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Welcome for City’s First 
Woman Police Chief
Friday, April 24, 4:30 p.m.
Woman’s Club 
286 St.Ann’s Drive

April General Meeting
Monday, April 27, 7 p.m.
Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship
429 Cypress Drive

May Board Meeting
Saturday, May 2, 9 a.m.
Home of Roberta Kansteiner
190 Canyon Acres Drive

Charm House Tour
Sunday, May 17, noon
Act V Parking Lot

At our April meeting, Rita Conn of 
the newly formed local Alliance for 
Secure Nuclear Waste will show us 
the Power Point presentation the 
group has prepared for a campaign 
for the removal of the spent nuclear 
fuel from San Onofre. Our city and 
two others (Laguna Woods, San 
Clemente) have passed resolutions 
asking for action. The next step 

is getting more cities in the area 
that is at risk in the event of a 
nuclear accident to submit similar 
requests. Alliance members have 
met with congressional staff 
in Washington and have new 
information to share. We’ll meet at 
7 p.m. on Monday, April 27, at the 
Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship, 
429 Cypress Drive.      

Village Laguna’s annual celebration 
of Laguna Beach’s beautiful and 
original homes, the Charm House 
Tour, will take place on Sunday, May 
17. This year the focus is on Laguna 
Canyon, where the tour will include 
seven distinctive homes—some very 
old, some rebuilt after their originals 
were destroyed by the 1993 fire. 
(Photos continue on the next page.) 
The tour will begin at the ACT V 
parking lot at noon, and the last bus 
will depart at 3 p.m. Parking in the 
lot will be free.

Tickets are ready for purchase at $50 
($60 on the day of the tour) from our 
web site (http://www.villagelaguna.
org), by mail (P.O. Box 1309), or 

from one of the following outlets: 
Copy & Print Center, Cottage 
Furnishings, Fawn Memories, Hotel 
Laguna, La Casa del Camino, Laguna 
Beach Books, Laguna Nursery, Once 
and Again, and Ego Salon. For more 
information, call 472-7503. 

The 2015 Charm House Tour: Join Us on Sunday, May 17  

Rita Conn to Talk on Opposition to Fuel Rod Storage  
at San Onofre



 

College Grows within Limits, 
Aims to Make Us Proud

At our March meeting, Jonathan Burke, president of 
the Laguna College of Art and Design, told us that the 
college aspires to be “the Juilliard of art colleges.”  It 
offers four-year BFA and two-year MFA degrees, and 
its strong and well-connected visual-communications 
program is placing virtually all graduates in jobs in 
their fields.  Enrollment is 517 today and is expected 
to peak (though not right away) at a sustainable 
650. The college is using repurposed spaces at 2222, 
2265–2295, 2825–2851, and 3633 Laguna Canyon 
Road and has a 58-student dorm at 795 Laguna 
Canyon Road and a gallery at 374 Ocean Avenue. 
Freshmen can’t have cars, and a shuttle moves them 
in from apartments in El Toro and into town. The six-
days-a-week, morning-and-afternoon class schedule 
is designed to maintain the number of students on 
campus at any one time at 25% of the total so that the 
parking will work.

Art Approved for Main Beach 
to be Relocated per General Plan
The sculpture approved in February for placement 
in Main Beach Park is going to be put somewhere 
else. Longtime resident Dale Ghere argued at that 
meeting that the Main Beach was designed to be 
our “Window to the Sea” and had been kept free of 
structures of this kind over the years. Asked whether 
there was anything in the General Plan to that effect, 
staff said no, but it was later discovered that the plan 
says “Encourage the placement of art forms in public 
places, other than the installation of permanent art 
forms at Main Beach Park.” Accordingly, the matter 
came back on March 17 with the advice that the 
language didn’t prohibit the placement of public 
art on the Main Beach and that “a determination 
of General Plan consistency does not require exact, 
precise conformity to each and every applicable goal 
or policy.” To their credit, Councilmembers (with 
Boyd dissenting) saw things differently and voted to 
find another place for the sculpture.



Join us or renew your membership!

Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone number _____________________________________________ Email _______________________________________

I have enclosed my check for the following membership (I understand the amount is not tax-deductible):

 Basic - $45/family, $25/individual
 Supporter - $120 per family (includes 2 t-shirts)
 Sustainer - $240 per family (includes 2 Charm House Tour tickets and 2 t-shirts)

Contact Treasurer Richard Picheny at 295-0545 or rpicheny@gmail.com to arrange for automatic monthly or quarterly payments.
Mail to Village Laguna, PO Box 1309, Laguna Beach, CA 92652

Electronic newsletter? _______________________________________

Coastal Commission Rejects Proposed
Replacement for Historic House
An appeal of the Council’s approval of a house to replace the 
demolished historic Skidmore house, known as Stonehenge, 
in South Laguna last month produced mixed results. The 
Coastal Commission found much of the proposed new 
building in violation of the required blufftop setback and 
called for setting it back 30 feet (basically to the footprint 
of the original house). The beach access stairs, built long 
ago on the County beach, and the original cabaña on the 
bluff edge will remain but if damaged in the future will 
have to be demolished. The commission accepted the 
City’s position that the five-foot sidewalk along the Coast 
Highway that would ordinarily be required was unfeasible 
and approved a narrow one.  

Council Saves Legion Hall Tree,  
Permits Removal of Two Others
Three City-maintained trees came before the Council for 
consideration in mid-March, and one of them survived. 
The carob tree in front of Legion Hall had neighborhood 
support, and Councilmembers unanimously voted for 
remedial treatment that will preserve it for a time. At 
the same time, two eucalyptus trees on Acacia Drive that 
neighbors were concerned about were found to be healthy 
and to pose no substantial risk, but on a 3–2 vote (with 
Iseman and Zur Schmiede dissenting) the property owner 
was permitted to remove them at his own expense. 

Traffic Analysis Reveals Origins, 
Destinations on Canyon Road
A study produced by RBF Consulting for the Laguna 
Canyon Road Task Force indicates that 58.81% of the 
31,406 daily two-way trips on the Canyon Road neither 
originate nor end in Laguna Beach. The largest numbers 
of trips in this category, in order of magnitude, are to and 

from Irvine (3,931), nearby unincorporated areas (2,865), 
outside Orange County (1,807), Aliso Viejo (1,684), Lake 
Forest (1,099), and Mission Viejo (1,041). 

Alta Laguna House Sent Back
for Reduction in Size
The proposed 8,810-square-foot house on Alta Laguna 
Blvd across from the park entrance has been sent back to the 
drawing board for substantial modifications. Design Review 
Board members pointed to lack of compatibility with the 
neighborhood and the environmental context and inconsistency 
with the spirit of the Council’s action in granting the project 
relief from the tract’s width restrictions last year. They called 
for a redesign that will reduce the grading, the height and size 
of the structure, the volume of the basement, the number of 
windows, and the amount of impervious surface. The next 
hearing on the project will be May 21.    

Heisler Building Receives Credits 
to Permit Future Intensification
Following up on the approval last fall of a rooftop deck 
that would increase the capacity of the Heisler Building’s 
upstairs restaurant, the City Council has agreed to allow an 
increase from 273 to 324 seats with an additional 81 seats 
for future distribution between the two existing restaurant 
uses. Rated “E” (exceptional) on the City’s historic register, 
the building already had a 67% reduction in the required 
parking, and this concession brings the figure to 74%. 
(The remainder of its parking requirement is satisfied with 
grandfathered [virtual] spaces and in-lieu certificates.) A 
traffic study concluded that the increase in capacity would 
have no significant impact, and on the strength of this and 
the fact that the Heritage Committee originally approved 
the maximum (75%) parking reduction the Council voted 
4–1 in favor of the award. Toni Iseman expressed concern 
about the impact of employee parking for two bigger 
restaurants and voted no.    



In connection with a proposal to place a slew of telecom-
munication antennas on its building at the corner of Broadway 
and Beach Street, the phone company Verizon has agreed to a 
condition of approval requiring repainting of the building and 
ongoing property maintenance. Longtime observers remind us 
that the outside of this prominent old building, which is full of 
switching equipment, has received no little or no attention since 
it was painted in pastels in the early 1990s. 
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Telephone Company Building to Get
Long-Deferred Facelift 


