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Established 1971    To preserve and enhance the unique village character of Laguna Beach

November General Meeting
Monday, Nov. 24, 7 p.m.
Unitarian-Universalist Fellow-
ship
429 Cypress Drive

December Board Meeting
Saturday, Dec. 6, 9 a.m.
Home of Jinger Wallace
31952 Sunset Avenue

Holiday Party and Election
Monday, Dec. 15, 6 p.m.
Unitarian-Universalist Fellow-
ship
429 Cypress Drive

Village Laguna Choices for 
Council Win Voter Approval 

Laguna voters apparently agreed 
with Village Laguna that we 
shouldn’t pave paradise, electing our 
choices, Toni Iseman and Rob Zur 
Schmiede, along with Kelly Boyd 
to the City Council on November 
4. For the record, the figures were 
Boyd, 4,198; Iseman, 4,140; Zur 
Schmiede, 4,107; Hall, 2,593; 
Madison, 1,556; Merritt, 1,070; 
Grossman, 484. We look forward 
to thoughtful and knowledgeable 
decision making that is respectful 

of Laguna’s traditions and values. 

Board Election and Party 
Set for December 15 

Monday, December 15, is the date 
set for our annual holiday party and 
board election. The party will be 
the traditional sumptuous potluck, 
starting at 6 p.m. at the Unitarian-
Universalist Fellowship. As usual, 
we’ll be inviting representatives of 
the Laguna organizations we help 
support to share the feast. Mark 
your calendars now and watch for a 
colorful reminder next month.   

At its first meeting on October 15, 
the task force for assessing possible 
improvements to Laguna Canyon 
Road reviewed the consultants’ 
proposed alternatives for improving 
traffic circulation, bike and pedestrian 
safety, opportunities for mass transit, 
stormwater drainage, and the response 
time of emergency first responders. 
All of the five alternatives include 
undergrounding the utilities, and all 
but one would add one or more lanes 
to the roadway. While the group was 
tasked with choosing one or several 
of the alternatives for the Council’s 
consideration, the discussion at the 
first meeting produced consensus 
about focusing more broadly on 
the project’s objectives and ways of 

meeting them.   

Verna Rollinger, Village Laguna’s 
representative on the task force, 
will tell us more about what’s going 
on at these meetings when we get 
together in November. We’ll gather 
on Monday, November 24, at 7 
p.m. at the Unitarian-Universalist 
Fellowship, 429 Cypress Drive. 

Verna Rollinger Reports on Laguna Canyon Discussions



 
Heisler Building to Get Rooftop Deck 

On the recommendation of the Heritage Committee and 
the Planning Commission, the City Council granted a 
variance to the owner of the Heisler Building to allow 
him to construct a rooftop deck for the upstairs restaurant. 
Village Laguna objected to the proposal—all by itself, as 
it happened—for aesthetic reasons and because approval of 
it is a distortion the City’s historical preservation process. 

The building has been entirely reconstructed to look more 
or less the way it did historically, and on the strength of 
that resemblance the owner was granted relief from the 
12-foot height limit in the downtown and all the parking 
requirements for the building’s two restaurants and is 
receiving substantial tax benefits under the Mills Act. 
Tables on the roof were never part of the historic building, 
and in fact the applicant is going to have to build a 3.5-
foot platform so that people can see the ocean from it 
while sitting down. The standards for historic preservation 
are clear that a rooftop addition to a historic structure is 
appropriate only if it is not highly visible from the street 
and not permanent. When it became apparent that the 
project would be neither invisible nor temporary (part of 
the roof will be removed, and the umbrellas will be fixed 
in place), however, no one seemed to mind. 

In addition, granting a variance to allow it can’t be 
justified. Not having a roof deck in the downtown, where 
no one has one, is not a “hardship.”  The variances for roof 
height already granted had to do with trying to recreate a 
historic structure. This one allows a violation of the height 
limit to create something new and out of character with 
the building and to intensify its use.

The applicant’s supporters welcomed the project as 
contributing to a more “vibrant” nightlife downtown, but 
one of them seemed to capture the situation best when  
he said that the deck would improve business in the 
upstairs restaurant. 

Design Review Board Holds the Line on 
2008 Approval on Hillhaven Ranch Way

After multiple hearings in 2007 and 2008 at which 
many residents testified, a compromise was struck with 
regard to the house proposed for 3 Hillhaven Ranch 
Way, where there were issues of significant habitat 
and a natural watercourse.  The size of the house was 
reduced to less than 5,000 square feet and an open space 
easement was dedicated to protect the natural habitat on 
the surrounding property. Last month the applicant was 
back before the Design Review Board asking to redraw 
the boundaries of the open space easement (reducing 
the setback from the watercourse) and increase the size 
of the house. Village Laguna supported the neighbors of 
the project in asking that the changes not be permitted.  
The board members declined to entertain any changes 
to the easement and encouraged the applicant to revise 
his plans accordingly. The proposal will be restaked 
before the next hearing on November 20.  

San Onofre Decommissioning Plan 
Ready for Public Comment

Southern California Edison presented its decommissioning 
plan for the San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station to 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission on October 27, and 
comments on it from the public will be accepted until 
December 22. The Post-Shutdown Decommissioning 
Activities Report and the Environmental Impact Evaluation 
may be examined on the NRC’s web site (http://www.nrc.gov/
inf), and comments may be sent to Cindy Bladey, Office of 
Administration, Mail Stop: 3WFN-06-A44M, U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, Washington, DC 20555-0001.  

Basically the plan is to dismantle the reactors, move the 
spent fuel rods into casks that will be stored above ground 
and in the open indefinitely, and otherwise clear the site. 
Longstanding plans for evacuation in case of an accident 
will be abandoned on the assumption that an accident is 
unlikely now that the reactors are no longer in service. 

Meanwhile, nine environmental groups and the National 
Resources Defense Council have filed suits challenging 
the NRC’s decision to proceed, in violation of a 2012 
federal court ruling,  with a rule allowing the storage of 
waste on site indefinitely without a specific study of its 
environmental impacts. The groups and the NRDC argued 
that the storage and disposal of spent reactor fuel poses a 
major public health and environmental problem that the 
NRC has not addressed.  



Join us or renew your membership!

Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone number _____________________________________________ Email _______________________________________

I have enclosed my check for the following membership (I understand the amount is not tax-deductible):

 Basic - $45/family, $25/individual
 Supporter - $120 per family (includes 2 t-shirts)
 Sustainer - $240 per family (includes 2 Charm House Tour tickets and 2 t-shirts)

Contact Treasurer Richard Picheny at 295-0545 or rpicheny@gmail.com to arrange for automatic monthly or quarterly payments.
Mail to Village Laguna, PO Box 1309, Laguna Beach, CA 92652

Electronic newsletter? _______________________________________

Summer Parking Program Produces 
More Use of Peripheral Spaces, Trolley

A report on the results of the summer parking program 
reveals substantially increased use of peripheral 
parking lots on Coast Highway (at the hospital and 
at Pavilions), continued use of ACT V and use of new 
free parking at the Laguna College of Art and Design 
(with shuttle service to meet the tram at ACT V), 
and a 18.6% increase in use of the trolleys. (Total 
ridership over the summer was 704,194.) Demand 
for valet parking from the lot on Glenneyre Street 
and the one at the Boys and Girls Club was minimal, 
although it did permit an increase in the capacity 
of the Community Center parking structure by 30 
spaces. Demand-based pricing (higher prices) in the 
downtown and along Coast Highway proved to do 
little to reduce the desirability of those spaces.

Canyon Conservancy Celebrates  
25th Anniversary of Canyon Walk

The Laguna Canyon Conservancy dinner on November 
3 was a celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of 
the Walk in the Canyon. Harry Huggins and Charles 
Murray talked about the promotion of the event and 
showed a video about the day when 7,500 people 
walked from the Festival Grounds to Sycamore Hills 
to protest the Irvine Company’s plans to build 3,200 
houses in the canyon. Village Laguna was a cosponsor 
of the Walk, which appears on the agenda for its 
October 23, 1989, meeting as follows:

“The Save Laguna Canyon Walk starts at 9:00 a.m. 

Saturday, November 11, at the Festival Grounds. 
Village Laguna, of course, is co-sponsoring this 
demonstration of love and concern for Laguna Canyon 
that will help move the proposed 3200 houses, golf 
course, commercial units, and more out of the Canyon. 
Harry Huggins will talk about the walk. Mark your 
calendars. Tell your friends. Bring your family. We 
need a crowd of THOUSANDS! Call Laura Alexander 
to volunteer your services.” 

At that meeting members voted to contribute $1,000 
toward ads in the Los Angeles Times and the Register 
and $1,000 for an announcement on CNN. 

Last week a bench dedicated to the memory of Lida 
Lenney, founder of the Laguna Canyon Conservancy 
and the inspiration for the Walk, was installed at the 
Nix Center in the Laguna Coast Wilderness Park.   

Tentative Council Agendas Provide  Early 
Notice on Topics of Interest

The tentative agenda for the November 18 Council 
meeting includes several items that may interest Village 
Laguna members, among them El Niño preparation 
(Dicterow), water conservation, and a park-naming 
opportunity (Pearson). More information will be 
available by the time this newsletter appears, when the 
agenda bills will be posted on the City’s web site (http://
www.lagunabeachcity.net). Other meetings in the 
near future are tentatively expected to include CEQA 
implementation policy (December 16), clarification of 
nonprofit status for permit applications (January 6), 
and an appeal of the denial of Mozambique’s proposed 
intensification of use (January 20). 



Once & Again is the clever name for a unique store in North 
Laguna (1200 N. Coast Highway). It features vintage collectibles, 
gifts, and furnishings. Three rooms of tastefully displayed treasures 
delight the eye and 
invite one to linger. 
The treasures spill 
out onto the front 
patio in the form of 
garden accessories, 
fresh flowers, and 
an antique bicycle. 
Loraine Fiore, the 
proprietor, is as 
delightful as the inspired furnishings she offers for sale. November 
marks the anniversary ribbon-cutting event, a celebration during 
which 10% of the proceeds from sales go to benefit the Friendship 
Shelter. Loraine is on the board of the shelter, and she also supports 
our Charm House Tour by providing a North Laguna ticket 
outlet. You can check out her many offerings on her web site, 
lk@fioreinc.com. Better still, visit the store, where is so much to 
see that once is not enough. You will have to go back again . . . 
and again. 

FIRST CLASS MAIL
P.O. Box 1309 

Laguna Beach, CA 92652

2014 Board of Directors

Web site: www.villagelaguna.org

Ginger Osborne, President 499-4809
Verna Rollinger, Vice President 494-9897
Judy Teverbaugh, Recording Secretary 494-9454
Barbara Metzger, Corresponding Secretary 494-3624 
Richard Picheny, Treasurer 295-0545
Rosemary Boyd 494-4088
Bobbie Chambers 715-3612
Ann Christoph 499-3574
Kate Clark 376-9882
Johanna Felder 497-4525
Jackie Gallagher 415-0157
Darrylin Girvin 376-7565
Bonnie Hano 497-7454
Bill Ives 499-2857
Charlotte Masarik 494-1630
Barbara Miller Picheny 499-0505
Jinger Wallace     499-6367

                       Phone: (949) 472-7503

My Favorite Local Business
by Judy Teverbaugh
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