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Village Laguna’s entry in the Patriots’ Day Parade March 6 was a whimsical take 
on sustainability in a cottage garden setting. We thank the hardworking and 
creative members of the !oat committee: Darrylin Girvin (master facilitator), Ann 
Christoph (designer and coordinator), Ruben Flores of Laguna Nursery (plants and 
planting), Cindalee Penney-Hall (music and concept), Michael Hoag (birdhouse and 
carpentry), Alfredo Careaga (roof drain and !oat engineering), Faith Fontan (birds), 
Bill Atkins (banner design), and John Monahan, Tom Girvin, Barbara Picheny, 
and Richard Picheny (!oat take-down). Gilbert Briseño lent us his truck to pull 
the !oat. Marchers included, in addition to those just mentioned, Anne and Ryen 
Caenn, Johanna and Gene Felder and their grandchildren, Arnold Hano, Barbara 
Hoag, Bill Ives, Charlotte and Alex Masarik, John Monahan, Ginger and Tom 
Osborne, Judy Teverbaugh, Jinger Wallace, and members of Transition Laguna. A 
good time was had by all—join us next year? 

April Board Meeting
Saturday, April 3, 9 a.m.
Home of Darrylin Girvin 
1216 Glenneyre St.

Patriots’ Day Marchers Promote Community, History, Sustainability 

Ann Christoph with the Village 
Laguna !oat, showing clothesline and 
rain barrel in cottage garden

Arnold Hano and Judy Teverbaugh Barbara and Richard Picheny with VL 
banner, Darrylin Girvin at right

Johanna Felder with grandchildren, 
Annalyse and Landon, and butter!ies

Birdhouse (by Michael Hoag) and 
birds (by Faith Fontan)

John Monahan with Charm House 
Tour banner



Planning Commission 
Hears Another Proposal for 
725 Laguna Canyon Road 

A year and a half after the 
last attempt at developing the 
property at 725 Laguna Canyon 
Road (just oceanward of the Art-
A-Fair), the Planning Commission 
has reviewed a new proposal that 
it finds more promising. This 
one is somewhat smaller (39,944 
square feet instead of 43,447) and 
somewhat lower. The two projects 
have virtually the same number 
of units (31 and now 30), but the 
earlier one had the disadvantage 
that only the required 25% of 
them would have been affordable, 
while qualifying for the Civic 
Arts District’s exemption from 
the 18-foot height limit would 
have required all of them to 
be affordable. The new project 
proposes to qualify for this 
exemption (thus rising to 36 feet) 
by making 14 of the units rentals 
for students at the Laguna College 
of Art and Design. Commissioners 
considered the proposal a step 
in the right direction. Three of 
them suggested, however, that 
the mass of the third level might 
be problematic, and several spoke 
of the importance of community-
friendliness in such a big project 
at the City’s front door. 

Laguna Terrace Subdivision 
to Receive Review
The owner of the Laguna Terrace 
Mobilehome Park has received 
City approval of a tentative tract 
map to subdivide the property 
in preparation for selling lots 
to the mobilehome residents. In 
recommending approval of the 
map, City staff took the position 
that no land-use regulations could 

be applied to the property because 
of a state law that limits cities 
to making sure that mobilehome 
owners in this situation don’t 
get turned out onto the street. 
As a result, the Council granted 
a coastal development permit for 
the project without conducting 
any environmental review. Toni 
Iseman and Verna Rollinger voted 
no, arguing that without review of 
the constraints and hazards of the 
site the residents would be “buying 
a pig in a poke” and that the City 
should do everything possible to 
protect them.

The mobilehome park is 
surrounded by environmentally 
sensitive habitat that is still under 
Coastal Commission jurisdiction 
because a Local Coastal Plan was 
never approved for the area. The 
City’s failure to submit a lot line 
adjustment (separating the park 
from the hillsides) for approval 
some years ago places part of 
the mobilehome park under 
Commission jurisdiction as well.  
The Commission is confident 
that the relevant state law doesn’t 
preclude it from considering the 
environmental impacts of the 
subdivision and has agreed, in 
response to an appeal by the Sierra 
Club’s Hobo-Aliso Task Force, to 
give the project a hearing. While 
the review will cause some delay, it 
should call attention to any safety 
concerns that might be resolved 
before the residents assume 
responsibility for the property. 

Shopping Survey Results 
Show a Familiar Picture
The shopping survey conducted 
by the City’s Business Assistance 
Task Force unsurprisingly revealed 
that respondents did more than 
half their shopping outside Laguna 
Beach. (In a 1995 survey the 
picture was much the same.) At 
the same time, a majority reported 
finding their needs for a wide 
variety of services—hardware, art 
supplies, tailoring, dry cleaning, 
car washing, hair care, video 
rentals, pet supplies, groceries, 
liquor, meals out—met right here 
in town. 

We read in the papers that it’s 
the Downtown Specific Plan—
the effort to maintain the special 
character of our downtown—that 
makes us have to go elsewhere for 
clothing and major appliances, 
but there are reasons to believe 
otherwise. First, the DSP applies 
only to the downtown. Second, 
to have a big name-brand store 
in Laguna we’d have to pave 
Paradise and put up a parking 
lot. Third, stores of this kind 
seem to prefer sites with bigger 
surrounding populations and areas 
of influence that aren’t half ocean. 
Our JCPenney’s, for example, 
left for Fashion Island at the first 
opportunity, and J & H Appliances 
eventually had to move to greener 
pastures. And as for Trader Joe’s, the 
Crystal Cove shopping center is as 
close as it’s been interested in coming.



Join us or renew your membership!
Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone number _____________________________________________Email_______________________________________

I have enclosed my check for the following membership:

 Basic - $45/family, $25/individual
 Supporter - $120 per family (includes 2 t-shirts)
 Sustainer - $240 per family (includes 2 Charm House Tour tickets and 2 t-shirts)

Contact Treasurer Richard Picheny at 499-0505 or rpicheny@gmail.com to arrange for automatic monthly or quarterly payments.
Mail to Village Laguna, PO Box 1309, Laguna Beach, CA 92652

Village Voices
by Arnold Hano

When Bonnie and I 
woke on March 2, 
Bonnie leaned over 
and said, “Happy 
birthday. You’re 88. 
And you’re here.”  

We kissed. 

“Here” is not the opposite of “there.” It is 
the opposite of “dead.”  Doctors at Hoag  
Hospital put me in an induced coma 
for 48 hours.  I call it a two-day snooze. 
When I came to I was on the mend. I 
spent ten days at Hoag and eight days at 
the Crystal Cove Rehab Center. 

Crystal Cove provided the one funny 

moment. I arrived at the dining hall 
one evening a tri!e late. I squeezed into 
a table inches from the 54-inch TV 
set. There was Bill O’Reilly directly in 
front of me. I groused a bit to myself, 
but I had not chosen the channel, so I 
"gured I’d have to endure Fox News. A 
woman two tables away had other plans. 
She called out: “Is anybody watching 
this?” and when nobody answered in the 
af"rmative she got up clicked off the set 
and faced the hall of lame, disabled, and 
distressed people.  “Bill O’Reilly is bad 
enough when you’re well.” she said, and 
sat down.

So I’m back in Laguna. I want to thank 
you for your cards and appended notes, 
for your e-mails, and for your good 
wishes and your good thoughts.

And now that I’m here, in Laguna I see 
that things are the same old, same old. 
Someone writes a letter suggesting the 
city buy dog houses for the homeless. 
And even as a joke it’s demeaning. 
Truer to the same old nature of this 
community, we all joined in the 
Patriots’ Day Parade. I rode shotgun 
in a truck driven by Alfredo Careaga 
pulling a !atbed of !owers depicting a 
community garden, Village Laguna’s 
of"cial entry in the parade. Beauty and 
Nature’s glorious growth remind us 
what Laguna represents.  Even with 
discord, we remain a community.   

I appreciate the outpouring of help and 
support Bonnie received during our 
crisis. This too af"rms what Laguna 
stands for.  And I thank you all.

I always feel that I’ve stepped back 
in time into the old Laguna when 
I enter the shop at 331 Ocean 
Avenue and see Jim Nordstrom of 
Silver Images Photography sitting 
behind the counter surrounded by 
the many imaginative photographs 
he has produced. This is the place 
to go for quality "lm processing, 
enhancement or restoration of 
family pictures, original art photos, 
and photo accessories. Jim is an 
artist who re!ects the true spirit of 
Laguna—imaginative, creative, and 
independent. His sense of humor 
and quiet, welcoming demeanor will 
bring you back to Silver Images time 
and time again.  

Within the same walls is Latitude 33, 

an old-fashioned independent 
bookstore. It has an eclectic and 
interesting collection of books and a 
friendly staff of avid readers who are 
happy to recommend the perfect book 
for you or someone else. Passionate 
about his community, owner Tom 
Ahern has recently begun sponsoring a 
community-wide reading event called 
“Laguna on the Same Page,” in which 
Lagunans are encouraged to read the 
same book, share their perceptions in 
reading circles, and discuss it with  
the author. 

Latitude 33 is af"liated with 
IndieBound, an organization that 
highlights the importance of shopping 
locally. For every $100 spent locally, 
$68 stays here to support jobs and taxes 

that are reinvested in the community. 
Shopping locally also means a smaller 
carbon footprint. Silver Images and 
Latitude 33 make it a pleasure.



At our last general 
meeting, the people 
behind South Laguna’s 
community garden 
shared their experiences 
in creating it and inspired 
at least one group of 
neighbors to consider 
doing the same. Morrie 
Granger, Ruben Flores, 
and Ann Christoph 

described the process: working out an agreement to borrow the space 
from the property owner; acquiring insurance; drawing up plans 
and applying for a permit from the City; installing a water line and 
hose bibbs; clearing and terracing the area and installing fencing; 
developing rules for the garden and distributing the individual 
plots; planting the beds.  Garden members paid $245 each, and 
donations were received from the providers of many of the materials 
(topsoil, planter soil, rocks, mulch, asphalt) and the labor. Both 
the City and the South Coast Water District waived permit fees. 
The total cost of the project was $7,657, and it appears to have 
already given members much more than their money’s worth.

Community Garden Story Provides  
Food for Thought 

Please check your mailing label—if it doesn’t say “1/1/2011” this may be your last newsletter.


