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Established 1971    To preserve and enhance the unique village character of Laguna Beach

February General Meeting
Monday, February 23, 7 p.m.
Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship
429 Cypress Drive

March Board Meeting
Saturday, March 7, 9 a.m.
Home of Verna Rollinger
825 Park Avenue

Officer to Report on Marine 
Life Protection Efforts 
February 23 

At our next general meeting, we’ll 
hear from Jeremy Frimond, the City’s 
marine protection officer, about 
his work educating and correcting 
beach-goers about respect for sea 
life. The designation of most of our 
coastline as a state marine reserve, 
which Village Laguna, as a member 
of the Laguna Bluebelt, actively 
supported, is entering its fourth 
year (of five), and we look forward 
to hearing how the protection is 

working. In the business portion of 
the meeting, we’ll be considering 
our budget for 2015. We’ll meet 
at 7 p.m. on Monday, February 
23, at the Unitarian-Universalist 
Fellowship, 429 Cypress Drive.      

Progress Report on 
Downtown Plan Update 
Scheduled for February 24

The City Council is scheduled to 
receive a progress report on the 
results of the urban planner’s outreach 
activities in the past few months on 
February 24 and to consider a proposed 
trial street-closing event. Preliminary 
results indicate that preserving 
Laguna’s unique character is still high 
on residents’ lists of objectives for the 
downtown.  A draft framework for the 
proposed update of the Downtown 
Specific Plan will be considered by the 
Planning Commission on March 11, 
and a draft plan is expected to be ready 
for review by May 27.      

High Time to  
Renew Your  
Subscription!

For readers who’ve 
not yet renewed 
their subscriptions, 
this newsletter once 
again (and for the last time this 
year) contains a self-addressed 
envelope that we hope they will  
use to mail us a check. It’s also 
possible to renew by PayPal at 
http://villagelaguna.org, and doing 
it this way will have the side benefit 
of allowing a glimpse of our better-
looking and more informative web 
site. If the mailing label says 1/1/15 
or earlier, dues are payable NOW.



 
Village Laguna Calls for Letters on 
Disposal of Spent Nuclear Fuel

In December our City Council took an important step 
by asking the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to see 
that the spent fuel at the closed power plant at San 
Onofre is moved to a safer location as soon as possible. 
Village Laguna was part of the citizen effort that 
led to the passage of that resolution, and it remains 
committed to helping raise awareness of this threat to 
Lagunans’ homes and lives.  

The reason that Edison is proposing to store its spent 
fuel here inde!nitely is that the federal government, 
which was made responsible for the disposal of spent 
nuclear fuel in 1982, has failed to create a repository 
for it. A possible repository site at Yucca Mountain in 
Nevada was declared unworkable in 2009, and a blue 
ribbon commission assembled in 2012 recommended 
the creation of a new organization dedicated to 
managing spent nuclear fuel. Meanwhile, the nation’s 
75 nuclear generating stations in 33 states are holding 
72,000 metric tons of highly radioactive waste above 
ground and, except for the ones that are closed, are 
producing more of this lethal material every day. 

At a panel discussion held in San Juan Capistrano 
last month, we learned that efforts to deal with the 
problem at the federal level are at an impasse. The 
speakers brought together by the Bipartisan Policy 
Center at the request of Southern California Edison’s 
San Onofre Community Engagement Panel included a 
UC professor of nuclear engineering, an attorney from 
the Natural Resources Defense Council, and a former 
utility commissioner. They agreed that there was little 
hope of congressional action on the spent-fuel problem 
and advocated state and regional solutions and the 
changes in the law would permit them. 

Village Laguna is encouraging Lagunans to write 
their representatives in Congress asking for action on 
a repository for spent nuclear fuel and to urge their 
friends to do the same. A lot of good information 
for letter writing on the subject is available in an 
October 2014 report by the General Accountability 
Of!ce called “Spent Nuclear Fuel Management” and 
in the 2012 report of the Blue Ribbon Commission 
on America’s Nuclear Future, both readily accessible 
online. Mailing addresses for our representatives are 
as follows: Barbara Boxer, 112 Hart Senate Of!ce 
Building, Washington, DC 20510; Dianne Feinstein, 
331 Hart Senate Of!ce Building, Washington, DC 
20510; Dana Rohrabacher, 2300 Rayburn House 
Of!ce Building, Washington, DC 20515. 

Historic Inventory Update  
Raises Concern 

In reporting on the update of the City’s Historic 
Inventory in the newsletter last month, we overlooked 
a disturbing aspect of it. In addition to the 96 houses 
on the 1982 inventory that will be removed from the 
inventory for having been demolished or suf!ciently 
altered to have lost their historic character, 131 houses, 
most of them rated “C” (contributive), are proposed to 
be classi!ed under a state rating system as “ineligible for 
local listing or designation through local government 
review process; may warrant special consideration 
in local planning.”  (How they might receive special 
consideration without being locally listed may become 
clear in the !nal document.) C-rated houses contribute 
to the overall character and history of a neighborhood 
without necessarily being unique in themselves. The 
loss of the status is likely to lead to the loss of the 
buildings themselves, and our neighborhoods and the 
City will be the poorer for it. Village Laguna is asking 
that the treatment of these houses be reconsidered as 
the project proceeds toward completion.  

Mayor Whalen Talks Priorities 
with Canyon Conservancy 

At its February dinner meeting at Tivoli Terrace, the 
Laguna Canyon Conservancy heard from Mayor Bob 
Whalen about his and the Council’s priorities for 
the coming year. Quoting the new mayor of Paris, 
Whalen argued that a city can’t be a museum; it has 
to change with the times. He pointed to the update of 
the Downtown Speci!c Plan, the Laguna Canyon Road 
Task Force working on linking the downtown with 
the open space, and the possibility of undergrounding 
utilities citywide. Our city, he said, is distinctive 
for the beauty of its natural environment and its 
history as an art colony. While organizations like the 
conservancy have been stewards of the environment, 
he feels that the development of the local art scene has 
been neglected. In the hope of doing something about 
this, he’s been talking to people about creating an art 
center where local artists could display their work and 
offer classes. 

Renovation of Beach Stairways 
Attracts Public Attention

The Design Review Board’s review of the City’s proposals 
for rebuilding the beach stairways and overlooks at 
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Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________
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I have enclosed my check for the following membership (I understand the amount is not tax-deductible):

 Basic - $45/family, $25/individual
 Supporter - $120 per family (includes 2 t-shirts)
 Sustainer - $240 per family (includes 2 Charm House Tour tickets and 2 t-shirts)

Contact Treasurer Richard Picheny at 295-0545 or rpicheny@gmail.com to arrange for automatic monthly or quarterly payments.
Mail to Village Laguna, PO Box 1309, Laguna Beach, CA 92652

Electronic newsletter? _______________________________________

Agate, Mountain, Oak, and Thalia streets is a classic 
example of the hands-on way Lagunans relate to public 
works proposals. The stairways apparently need repairs, 
and building code changes (including requirements for 
handicapped access) make it impossible to rebuild them 
in exactly the same way. At the same time, neighbors 
and the police want to eliminate places where people can 
sleep out of view from the street. As a result, the staff is 
proposing the relocation of viewing platforms, changes in 
grade, and a shift from wood to concrete. 

The !rst hearing elicited comments largely about the 
omission of the garden memorializing residents who have 
died of AIDS, and minor modi!cations were suggested. 
The following week there was an article in the newspaper 
about the project, and at the second hearing residents 
from outside the immediate noticing area appeared to 
point out shortcomings of the designs, among them the 
loss of north views and quiet places to stop along the way, 
the harshness of concrete and backless benches, and the 
elimination of a grassy area where beach-going children 
wait to be picked up by their parents. Board members 
raised a lot of new questions themselves and eventually 
decided that the project needed the kind of detailed 
scrutiny given to the Heisler Park renovation. The item 
was tabled until a public workshop on the stairways can 
be held.  

Village Entrance Design Team 
Selection Set for March 17
The initial responses of potential design teams for 
the Village Entrance Project proved not suf!ciently 
informative for a choice to be made among them, 
and as a result the request has been reworded and 
recirculated. The selection of a team is now expected to 

take place March 17. The design is anticipated to reach 
the Planning Commission for review in November and 
the construction contract to be awarded in June 2016. 

Preparations for the redesign of the Laguna Canyon 
Road median in the area, which will be part of the 
project, have already begun. The City has stopped 
irrigating the median and has received a $100,000 
grant to replace the grass with drought-tolerant 
landscaping. The area will be mulched until there are 
approved plans for it. 

Task Force and Council Follow 
Separate Paths in Canyon
Last month we reported that the City was talking 
with the Laguna College of Art and Design about 
constructing a path along Laguna Canyon Road to 
allow students to park at ACT V and walk to classes.  
Since then, we’ve become aware that detailed 
engineering drawings for such a path have already been 
prepared. The project raises questions of consistency 
with the zoning of the school property, encroachment 
into the wilderness park for a private use, and the 
abandonment of scarce peripheral parking spaces to 
a single private user. More important, it appears to 
constrain the discussions of the Laguna Canyon Task 
Force with regard to moving people on foot and on bikes 
along the road. At its January meeting the task force 
considered a proposal by some of its members of a path 
in more or less the same place that would accommodate 
two-way bike traf!c as well as pedestrians. Village 
Laguna considers these proposals ships passing in the 
night and plans to ask the Council to postpone further 
decisions on the LCAD proposal until the task force 
has made its recommendations.  



Yori Neumark is my go-to person catering to all my computer 
needs. His is a one-man operation that will address all your 
c o m p u t e r- r e l a t e d 
challenges. He has 
helped me select, 
install, con!gure, and 
!x my computers and 
mobile devices and 
installed a home phone 
system for me. I am 
hopeless when it comes to !guring out how computers work—
all I want to do is use these wonderful devices, and Yori keeps 
me up and running. He can help you select a computer, laptop, 
or mobile device and tailor it to your individual requirements 
and budget. If your computer needs an adjustment or a cleanup 
(removing viruses or unwanted popups, !xing hijacked home 
page and search engines) or is just running too slowly, he will 
take care of that, too. He is courteous and very reasonably  
priced, has never been late to an appointment, and comes over  
at the drop of a hat! You can e-mail him for more details at 
yneumark@hotmail.com.  
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