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Established 1971    To preserve and enhance the unique village character of Laguna Beach

October General Meeting
Monday, October 27, 7 p.m. 
Home of Johanna and 
Gene Felder
2680 Park Avenue

November Board Meeting
Saturday, November 1, 9 a.m. 
Home of Rosemary Boyd
3002 Bern Drive

Campaign Get-Together  
Set for October 27 

It’s not too late to get one of Village 
Laguna’s colorful and informative “Don’t 
Pave Paradise” signs to display in your 
yard these last few weeks of the City 
Council campaign. Call Verna (494-
9878) to arrange to have one delivered. 
We’ll get together to talk things over 
in the !nal week on Monday, October 
27, and we’ve invited our endorsed 
candidates, Toni Iseman and Rob Zur 
Schmiede, to join us. There will be wine, 
cheese, and desserts. We’ll meet at the 
home of Johanna and Gene Felder, 2680 
Park Avenue, at 7 p.m. 

Urban Design Team Schedules 
Workshop November 15
Saturday, November 15, from 10 to 1 
o’clock has been set aside for the !rst 
public outreach event planned by the 
recently hired urban design team, MIG. 
It’s called a “pop-up workshop,” and it will 
!ll the lower end of Ocean Avenue with 
stations and displays designed to obtain 
feedback from the public on “possible 
street treatments, paseos, parking, 
design, and land use improvements.” 
The Chamber of Commerce will assist 
with securing food vendors and perhaps 
local live music. One of the stations on 
the event map that may interest Village 
Laguna members in particular is labeled 
“ENVISION BUILDING HEIGHTS 

AREA.” Lagunans who would like to 
help decide what our downtown is going 
to look like in the future will want to be 
there and speak up. 

MIG also plans to use a City trolley to 
create a portable workshop experience 
at selected community events such as 
an AYSO soccer game, the Farmer’s 
Market, the First Thursdays Art Walk, 
and the Sawdust Festival’s Winter 
Fantasy. Staff warned the Council that 
workshops like these cost more than 
the ordinary workshops contemplated 
in the consultant’s contract and could 
eventually require an amendment to its 
$300,000 total.  

Council Prepares for View 
Ordinance Implementation
Getting ready to implement the view 
ordinance adopted in May, the Council 
has entered into a contract for mediation 
services and set the date of January 6, 
2015, for interviews and appointments 
of !ve residents to serve on the View 
Restoration Committee. December 12 is 
the deadline for submitting applications. 
Given the Council’s objection to 
spending the $365,000 estimated cost 
of the program for the !rst year, the staff 
has recommended the hiring of only one 
new employee and estimated the cost at 
$160,550. Evaluation of the program’s 
operation during the !rst quarter of 2015 
may result in the proposal of changes.  



 
Canyon Project Gets Close Scrutiny

The artist work/live proposal at 20000 Laguna Canyon 
Road has been through a second hearing before the 
Planning Commission, and commissioners recognized 
progress but reiterated their shared concerns about its scale 
and its lack of !t with the topography and the character of 
the neighborhood. Anne Johnson regretted that it wasn’t 
smaller, with smaller units (the two units are 1,800 square 
feet each), and said that in any case it needed to honor 
the site. Norm Grossman repeated his earlier concern 
about the verticality of the elevator shaft, in particular, 
and recommended that the designer aim not at making an 
architectural statement but at making the building blend 
in. Linda Dietrich, Ken Sadler, and Rob Zur Schmiede 
were critical, among other things, of the amount of glass, 
the cantilevered decks, and the height of the retaining wall 
behind the building. The project will be heard again on 
December 10.  

San Onofre Decommissioning Plan  
Raises Neighbors’ Concerns

Laguna Beach is located within the 50-square-mile area 
subject to permanent relocation in the event of a radiation 
accident at the San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station 
(SONGS), which has been permanently closed because 
of safety concerns. The plan for  evacuation in the event 
of a radiation accident includes only the communities 
closest to the plant (and excludes Laguna). The plant 
is situated in a recognized tsunami, earthquake, and 
!restorm zone and is vulnerable to climate change and 
terrorist attack. The 1,632 tons of spent fuel now stored 
on the site will remain highly radioactive for tens of 
thousands of generations. All of this makes accident 
prevention imperative.

While Californians were promised when the plant was 
constructed that the spent fuel rods would be removed 
from the site, the current plan allows the storage of 
those spent fuel rods on site for 60 years or inde!nitely 
until a federal repository for them has been created, and 
the method of storage proposed (in dry storage casks in 
the open air) does not provide the maximum protection 
available. At the same time, the roads and railroad spurs 
and the equipment necessary for the transfer of the fuel 
rods to a safe repository are scheduled to be removed by 
2032, and there is no funding for storage after 2048. 

Some residents of the area around the plant are 
arguing that the spent fuel rods should be moved 
to a secure interim location, perhaps a military base 
or some other sparsely populated area, before the 
decommissioning of the plant is considered complete 
and that the storage method should be the safest 
possible with the available technology.

Corps of Engineers Outlines Project  
for Control of Aliso Creek 

An informational meeting for stakeholders of the Aliso 
Creek Ecosystem Restoration Feasibility Study (formerly 
known as the SUPER Project) was held September 17 
in Laguna Hills, and representatives of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers brought participants up to date on 
its feasibility study for getting control of Aliso Creek. 
Village Laguna participated in the scoping for this 
study in 2009, and one of the things we were hoping 
for at the time was that it would include alternatives 
to the 24-dam channelizing of the creek that was then 
envisioned as necessary to protect the sewer pipes that 
are buried in its banks. Five years later, the study has 
received new funding and is expected to be complete by 
the end of next year. Unfortunately, the long-awaited 
alternatives turn out to be simply minor variations on 
the original. All of them have dams (now called not 
“drop structures” but “pools and rif"es”) and armoring 
of the banks of the creek. The “ecological restoration” 
of the creek ecosystem will come only after the canyon 
has been graded and the creek has been equipped with 
concrete structures (16 now, rather than 24) designed to 
keep it in its (new) place. Moving the sewer pipes out of 
harm’s way does not seem to have occurred to anyone as 
a more appropriate and possibly less costly alternative. 
The next opportunity for the public to comment on the 
study will be in the spring of 2015, and Village Laguna 
will be ready.     



Join us or renew your membership!
Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone number _____________________________________________ Email _______________________________________

I have enclosed my check for the following membership (I understand the amount is not tax-deductible):

 Basic - $45/family, $25/individual
 Supporter - $120 per family (includes 2 t-shirts)
 Sustainer - $240 per family (includes 2 Charm House Tour tickets and 2 t-shirts)

Contact Treasurer Richard Picheny at 295-0545 or rpicheny@gmail.com to arrange for automatic monthly or quarterly payments.
Mail to Village Laguna, PO Box 1309, Laguna Beach, CA 92652

Electronic newsletter? _______________________________________

Massive House Proposed for Alta Laguna 
The Top of the World Neighborhood Association has 
learned that the house now planned for the last lot in 
the tract on Alta Laguna Boulevard opposite the park, 
where the Council recently removed the subdivision’s 
limitation of houses to 60 feet in width, will be 88 feet 
wide and have 8,810 square feet of living area and 1,691 
square feet of garage. The neighbors’ houses are on the 
order of 4,500 square feet each.  

“Housing First” Approach to 
Homelessness Assessed

Objections to the Friendship Shelter’s proposal of permanent 
supportive housing for Laguna’s chronically homeless 
include the idea that sobriety has to come !rst. In contrast,  
James Surowiecki argues in the New Yorker (September 
22) that Utah’s Housing First approach (the approach 
that the Friendship Shelter has proposed for dealing with 
Laguna’s 
effective, period. The old model assumed that before you 
could put people in permanent homes you had to deal with 
their underlying issues—get them to stop drinking, take 
their medication, and so on. . . . But it’s ridiculously hard 
to get people to make such changes while they’re living in 
a shelter or on the street. . . . In the years since [Utah’s !rst 
pilot program was inaugurated in 2005], the number of 
Utah’s chronically homeless has fallen by seventy-four per 
cent.”  Surowiecki concludes that the success of Housing 

First there and elsewhere “points to a new way of thinking 
about social problems: what looks like a giveaway may 
actually be a really wise investment.” 

Remembering “the Happiest Place”

In an article entitled “The Happiest Place” in the March 
2013 issue of Coastal Living, former Lagunan Tracey 
Minkin writes about her childhood in 1970s Laguna as 
follows:

“What made Laguna such a happy place? It began with 
a natural beauty, itself a tonic on any day, in any season. 
But what both set Laguna apart among its neighboring 
towns and allowed it, I believe, to endow us all with 
a lasting gift was its wonderfully odd, all-inclusive 
culture. It was a place so diverse that no one stood out, 
but no one was ever left out.”

She goes on to talk about the painters, the writers, the 
bohemians and hippies, the surfers, the Hare Krishnas’ 
processions, the football games of the Laguna Beach 
Artists, the clatter of skateboards, the echoing calls of the 
Greeter and concludes:

“Over the decades I’ve watched from afar as Laguna got 
more conservative and less diverse, and then bore the 
scarlet letter of venality as part of the reality show that 
bears its name. And while I mourn the loss of what Laguna 
was, I enjoy the ongoing reminder, no matter where I am, 
of that fundamental happiness my town embedded in me.”



The Assistance League operates a wonderful thrift store, the 
Turnabout Shop, at 526 Glenneyre Street. Local customers 
call it the Nordstrom’s of thrift stores!  People come from 
all over Orange 
County to shop 
for its high-end, 
good-qua l i t y, 
lightly used 
clothing, books, 
and household 
items, as well as attractive and interesting collectibles.  
There is a Boutique Store upstairs that has designer and 
brand-name apparel at a fraction of the cost elsewhere, 
and all this is totally run by volunteers. There is always 
something that will catch your eye and that you can 
de!nitely afford.  The Assistance League supports and 
funds many philanthropic programs for children as well as 
offering local community support and outreach including a 
clothing donation program for the Friendship Shelter.  I’m 
a regular visitor to the Turnabout Shop. Join me there for a 
fun and inexpensive shopping experience!   

FIRST CLASS MAIL
P.O. Box 1309 

Laguna Beach, CA 92652

2014 Board of Directors

Web site: www.villagelaguna.org

Ginger Osborne, President 499-4809
Verna Rollinger, Vice President 494-9897
Judy Teverbaugh, Recording Secretary 494-9454
Barbara Metzger, Corresponding Secretary 494-3624 
Richard Picheny, Treasurer 295-0545
Rosemary Boyd 494-4088
Bobbie Chambers 715-3612
Ann Christoph 499-3574
Kate Clark 376-9882
Johanna Felder 497-4525
Jackie Gallagher 415-0157
Darrylin Girvin 376-7565
Bonnie Hano 497-7454
Bill Ives 499-2857
Charlotte Masarik 494-1630
Barbara Miller Picheny 499-0505
Jinger Wallace     499-6367

                       Phone: (949) 472-7503
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