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Established 1971    To preserve and enhance the unique village character of Laguna Beach

August General Meeting  
Candidates’ Forum 
Monday, August 25, 7 p.m. 
City Council Chambers 
505 Forest Avenue

Endorsement Meeting 
Monday, September 1, 7 p.m. 
Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship 
429 Cypress Drive

September Board Meeting
Saturday, September 6, 9 a.m. 
Home of Charlotte Masarik
761 Oak Street

Village Laguna Schedules 
Forum and Endorsement 
Meeting 
Now that we know whose names will 
be on the ballot for the November local 
election, Village Laguna has scheduled 
what may be the !rst public forum of 
the season. The forum will take place on 
Monday, August 25, from 7 to 9 p.m. in 
the Council Chambers. The questions 
will be asked by reporters from the local 
papers, and John Monahan will moderate 
the proceedings. The event will be 
telecast on Cox Channel 30. 

On the following Monday, September 1 
(yes, Labor Day), members will meet at 
the Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship, 
429 Cypress Drive, to decide whether 
to endorse candidates and, if so, which 
ones. To be eligible to vote that night, 
members will need to be current in their 
dues payments. If the mailing label on 
this newsletter has a date earlier than 
“1/1/15,” you’ll need to send a check 
before the end of August.

Workshop on Village Entrance 
Design Produces Consensus 
The Village Entrance workshop on July 16 
af!rmed virtually all of Village Laguna’s 
choices with regard to the details of the 
project. Participants were unanimous 
in calling for restoration and reuse of 
the historic sewer digester building and 
for abandoning the idea of covering the 
creek and were happy to have the Laguna 
Canyon median relandscaped provided 

that it wasn’t at the expense of the 
historic restoration. On the corrugated-
iron sheds, they split 50–50 between 
reinforcing them for continued use and 
leaving it up to the design team to decide 
what to do with them. 

At the end of the meeting, the committee 
that was formed after our February 
meeting was given an opportunity to 
present its ideas for enhancing Project 
Concept D (which involved simply 
creating a 30-foot-wide path and 
retaining all of the existing parking 
spaces). The committee’s proposal would 
provide separate pedestrian and bike 
paths, incorporate the historic building, 
enhance the landscaping of the site, and 
open up space for community events in 
the winter months while preserving all 
but eight of the existing parking spaces. 

The City Council will receive a report on 
the workshop and choose the design team 
for the project on September 2. Additional 
public meetings are anticipated as the 
design is developed, and construction is 
expected to begin in Fall 2016.

Council Chooses an Urban 
Planner

At its July 15 meeting, the City 
Council voted unanimously to hire, at 
a cost of $300,000, the urban planning 
firm MIG to assist with the updating 
of the Downtown Specific Plan and 
review land use issues on Laguna 
Canyon Road. This firm and two 
others had described their approaches 
in a public meeting last spring, and 



 

on that occasion the audience favorite was clearly the one 
whose principal, Andrés Doany, spoke about the city’s 
“extraordinary character” and the need to “vaccinate it 
against the changes that could destroy it.”  When some 
of the speakers at the meeting expressed disappointment 
that the team chosen wasn’t the one that had appeared 
to “get it,” Bob Whelan responded that MIG is the 
one best-equipped to ensure wide participation in 
the planning—to find out what the 22,000 residents 
who don’t spend their time at City Hall are thinking. 
Councilmembers also pointed to relationships with 
some of the members of the MIG team (among them 
RBF, which produced the recent parking-management 
study) as supporting their choice. The details of the 
MIG proposal are on the City’s web site as attachments 
to the July 15 agenda. 

Laguna Canyon in the Council Spotlight

Considering a possible moratorium on development in 
Laguna Canyon on June 3, Councilmembers decided against 
it and settled for asking the Planning Commission to discuss 
the meanings of “rural” and “small-scale.”  The Commission 
has no immediate plans for such discussions, but the issue is 
tentatively scheduled to be heard by the Council in October. 
Meanwhile, talks continue on possible improvements to 
Laguna Canyon Road, including undergrounding, bike 
and pedestrian paths, and an additional outbound traf!c 
lane. Another idea in the works is extending the Civic Arts 
district to include the art college, which would allow it to 
use offsite parking (prohibited elsewhere) and pave the way 
for leasing the ACT V lot to the college during the school 
year. A report is scheduled for the August 19 meeting. 
Some of us will be there to remind Councilmembers 
that the General Plan opposes any widening of Laguna 
Canyon Road, re"ecting the likelihood that “if you build 
it, they will come.” Questions about privatizing the City’s 
peripheral parking spaces can also be expected.

New Festival Façade Approved

The City Council has enthusiastically approved a new 
design for the Festival of the Arts façade. Village Laguna 
was there to welcome the new design but question the City’s 
role in the elimination of the 13 parking spaces in front. 
The staff had recommended compensating for the loss by 
crediting the project with the 17 spaces recently created 
by City on Cliff Drive. We argued—without success—that 
this amounted to a gift of public space to a non-public 
enterprise and that, in fairness to other applicants and to 
the public, the design should be modi!ed to restore them.

Two Local Restaurants Seek to Expand 

Village Laguna is following the Planning Commission 
hearings of two proposals for expanding Coast 
Highway restaurants. Mozambique wants to restore 
the 2,017 square feet of "oor area that it recently 
closed off in exchange for its rooftop deck and install 
25 lifts to accommodate the additional cars. Our photo 
(above) shows one of the lifts the strings indicating the 
height of cars in each lot when the lifts are in use. A 
variance will be required to allow the lifts in the rear 
yard setback. At the same time, Rock ‘N’ Fish, upstairs 
in the Heisler Building, is proposing a 1,348-square-
foot roof deck, adding 45 new seats, with an elevator 
and a lift. This project also requires a variance, this one 
for the excessive height of the elevator. The City’s 
historian has opined that the deck will not be highly 
visible from the street (see photo below) and therefore 
will not affect the integrity of the E-rated building. 
Both projects have been continued to September 10. 



Join us or renew your membership!
Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone number _____________________________________________ Email _______________________________________

I have enclosed my check for the following membership (I understand the amount is not tax-deductible):

 Basic - $45/family, $25/individual
 Supporter - $120 per family (includes 2 t-shirts)
 Sustainer - $240 per family (includes 2 Charm House Tour tickets and 2 t-shirts)

Contact Treasurer Richard Picheny at 295-0545 or rpicheny@gmail.com to arrange for automatic monthly or quarterly payments.
Mail to Village Laguna, PO Box 1309, Laguna Beach, CA 92652

Electronic newsletter? _______________________________________

Wastewater Advisory Task Force 
Prepares Final Recommendations

The City’s Wastewater Advisory Task Force, established a 
year ago to develop recommendations to the South Orange 
County Wastewater Authority for a long-range strategic 
plan for wastewater management that respects the integrity 
of the Aliso and Wood Canyons Wilderness Park and the 
coastal receiving waters, is putting the !nishing touches to a 
set of recommendations to be presented to the City Council 
on September 16. Among the expected recommendations 
are the following:  develop an area map showing Laguna 
Beach and surrounding area water sources;  ask SOCWA 
to facilitate/develop a regional water/wastewater planning 
committee; ask that the City become a participant in 
SOCWA’s Recycled Water Permitting Committee; work 
with the various relevant agencies to examine the feasibility 
of direct potable reuse and of the capture and reuse of recycled 
water and storm/urban water; and ask SOCWA to evaluate 
the feasibility and costs of new technologies for reducing/
removing the sewer infrastructure from the wilderness park 
and provide an update to the City Council in May 2015. 

Remodeling of Aliso Creek Inn Hits a 
Roadblock

The next phase of the remodeling of the Aliso Creek Inn 
(now “The Ranch”), approved by the Planning Commission 
in May, has been suspended by a Coastal Commission 
decision to give the project a full hearing. The appeal that 
led to the decision was made directly to the Commission 
rather than to the City Council and seems to have taken 
City staff by surprise. In a detailed letter beginning with 
an expression of regret that it was not consulted before the 
report recommending a hearing was issued, staff corrects 
a number of misunderstandings in the appeal and refers 

Coastal staff to the relevant documents. For example, when 
the appeal points to a failure to address public access through 
the property from the adjacent wilderness park to the beach 
(a proposal that was discussed when the Athens Group was 
planning to build an entirely new hotel and golf course 
on the property), staff responds that making such access a 
condition of approval would be justi!ed only if the project 
were new development or a major remodel and according to 
the de!nitions in the zoning code it is neither. The character 
of the project—low-key, con!ned to the existing footprint, 
rustic, respectful of the canyon setting—has won it a lot of 
community support. 

Another Artist Live/Work Project 
Proposed for Laguna Canyon

The stakes on the hillside north of Castle Rock Drive 
mark the outlines of the next artist live/work proposal for 
Laguna Canyon, this one of two units only. The Planning 
Commission considered it on July 9 and expressed concerns 
about neighborhood compatibility (height, materials, style), 
the amount of grading and the height of the retaining walls, 
and whether units as large as these could be made affordable. 
Several Commissioners suggested smaller units and more of 
them. The project will be heard again on September 10.  

Second Complete Streets Workshop Set 
for August 26

Residents are invited to review and provide feedback on 
proposed strategies for improving mobility and transit at 
a workshop on Tuesday, August 26, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at 
the Community Center. The preliminary ideas presented at 
the workshop held in June have been re!ned in the light of 
public input, and comments on this version will contribute 
to the preparation of a draft plan this fall. 



Who knew we needed a radio station of our very own?  
Tyler Russell and friends had the idea of combining  
community-focused programming with “generational alt rock” (music 
of the ’60s and beyond).   
Operated as a publicly 
supported nonpro!t, 
“Laguna’s only FM,” 
KX 93.5, started 
broadcasting to Laguna 
Beach nearly two years 
ago.  Programs are also 
available worldwide; we 
can listen live at KX935.
com.  Out of the Pearl 
Street studio above 
the wine bar comes music from reggae to rock to bluegrass, talk about 
local issues, and real-time local news, weather, traf!c, and emergency 
advisories. The nearly $300,000 annual budget is supported by  
donations, fundraising events, and underwriting by local businesses  
and organizations.  We can become members at www.KX935.com/ 
support and/or attend a bene!t concert by the Beach 
Boys in Irvine Bowl Saturday, September 27. The radio 
station connects us as it immerses itself in the arts,  
culture, events, and music of our community, fostering and enhancing 
Laguna’s village “feel.” 

FIRST CLASS MAIL
P.O. Box 1309 

Laguna Beach, CA 92652

2014 Board of Directors

Web site: www.villagelaguna.org

Ginger Osborne, President 499-4809
Verna Rollinger, Vice President 494-9897
Judy Teverbaugh, Recording Secretary 494-9454
Barbara Metzger, Corresponding Secretary 494-3624 
Richard Picheny, Treasurer 295-0545
Rosemary Boyd 494-4088
Bobbie Chambers 715-3612
Ann Christoph 499-3574
Kate Clark 376-9882
Johanna Felder 497-4525
Jackie Gallagher 415-0157
Darrylin Girvin 376-7565
Bonnie Hano 497-7454
Bill Ives 499-2857
Charlotte Masarik 494-1630
Barbara Miller Picheny 499-0505
Jinger Wallace     499-6367

                       Phone: (949) 472-7503

My Favorite Local Business
by Ann Christoph
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