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January General Meeting
Monday, January 25, 7 p.m.
Home of Ginger and  
Tom Osborne
31651 Santa Rosa Drive

February Board Meeting
Saturday, February 6, 9 a.m.
Home of Charlotte Masarik
761 Oak Street

In the past 30 years or so, City Manager Ken Frank 
has recently reminded us, the City has purchased 110 
parcels, amounting to 3,000 acres, to be preserved as 
permanent open space—a striking accomplishment 
for a city the size of ours. Beginning with Sycamore 
Hills, these purchases include the Laguna Canyon, 
paid for with a 1990 bond that will be retired this 
year, and a number of properties in the inner canyons 
(for example, on the slopes of Bluebird Canyon and 
Arch Beach Heights). Speaking at a meeting of 
the Laguna Canyon Conservancy, Frank expressed 
satisfaction at the recent gift of 98 acres of sensitive 
habitat between Moulton Meadows Park and the 
Aliso Creek Inn, which not long ago was valued by 
its owner at $50 million. He went on to suggest 
that in the current economic climate, holding onto 
unbuildable land inde!nitely may no longer be an 
attractive proposition. 

Our natural hillsides are an important part of 
what we love about Laguna, and they can’t be 
taken for granted. Where they remain in private 
hands, a future change in zoning or the approval 
of a road extension may make them vulnerable 
to development. Rather than rest on our laurels, 
having preserved so much, we should probably 
continue to look for ways to preserve even more.

At our next general meeting, we’ll review the 
City’s accomplishments and think about the 
future. Scott Ferguson of the Conservation 
Fund will help us understand the process and 
the prospects. A brief business meeting will 
allow us to discuss and approve the Village 
Laguna budget for 2010. We’ll meet at Ginger 
and Tom Osborne’s, 31651 Santa Rosa Drive, 
at 7 p.m. on Monday, January 25. 

Marine Reserve Proposals 
Sent for Environmental Study
After a hearing in Los Angeles on December 9, 
the California Department of Fish and Game 
voted to take the next step in the process of 
designating a marine reserve for the South 
Coast by sending the Blue Ribbon Task 
Force’s preferred alternative and Proposals 
1, 2, and 3 out for environmental study. 
The preferred alternative, a compromise 
proposal, includes a reserve along the Laguna 
shore from Abalone Cove to Secret Cove. 
Proposal 3, including all of Laguna, is the 
only one that meets the scienti!c criteria for 
an effective reserve. The commissioners will 
meet again in Upland in March. 

Time to Renew Your Membership!
Annual membership dues are payable in 
January. The date on the newsletter mailing 
label shows the current status of your 
membership. If the date is 1/1/10 or earlier, a 
dues payment is required for you to remain a 
member for 2010.

Open Space Preservation: 
Accomplishments, Prospects 

Village Laguna members on the way  
to hearing in Los Angeles



After several years of debate 
and delay, the San Diego 
Regional Water Quality 
Control Board voted 
unanimously on Wednes-
day, December 16, to adopt 
a set of new regulations to 
control runoff into the 
Paci!c Ocean in southern 
Orange County. 

Perhaps the most signi!cant 
changes are the prohibition of 
discharges of excess irrigation 
water into storm drains and 
the establishment of levels of 
various pollutants that will 
trigger timely control of both 
dry-weather and stormwater 
discharges. In addition, there are stronger 
rules for retaining runoff on-site in new 
developments and for retro!tting earlier 
developments to this end. 

Known collectively as the Municipal 
Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4) 
Permit, the regulations are designed to 
implement the federal Clean Water Act 

of 1972 and represent a regular revision 
that should have been completed in 2007. 
The delay is a product of the tension 
between a federal requirement that the 
rules be made more stringent, given the 
persistent pollution of the water that runs 
down Aliso Creek to the ocean, and the 
resistance of Orange County and 

inland-city governments to 
the costs of stricter 
regulation.  The text on 
which the RWQCB voted 
was the sixth draft, the 
product of a series of 
workshops and hearings 
beginning in May 2009, 
and was further modi!ed 
after a last-minute session 
involving representatives of 
the county, the cities, and 
the NRDC and other 
environmental organi-
zations with staff on the 
morning of the adoption.  

Our city, which has long been 
active in reducing runoff into 

the ocean, wrote supporting the board’s 
efforts to improve water quality and did not 
participate in the organized opposition. 

Enforcement of the regulations should 
both improve the quality of the water off 
Laguna’s beaches and reduce the amount 
of water in Aliso Creek to something 
closer to its natural condition.

Regional Board Adopts Water-Quality Rules
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Council Considers Cell Phone Tower  
for Fire Station 
At a hearing on January 5, the City Council considered 
allowing T-Mobile to !ll a gap in its coverage in the Top of 
the World area with a 36-foot tower on 800 square feet of 
ground on the hillside behind the Alta Laguna !re station. 
Federal and state law largely preempt local regulation of 
the location of these facilities, and in an effort to dissuade 
operators from placing them in the street right-of-way 
(where they may impact a neighborhood) the City has been 
offering sites on public property for a fee. (In this case it 
would be $20,000 a year.) Concerns raised by neighbors 
about the aesthetics and safety of the equipment in that 
location, adjacent to Top of the World school, and about 
the effects of the perception of risk on property values led 
the Council to continue the hearing until a representative of 
the company can be present. The next hearing is scheduled 
for February 2.

Cooks Wanted for Sunday Supper  
at Shelter
Mary Carter is organizing volunteers to prepare, deliver, 
and serve Sunday night suppers at the ACT V homeless 
shelter. (The other nights of the week are covered by Laguna’s 
churches.) It takes about four people, two to bring the main 
dish and one each for salad and bread or rolls for about 60 
people. Plates, cups, utensils, napkins, and coffee are provided 
by the shelter staff. Call or e-mail Mary (marycarterlaguna@
msn.com) to sign up for a Sunday or to visit !rst to see how 
things are done. 

Film Society Offers Series on Oceans
The Laguna Beach Film Society (a project of the Laguna Art 
Museum curated by Keiko Beatie) will show monthly !lms 
about the world’s oceans from now through April. The series 
began on January 8 with End of the Line, on the impending 
extinction of blue!n tuna, and continues February 12, March 
12, and April 9. Admission is free to members of the Society 
and $20 at the door to others. For more information, contact 
keikobeatie@hotmail.com.

Please remember to renew your membership!



Village Voices
by Arnold Hano

Join us or renew your membership!
Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone number _____________________________________________Email_______________________________________

I have enclosed my check for the following membership:

 Basic - $25/person, $45/family
 Supporter - $120 per family (includes 2 t-shirts)
 Sustainer - $240 per family (includes 2 Charm House Tour tickets and 2 t-shirts)

*Contact Treasurer Doug Reilly at 494-4137 or reillyd@cox.net to arrange for automatic monthly or quarterly payments.
Mail to Village Laguna, PO Box 1309, Laguna Beach, CA 92652

 
At 2010’s !rst meeting 
of the Laguna Canyon 
Conservancy, a full 
house and then some 
heard City Manager 

Ken Frank give what amounted to a 
state-of-the-village talk.   Because of 
his environmentalist audience, he paid 
particular attention to the matter of open 
space within our city limits. We have, he 
said, acquired some 110 parcels of land and 
set them aside as permanent open space. 

Frank was willing to say that it did not 
all occur on his watch; it began before he 
came to Laguna, and I would like to speak 
of just one such acquisition.

Back in the late 1960s, when Bonnie 
and I lived atop Bluebird Canyon, a 
nearby resident and realtor presented to 
the Planning Commission a tract map 
for some 720 houses above Morningside 
Drive. Bonnie and I heard about it from 
Planning Commissioner Joe Tomchak, 
who came by to alert us to the project. He 
would not be able to attend the meeting, 
and he was concerned that the other four 
commissioners would quickly approve the 
whole deal. Were we interested?

And how!       

Seven hundred-plus houses would unleash 
7,000-plus car trips a day in our tiny 
canyon—one road in and out. The canyon 

folk would choke under that density.
Bonnie and I gathered up one other 
neighbor, Bernie Luskin, and the three 
of us attended the Planning Commission 
meeting. Nobody else was in the 
chambers other than commissioners and 
staffers.  The three of us spoke. We asked 
that the matter be continued; nobody had 
been noticed. With some reluctance, the 
Commission agreed. 

At the next meeting, we packed the house. 
Dozens of neighbors spoke, all opposed to this 
disastrous overcrowding. The Commission 
unanimously denied the project. 

Developers do not quit easily. Over the 
years, the project returned, always in a 
smaller size. The developer wanted 280 
houses .No soap. He wanted 80 houses. 
No soap. Eventually in 1986, nearly 
twenty years after three of us had attended 
the !rst meeting on the project, the owner 
threw up his hands and surrendered.  He 
sold the property’s 120 acres to the city for 
slightly over $600,000.   

Neighborhood compatibility is more than 
just having smaller houses; it often means 
having no house of any size crammed into 
a neighborhood where one house is one 
house too many. 
Jim Dilley showed us what could be done 
on the outer limits of Laguna. Through 
persuasion (he brought roses to the Irvine 
Company secretaries), through the march 
of thousands into the canyon, through 

taxing ourselves, through generous 
donations of land, we have a greenbelt. 
But what about our inner city? Pockets 
of land still exist all over town. Some are 
large, others small. All are unprotected 
and vulnerable to development. 

We have an opportunity to help shape 
our own destiny. I see a small piece of 
undeveloped land as a place where I can 
breathe more easily. Or I can see that 
piece of land developed, crammed into an 
already crowded neighborhood. It makes 
me choke.

I much prefer breathing to choking.
    
Green Building Code
Gets an Early Start
Phase 1 of the California Green Building 
Code, which introduces new requirements 
for commercial buildings that are designed 
to save water and energy and reduce air 
pollution, became effective last August. 
Phase 2, which applies to residential 
construction, is scheduled to become 
effective in January 2011, but our City 
Council has voted to begin it early, on  
March 1, 2010. The new requirements 
include stormwater management, energy 
ef!ciency, water ef!ciency, recycling of 
construction waste, covering of duct 
openings during construction, and limits 
on volatile organic compounds in adhesives, 
paints, stains, and carpets and formaldehyde 
in composite wood products.



Supercolor Imaging (230 Beach Street) does superior 
photographic and digital work and gives excellent 
customer service. 
This holiday sea-
son I came up 
with a late idea of 
putting together 
photo CDs and 
reprints for my 
aunt, who just lost 
her husband of 
73 years. Henrik 
Shahmirian and 
Supercolor took excellent care of my aunt’s original photo 
albums, with photos from the 1930s and 1940s and later, and 
!nished the project ahead of schedule despite the holiday crush, 
along with other sets of photos I had requested to be ready by 
Christmas Eve. We had a mad "urry of e-mailing photos up 
to the last minute, but the Supercolor people were responsible 
and helpful. They had worked late all the previous week and 
were planning to work late on Christmas Eve to accommodate 
their customers’ needs. I appreciated being among those who 
bene!ted from their service and their quality work.


