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October Board Meeting
Saturday, October 4, 9 a.m. 
Home of Kate Clark
1389 Terrace Way

The !rst forum of the election season, 
Village Laguna’s, assembled all seven of 
the candidates for City Council (in the 
above photo, from left to right, Toni 
Iseman, Kelly Boyd, Rob Zur Schmiede, 
Jon Madison, Michelle Hall, Eli 
Grossman, Paul Merritt, with moderator 
John Monahan) and was well attended. 
Bryce Alderton from the Coastline, 
Maggi Henriksen from StuNews, and 
Ernest Hackman from the local radio 
station (the Independent was invited but 
did not send anyone) prepared and asked 
half the questions, with questions from 
the "oor being entertained in the second 
part of the program. The topics included 
permanent supportive housing for the 
homeless (about which all the candidates 
had concerns), parking, working together, 
pedestrian safety, the youth experience 
(with several advocating a teen center), 
and making Laguna more business-
friendly. The forum was recorded, and 
members who missed it can arrange to 

get a copy of the DVD by calling Verna 
Rollinger (494-9878).

On the following Monday, September 1, 
members met at the U-U Fellowship to 
decide whether to endorse candidates and, 
if so, which. After some discussion during 
which the various candidates’ views 
were measured against Village Laguna’s 
values, members voted to endorse Toni 
Iseman and Rob Zur Schmiede. Zur 
Schmiede was favorably viewed because 
of his experience, his thoughtfulness, and 
his sensitivity to residents’ issues as a 
planning commissioner. 

This year, for the !rst time, we have yard 
signs calling attention to our choices and 
our reasons for them. Members can pick 
one up from a stack on the right side 
of Charlotte’s garage (761 Oak Street) 
or one just inside Verna’s front gate  
(825 Park Avenue) or, to have one 
delivered, call Charlotte (494-1630) or 
Verna (494-9878).

Village Laguna Endorses Iseman and Zur Schmiede for Council 



 
Council Rejects Public’s Advice on Village 
Entrance Features

When the City’s consultant began his report on the Village 
Entrance workshop, he said, “Don’t shoot the messenger!” 
and none of the Councilmembers laughed. This proved 
to be a clue to the way the meeting was going to go. 
Councilmembers began their deliberations with Kelly 
Boyd’s declaring that spending $1 million to renovate a 
1,400-square-foot building (our historic sewer digester 
building) would be “asinine.” Bob Whalen agreed that it 
would be “imprudent,” and the others fell into line behind 
him (this despite the fact that all of them had accepted the 
idea and the budget item in voting for Project Concept D 
last fall). Simply !xing up the outside of the building will 
free up $1 million for the Laguna Canyon Road median, 
contradicting both the workshop participants’ desire to see 
the building restored and repurposed and their support for 
re-landscaping the median as long as it didn’t take funds 
away from the restoration. Again, where participants 
had been split about whether to save the carport behind 
City Hall or to leave the question to the design team, 
Councilmembers voted to demolish them. At least they 
decided to preserve the sewer building and gave up the 
idea of covering the creek. The next step will be selecting 
the design team, and, for what it’s worth, the public is 
promised more opportunities for comment as the design 
is developed.  

Canyon Road-Widening Proposals 
Scheduled for Study

The City Council has heard a report on potential 
improvements to Laguna Canyon Road and established 
a task force to consider them. The report lays out !ve 
alternatives, all but one involving additional lanes. The 
additional outbound lane that the Council subcommittee 
appears to favor would, according to the report, take 
11 years to complete, cost $25 million, and shorten the 
summer-peak-time trip from downtown to El Toro Road 
by 1.42 minutes. 

Without acknowledging the reported disproportion of 
costs and bene!ts, Councilmembers seemed to accept the 
suggestion from the "oor that the task force be free to 
consider alternatives to road construction. The fact that 
the General Plan requires the Council to “oppose attempts 
to widen Laguna Canyon Road” was introduced into the 
discussion, and Steve Dicterow pledged to take it seriously. 

Elizabeth Pearson declared that the public would probably 

love to have a four-lane road, but she worried about the 
need to acquire additional right-of-way from Canyon 
property owners. Her oft-expressed concern about the 
thousands of additional homes being planned for the area 
was met by Kelly Boyd’s response that there’s no point in 
making it easier to get cars into town when there’s no place 
for them to go when they get here.  

Additional light on the population-growth argument 
comes from the fact that the current reported 38,000–
44,000 cars per day is not much greater than the 33,000–
39,000 cars per day recorded in the City’s Transportation, 
Circulation, and Growth Management Element for 1990, 
before the buildout of Aliso Viejo and the completion of 
the Eastern Corridor. This suggests that, as urban designer 
Steve Kellenberg put it at our April meeting, the increase 
in traf!c may be “self-limiting.”  

Representatives to the task force are to be identi!ed by 
September 30 (Village Laguna’s will be Verna Rollinger), 
and they will begin meeting monthly October 15 and 
produce a progress report by January 15.

The SUPER Project Returns 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is back at work on 
its “ecosystem restoration feasibility study” for Aliso 
Creek. Village Laguna members will remember the 
Corps’s SUPER Project, which proposed a series of 24 
dams to keep the creek from threatening the sewer pipes 
alongside it. A study was undertaken to support the 
idea against local opposition, but before there was more 
than a preliminary report on it (presented in August 
2008) the money ran out. With the improvement of the 
economy, the project is back. A stakeholder information 
meeting scheduled for September 17 in Laguna Hills is 
expected to cover existing conditions, future without-
project conditions, preliminary alternative plans, and 
next steps. 

Council to Gather Information on Plans 
for Decommissioning San Onofre 

The stakeholder committee advising Southern California 
Edison on its plans for decommissioning the closed 
nuclear power plant at San Onofre has been meeting 
quarterly since January, and the City Council has 
recently directed staff to !nd out what’s being discussed. 
The topic of the next meeting, tentatively scheduled 
for October 9 (place to be announced) is evacuation
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plans, which should be of special local interest because 
for Laguna Beach no evacuation is planned until the 
immediate neighbors of the plant have passed through.   

Another Rooftop Deck Looms

Expansion of the upstairs restaurant in the Heisler 
Building onto the roof and operation there with alcohol 
until 11 p.m. every night were approved by the Planning 
Commission at its September 10 meeting. Creation of 
the roof deck will require raising the roof behind its false 
front by 3.5 feet to allow patrons a view of the ocean 
while seated. It includes a variance to allow yet another 
violation of the Downtown Speci!c Plan’s height limit, 
this one involving not the re-creation of a historic 
building but the addition of something that wasn’t there 
before. Only Commissioner Ken Sadler voted against the 
project, seeing the alleged “hardship” as simply a request 
for an economic bene!t. 

Village Laguna’s main concern was the inconsistency 
of the project with the historic character of the 
building. The historian judged it acceptable because 
in her view it would not be highly visible from the 
street. At the same time, a great deal of attention was 
given to making the railings less visible and to the 
appropriate color for the umbrellas and the location 
of the heaters and lights—all contributing to the 
implication that, yes, we will be seeing this project 
quite well from the street. Past testimony had called 
attention to the invasion of the privacy of the hotel 
guests directly across the street and the blocking of a 
view of Bird Rock from the parking structure. 

Supporters of the project commented on the importance 
of this kind of project to a “vibrant” downtown (which 

seems to be code for “noisy night life”) and said that 
its approval could be a catalyst for “making Laguna a 
better place.”   

Because it involves additional parking credits, the 
Planning Commission’s recommendation will go to the 

City Council for adoption. 

Planning Commission Says No to 
Expansion for Mozambique

The Planning Commission has rejected a proposal from the 
owner of Mozambique for continued use of the area that 
he agreed to close off in exchange for the creation of his 
new rooftop deck. Some of the required parking would 
be provided with 16 mechanical lifts. Village Laguna 
questioned the suitability of lifts in the parking lot of a 
nightclub in a residential area and argued that a variance 
for the remaining parking de!cit would be inappropriate 
when the “hardship” involved was self-induced. We also 
encouraged the commission to pursue enforcement of the 
conditions of previous permits that haven’t been ful!lled: 
no dancing, doors closed, nine not twelve umbrellas, 
umbrellas closed after 4 p.m., no lighting on the railing, 
“surplus” "oor area closed off as promised, and removal of 
the storage container. 

Neighbors pointed out that their streets were already 
clogged with the cars of employees (identi!able from their 
placards) and intensi!cation would only make things worse. 
In response to a commissioner’s query, the applicant said that 
46 permits had been issued to employees to park in the so-
called Quiet Zone, more than half of them by Mozambique.

The decision, which included code enforcement, is very 
likely to be appealed.  



Micheau Folse is as delightful as her baked goods are delicious!  The 
owner of Lightning Bolt Foods, Micheau recently opened a storefront 
at 170 Beach Street.  “Home-baked” is truly an accurate description 
for Micheau’s goodies.  
She bakes in her Laguna 
home and sells to the 
public with a special 
OC permit.  The design 
of her business card 
says it all:  a heart in 
the top left corner, a 
smiling woman in her 
trademark apron, and 
her faithful Labrador 
(Bolt) eyeing a tray of 
cookies.  Micheau, who 
hails from Texas and 
comes from a family of bakers, is very generous with her samples, so 
don’t delay.  Stop to taste her baked goods and say hello at her new 
store and at the Farmers’ Market.  She will also create custom cakes 
and special orders, including gluten-free items. Her enterprise is a 
delicious one to support! 

FIRST CLASS MAIL
P.O. Box 1309 

Laguna Beach, CA 92652

2014 Board of Directors

Web site: www.villagelaguna.org

Ginger Osborne, President 499-4809
Verna Rollinger, Vice President 494-9897
Judy Teverbaugh, Recording Secretary 494-9454
Barbara Metzger, Corresponding Secretary 494-3624 
Richard Picheny, Treasurer 295-0545
Rosemary Boyd 494-4088
Bobbie Chambers 715-3612
Ann Christoph 499-3574
Kate Clark 376-9882
Johanna Felder 497-4525
Jackie Gallagher 415-0157
Darrylin Girvin 376-7565
Bonnie Hano 497-7454
Bill Ives 499-2857
Charlotte Masarik 494-1630
Barbara Miller Picheny 499-0505
Jinger Wallace     499-6367

                       Phone: (949) 472-7503

My Favorite Local Business
!"#$%&"#'()(*!+%,-

FIRST CLASS MAIL
P.O. Box 1309 

Laguna Beach, CA 92652

2014 Board of Directors

Web site: www.villagelaguna.org

Ginger Osborne, President 499-4809
Verna Rollinger, Vice President 494-9897
Judy Teverbaugh, Recording Secretary 494-9454
Barbara Metzger, Corresponding Secretary 494-3624 
Richard Picheny, Treasurer 295-0545
Rosemary Boyd 494-4088
Bobbie Chambers 715-3612
Ann Christoph 499-3574
Kate Clark 376-9882
Johanna Felder 497-4525
Jackie Gallagher 415-0157
Darrylin Girvin 376-7565
Bonnie Hano 497-7454
Bill Ives 499-2857
Charlotte Masarik 494-1630
Barbara Miller Picheny 499-0505
Jinger Wallace     499-6367

                       Phone: (949) 472-7503

My Favorite Local Business
!"#$%&"#'()(*!+%,-


