


County to Study Audubon Basin 
for Flood Control Possibilities 

One of the recommendations of the 2011 Flood Mitigation 
Task Force was investigation of the basin alongside the toll 
road on El Toro Road as a possible flood-mitigation control 
device. Built as a condition of approval of the Laguna 
Audubon subdivision to limit downstream flow from very 
large storms, the basin was later modified in such a way 
that it ponds water in all storms, and therefore when a 
severe storm arrives it may already be full to overflowing. 
City staff asked the Orange County Flood Control District 
to consider reconstructing the basin as a “flow-by” basin or 
installing a gated outlet that could be manually operated to 
drain the basin within hours in advance of a severe storm. 
The County has recently agreed to conduct a study of this 
possibility and has hired an engineering firm to make 
recommendations. 

Council Lifts Moratorium on Pools,
Introduces Requirement of Covers

At its August 4 meeting the City Council heard a lot of 
testimony in favor of swimming pools, primarily from 
representatives of the pool industry, and then decided 
to lift its moratorium on pool construction. At the same 
time, however, it passed an urgency ordinance requiring 
covers on all pools and spas, existing and new, when they 
are not in use and banning the use of continuous autofill 
features and water features that don’t have recirculating 
pumps. The support for a ban on construction that 
had led to the moratorium had apparently evaporated, 
leaving Village Laguna all but alone in favoring a ban 
for the duration of the drought with the possibility of 
installing the infrastructure for a pool now to facilitate 
construction later.  In any case, the 54 pools already 

approved would have gone ahead. Now there will 
presumably be more. 

Downtown Specific Plan Workshop 
Produces Some New Ideas

Beyond the “parklets” recently approved for Forest 
and Ocean Avenues, we hadn’t heard much from the 
consultants working on the revision of the Downtown 
Specific Plan until July 20, when they floated some ideas 
at a workshop in the Community Center. Describing 
their proposals as “development limited to two stories” 
(presupposing abandonment of the 12-foot height limit 
that has so far preserved the variety and unique character 
of our downtown), they suggested (1) replacement of the 
gas station(s) at Broadway and Coast Highway with a 
mixed-use development (cultural center over ground-floor 
retail); (2) conversion of Ocean Avenue to a “green street”; 
(3) filling in the gaps in the streetwall on Ocean Avenue 
(in other words, putting buildings where the parking lots 
are); (4) building a two-story parking structure with a 
park on top on Lower Cliff Drive and another next to Las 
Brisas; (5) moving the library (which they described as 
“dated”) to open up the area for community gatherings; 
and (6) taking advantage of the “unrealized potential of the 
village entrance site” (the current plan for parking and a 
walkway not being considered “the highest and best use”). 
A brief retail survey has been posted on the city’s web 
site to gather input on kinds of businesses residents would 
like to see in the downtown (click on “DSP Retail Survey” 
in the lefthand column on the home page). Community 
input on all this will be summarized for discussion by 
the Planning Commission and the City Council in a joint 
meeting this month before the next steps are taken. Carol 
Nilsen earned general applause for her comment that 
what’s important is that Laguna remain “a real place.” 

Planning Commission Clears Way for 
Penalties for Illegal Demolition

In two cases that surfaced recently, owners who were 
restoring houses on the city’s historic register or historic 
inventory demolished them instead, and for the first 
time the penalties specified by the historic preservation 
ordinance are being pursued. In both instances the 
applicants had signed a statement promising to notify 
the Heritage Committee staff liaison before removing 
or modifying the structures, and in both cases this 
didn’t happen. An ambiguity in the wording of the 
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ordinance led staff to ask the Planning Commission to 
affirm its interpretation that “demolition” had taken 
place, and on July 22 the commission decided that it 
had and therefore both financial penalties and a delay 
of the project five years (for the house on the register) 
or two years (for the one on the inventory) should be 
applied. Both matters will move on to the City Council 
with this recommendation.   

Village Laguna Contributes to Canyon 
Road Discussions 

In connection with the forthcoming report of the Laguna 
Canyon Road Task Force, the board of Village Laguna 
has taken the following positions on the issues: 

First, it approves as a general concept citywide 
undergrounding of electrical wires and the investigation 
of funding sources. 

It advocates maintenance of the current configuration 
of traffic lanes between Canyon Acres Drive and El Toro 
Road, in conformity with Land Use Element Action 
8.1.5 (“oppose any attempts to widen Laguna Canyon 

Road oceanward of El Toro”) and Transportation, 
Circulation, and Growth Management Element Policy 
1 (“discourage new roads and extension or widening of 
existing roadways, since traffic almost always expands to 
fill available road capacity”). One of the major findings 
of the task force’s study was that almost 60% of the 
traffic on Laguna Canyon Road neither originates nor 
terminates in Laguna Beach.

Village Laguna also advocates maintenance of the current 
center turning lane to provide access to residences and 
businesses along the road and allow freer movement of 
emergency vehicles. It opposes left-turn pockets and 
roundabouts because they cannot be accommodated in 
the existing right-of-way. 

It supports dedicated wildlife crossings and opposes any 
intrusion into the wilderness park for any increase in 
roadway function.

Finally, it encourages the City Council to immediately 
improve pedestrian access to the greatest extent possible. 

Arts Survey Gets Under Way with Online 
Questionnaire 
The arts and culture consulting firm chosen to develop 
a citywide arts and culture plan has prepared a survey 
to gather relevant information. It’s at lbarts.plan.com, 
and it elicits information about consumption of local 
arts and culture and thoughts about the needs of local 
artists and the community in this connection. A town 
hall meeting about the plan is scheduled for Monday, 
September 21, at 6 p.m. at the Community Center. 
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Twenty Years Ago in Village Laguna 

In August 1995 Village Laguna members were looking 
forward to a September meeting in which they would 
welcome Mayor Kathleen Blackburn to address current 
issues affecting Laguna Beach and hear from former 
Mayor Ann Christoph about the city’s policies regarding 
maintenance of trees in the public right-of-way. They were 
planning a Pretty Dog Contest at the dog park to raise funds 
for SchoolPower and encouraging members to purchase 
memorial bricks for the Forest Avenue Alley resurfacing 
project and oak trees for the Greenbelt project in the 
wilderness park. Gary Jenkins, president, commended the 
City Council for forming a task force to explore options for 
the Village Entrance site:
“Village Laguna encourages the City Council to develop a 
comprehensive project and put an emphasis on the aesthetic 
needs, which include stream treatment, park areas celebrating 
our heritage, and pedestrian-friendly courtyards with fountains 
and art which could be a social focus or gathering place for 
both residents and visitors. . . . In the event that this project 
is significantly delayed, this area at the very least should be 
cleaned up and landscaping utilized to immediately improve 
the attractiveness of this gateway to our beautiful City.”


