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Established 1971    To preserve and enhance the unique village character of Laguna Beach

March General Meeting
Monday, March 23, 7 p.m.
Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship
429 Cypress Drive

April Board Meeting
Saturday, April 4, 9 a.m.
Home of Mary & Bill Ives
31538 Egan Road

The Laguna College of Art and 
Design, with an estimated 500+ 
students this school year, seems to 
be growing by leaps and bounds. 
More and more buildings in Laguna 
Canyon are bearing LCAD signs, a 
new traffic signal has been installed 
to allow students to cross the road 
safely, and a pathway along the 
edge of the wilderness park that 
would link the college to the ACT 
V lot is being negotiated with the 
County. All this and developments 
elsewhere in Laguna Canyon have 
got many of us thinking about 
the future of the area. To help us 
understand how the art college fits 
in, its president, Jonathan Burke, 

will join us at our March meeting 
to talk about where it stands and 
where it’s going. We’ll meet at 7 
p.m. on Monday, March 23, at the 
Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship, 
429 Cypress Drive.       

At our February meeting, Jeremy 
Frimond, Laguna’s marine protection 
officer, reported that the word 
about our marine reserve is out and 
compliance is high. Violators of the 
no-take regulations are often simply 
uninformed and respond well to 
education. Our lifeguards and local 
volunteer docents are trained to assist 
him in making contacts and to call the 
game warden when necessary. In a case 

of gross abuse the perpetrator may end 
up paying a substantial fine and court  
costs and being sentenced to several 
years’ probation. Jeremy’s impression, 
like that of others who spend time 
underwater, is that species diversity, 
abundance, and size are up since the 
reserve was established in 2012. A 
study using baseline data from the 
1990s will appear soon, and the whole 
effort will be evaluated in 2017.  

Marine Reserve Apparently Working as Planned

President of Art College to Talk about Its Future 



 

3315 Alta Laguna Project  
Slated for Design Review 

A new project for the last of the lots across from the 
entrance to Alta Laguna Park will finally reach the 
Design Review Board March 19. The City Council’s 
agreement last year to eliminate the size limitation  
that was built into the original conditions of the 
subdivision has permitted the proposal of a house that is 
nearly twice the size of its neighbors—8,810 square feet, 
not counting the garage and a usable under-garage area of 
1,191 square feet. Fitting an enormous two-story house 
on a lot of this shape is going to require the removal 
of 7,792 cubic yards of dirt, which translates roughly  
into 650 truckloads. Village Laguna will be supporting  
the Top of the World Neighborhood Association 
in arguing that the house is incompatible with the 
neighborhood and the sensitive location surrounded by 
protected open space. 

Urban Planner Reports to Council 

MIG, the consulting firm that’s working on the update 
of the Downtown Specific Plan, made a preliminary 
report to the City Council on February 24 and proposed 
some next steps. Its fact-finding efforts so far have shown 
that Lagunans are interested in maintaining the city’s 
historic charm, preserving historic buildings, enhancing 
the artistic environment, creating more opportunities 
for community gathering and outdoor dining, better 
transit, and pedestrian and bicycle safety and mobility. 
(Is anyone surprised?) It found differences of opinion 
with regard to modernization of architecture, housing, 
parking, building heights, economic development, 
visitor-versus-resident-serving retail, homelessness, and 
street closures and circulation. In the next phase it wants 
to try out the idea of street closures, and the Council 
agreed to hear a list of options for this by the end of 
April. It also voted to modify the scope of work to allow 
more stakeholder meetings in Laguna Canyon.  

Canyon Task Force Gathers 
Data for Assessing Alternatives

The monthly meetings of the Laguna Canyon Task Force 
are producing useful information for the consideration 
of possible safety improvements. In January the 
group learned that the limited undergrounding of 
utilities in the Big Bend area that is already in the 
works will leave many of the poles standing and will 
require tunneling under the flood control channel and 
therefore closing the road to one lane for two weeks. 
In February the City’s traffic consultants presented a 
computer simulation purporting to show that adding 
lanes and/or roundabouts would save more time than 
was estimated earlier with actual counts but would not 
reduce traffic congestion downtown.  A subcommittee 
of the task force has introduced a proposal for a bike 
and pedestrian path on the west side of the road that 
members found promising, and the consultants have 
been asked to comment on it (see diagram on the 
next page). Negotiations for a path connecting the art 
college with ACT V are not expected to conflict with 
assessment of this alternative. 

Ann Christoph Receives 
Harry Lawrence Award 
The Laguna Beach Beautification Council has awarded its 
Harry Lawrence Award of Excellence to Village Laguna’s 
Ann Christoph for her tireless work for the community, 
her designs of parks, gardens, and public spaces, and 
her dedication to the community garden. The Council 
presented the award at the February 24 meeting of the 
City Council (see photo with Mayor Bob Whalen below). 



Join us or renew your membership!

Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone number _____________________________________________ Email _______________________________________

I have enclosed my check for the following membership (I understand the amount is not tax-deductible):

 Basic - $45/family, $25/individual
 Supporter - $120 per family (includes 2 t-shirts)
 Sustainer - $240 per family (includes 2 Charm House Tour tickets and 2 t-shirts)

Contact Treasurer Richard Picheny at 295-0545 or rpicheny@gmail.com to arrange for automatic monthly or quarterly payments.
Mail to Village Laguna, PO Box 1309, Laguna Beach, CA 92652

Electronic newsletter? _______________________________________

On January 17, 1977, Village Laguna held a town hall 
forum with representatives from the Cal-Trans, Orange 
County, the Irvine Company, and the city on the topic 
“Shall Laguna Canyon Road Be Widened?” That year 
Cal-Trans was proposing the widening of the road to four 
lanes from Canyon Acres to El Toro Road, pointing to 
the number of traffic accidents and especially fatalities. 
A questionnaire distributed at the end of the forum 
was filled out by 91 of the approximately 150 people 
present, and 68 of them advocated leaving the road 
as-is, suggesting improvements such as park-and-ride 
facilities, lower speed limits, stricter law enforcement, 
turnout lanes, and bus lanes. Of the 22 who favored 

widening the road, 3 recommended three lanes, two 
going out of town and one coming in. Village Laguna’s 
subsequent recommendations to the City Council read 
as follows: “Village Laguna is opposed to widening the 
road from the city boundaries to Pacific Coast Highway. 
Our central business district does not have the physical 
capacity to handle the traffic, let alone to be used as a 
transition to Coast Highway and coastal points north 
and south. Our recommendation would be to encourage 
park-and-ride facilities at the outskirts of town and 
maintain the present two lanes with whatever design 
modifications will improve safety.” 

From the Village Laguna Archives:  1977 Forum on Canyon Road 

The Laguna Canyon Task Force subcommittee’s suggested pedestrian and bicycle path



The Village Laguna web site has just received a much-needed 
updating and refurbishing, and it’s ready to entertain visitors 
at villagelaguna.org. Members should find it easier and more 
enjoyable than before to check the calendar, track Village Laguna’s 
contributions to the discussion of local issues, consult current and 
past newsletters, review the highlights of the organization’s forty-
plus-year history, and renew their subscriptions or order Charm 
House tour tickets via PayPal. Nonmembers should be better able 
to see what we’re all about and, we hope, be inspired to join us. 
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Updated Village Laguna Web Site 
Now Ready for Visitors 


