
20 1 4
!!!!!!!!!

newsletter

 

 

April
Established 1971    To preserve and enhance the unique village character of Laguna Beach

May Board Meeting
Saturday, May 3, 9 a.m. 
Home of Ann Christoph
31632 Wildwood Ave.

Charm House Tour
Sunday, May 18, noon 
Festival Grounds 
650 Laguna Canyon Rd.

The 2014 Charm House Tour: Sunday, May 18 Is the Day! 

This year’s Charm House Tour—
Village Laguna’s annual celebration of 
Laguna Beach’s beautiful and original 
homes—will take place on Sunday, May 
18. The five homes on the tour, all in 
North Laguna, include three distinctive 
cottages, a Craftsman on the water at 
Shaw’s Cove, and—a rare treat—historic 
Pyne Castle, where refreshments will 
be served. The tour will begin at the 
Festival Grounds at noon, and the last 
bus will depart at 3 p.m. Parking is 
available across the street for $3 all day. 

Tickets are ready for purchase at $50 
($60 on the day of the tour) from our 
web site (villagelaguna.org), by mail 
(P.O. Box 1309, Laguna Beach, CA 
92652), or from one of the following 
local outlets: Copy & Print Center, 
Cottage Furnishings, Fawn Memories, 
Hotel Laguna, La Casa del Camino, 
Laguna Beach Books, Laguna Nursery, 
Once and Again, Rock Martin Custom 
Jewelry, and SALT Coastal Lifestyle.

For more information, call 472-7503.



 
Steve Kellenberg: Laguna Beach Is  
“Good Urban Design”

Urban designer Steve Kellenberg, speaking to a capacity 
crowd in the Council Chambers at our last general 
meeting, talked about the features that make so many 
urban designers want to live in Laguna: its authentic 
and eclectic architecture, its village scale, its village 
core and varied street grids, its topography, its gateways 
to open space, and its view corridors to the ocean. He 
recommended holding onto these values while allowing 
for a “healthy evolution” that reinforces the city’s human 
scale. Asked about congestion, he said that it tends to 
regulate itself in the end and praised the community for 
traditionally turning to traffic-calming solutions. About 
car-free zones he said that, while the big European cities 
have used them successfully to protect historic districts, 
they have killed downtowns in smaller places. Closing a 
street on occasion to celebrate the community is good, 
he said, but permanent closure is a risky proposition. 
The talk was videotaped and is available on CD (contact 
our web site).  

Amendment of Second-Residential-Unit 
Ordinance Under Way

The Planning Commission is holding hearings on the 
City’s ordinance governing second residential units aimed 
at amending it to make it as responsive as possible to 
concerns for neighborhood character and public views, 
given the state law forbidding design review of such units. 
The initial changes proposed were that (1) an application 
for a second unit cannot be approved before the approval 
of an application for the main residence; (2) the second 
unit must be clearly subordinate to the main residence in 
height and building envelope; and (3) the unit can be no 
more than 12 feet above existing grade. Discussion of other 
suggestions with the City Attorney has suggested some 
other possible !xes, including neighborhood noticing of 
some kind and some sort of appeal. A revised draft will be 
discussed on April 23.   

View Ordinance Goes to Subcommittee:  
Is “Consensus” Really in Sight?
At their !rst hearing of the proposed view ordinance on 
March 25, Councilmembers postponed a decision pending 
further work by a subcommittee consisting of Steve 
Dicterow and Kelly Boyd. On the subcommittee’s agenda 
are reducing the cost to the claimant and (surprisingly, 
given the Council’s usual risk-averseness) eliminating 

the hold-harmless clause that would protect the City 
from lawsuits arising from the ordinance. (This latter 
provision reflects the fact that there is no right to a view 
in California law.) 

Reports in the press spoke of the emergence of 
“consensus,” but we wonder. Those who have been 
flocking to these meetings may not accurately represent 
public opinion—at the very least, they’re probably 
matched by an equal number of people who feel that 
they and their trees are under attack—and even they 
don’t all seem happy with the ordinance as it stands. 
Those who are not showing up to make their views 
known may see a threat to the mature vegetation that’s 
so much a part of Laguna’s charm if trees come to be 
treated as a nuisance, or they may have questions about 
the cost of the program, estimated at $360,000 a year. 
When the ordinance comes back for a final vote, Village 
Laguna will be asking the Council to put the issue on 
the ballot.    

Friendship Shelter Proposal for 
Supportive Housing for Homeless  
Goes to Council April 22

Friendship Shelter, working with the Jamboree Housing 
Corporation, has developed a proposal for permanent 
supportive housing for the chronically homeless on the site 
of the Alternative Sleeping Location in Laguna Canyon. 
Experience in many cities has shown that housing the 
homeless works both for them and for the community, 
improving their quality of life and reducing costs to the 
public of health care and law enforcement. The ASL would 
be incorporated into the development, relieving the City 
of the $150,000 it now spends to support the facility, and 
Friendship Shelter would provide on-site services. Funding 
would come from private investors, government grants, and 
rental income from residents’ disability incomes. Village 
Laguna will be supporting the proposal at the Council 
meeting on April 22. Since we’re not having a general 
meeting this month, members may want to consider using 
their “time off” to join board members at the hearing. 

Artist Work/Live Project Survives 
Challenge

Brushing aside the opposition of more than 40 speakers, 
including representatives of nearly all of the City’s 
environmental organizations, the City Council voted 
3–2 to reject the appeal of Louis Longi’s 30-unit artist 
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3–2 to reject the appeal of Louis Longi’s 30-unit artist 
work/live project on Laguna Canyon Road. Many 
opponents pointed to the violation of the Laguna 
Canyon Annexation Area Specific Plan, which calls 
for development that is “small-scale” and “rural” in 
character, and the precedent this approval sets for other 
large-scale for-profit development in the canyon. Others 
were concerned about increased traffic at an already 
difficult intersection or questioned the wisdom of 
adding a large number of new residents to an area that is 
subject to periodic damaging floods. 

In voting against the project, Bob Whalen said that it 
was too big and encouraged his colleagues to continue the 
hearing until there could be discussions about a possible 
city subsidy that would allow it to be smaller. Toni Iseman 
agreed with him about the size and added that she didn’t 
consider the units likely to be affordable and that too 
many critical design issues had been left unaddressed. An 
appeal to the Coastal Commission can be expected. 

  

Coastal Commission Allows Demolition 
of Skidmore House 

Village Laguna’s appeal, with the South Laguna Civic 
Association, of the demolition permit granted to the owner 
of the historic Skidmore house, known as “Stonehenge,” 
was rejected by the Coastal Commission last month. 
Commissioners were unable to see how the house, which 
had been subjected to two separate incidents of illegal 
demolition, could be put back together. It was heartening, 
however, that two of them understood where the blame 
belonged, criticizing the City for failing to protect the 
house as its historic resources ordinance required. While 
the ordinance speci!es signi!cant penalties for illegal 

demolition of buildings on the historic inventory, neither 
the destroyers nor the property owner who assumed 
responsibility for the destruction have been required to 
pay. The message for developers seeking to free valuable 
coastal property from impediments to new and more 
pro!table construction could hardly be clearer. 

Giant Self-Storage Facility Proposed for 
Property at Big Bend
On April 9 the Planning Commission conducted a concept 
review for a 630+-unit self-storage facility in the M1A 
zone at the Big Bend of Laguna Canyon Road. The 97,025- 
square-foot building would be 36 feet high, towering over 
adjacent buildings and the City’s open space next door and 
blocking the view of the hillside behind it, a favorite of plein-
air painters for a century. The commission heard testimony 
from the Greenbelt, the Laguna Canyon Foundation (which 
is restoring the adjacent open space), the Laguna College 
of Art and Design (which leases the property next door), 
Village Laguna, and many others and agreed that the project 
needed to be radically reduced in size. 

City Committee Set Up to Coordinate 
Downtown Projects
A committee consisting of staff, two Councilmembers, 
and two Planning Commissioners has been set up to 
coordinate the City’s many downtown projects. Meetings 
of this committee will be noticed only on the City Hall 
bulletin board, but it has been determined that they 
will be on the last Friday of each month at 8 a.m. in the 
Community Center. Following the deliberations of this 
committee will allow members of the public to keep up 
to date on important discussions that have until recently 
been taking place largely behind closed doors.
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Verna Rollinger, Vice President 494-9897
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Johanna Felder 497-4525
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South Swell Donuts (31660 
Coast Highway) has become 
a locals’ hangout for many, 
especially those en route to 
the Community Garden. 
Jackie and Khann are there 
at 4 a.m. each morning to 
begin making fresh donuts 
and croissants for the day 
(they’re open from then 
until 3 p.m. every day).  

They’ve just ventured into 
a New York crazy, the 
cronut. It’s a combination 
donut-croissant that people 
in New York stand in line 
for hours to buy—a rare 
and delicious delight. And 
the couple who run this 
shop are the same—delightful! 
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