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Ocean Institute 
24200 Dana Point Harbor Drive 
Dana Point Harbor 

November Board Meeting 
Saturday, November 7, 9 a.m. 
Home of Kate Clark 
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See Our Town from the Sea: Coastal Tour October 24 

On Saturday, October 24, from 2:30 
to 4:30 p.m., the Ocean Institute's 
research vessel Sea Explorer will 
take us on a cruise up the coast to 
Laguna and back. Sara Briley, marine 
restoration director for Orange County 
Coastkeeper, local historian Gene 
Felder, and birder Charlotte Masarik 
will be on board to enhance our 
understanding of what we're seeing on 
land and sea along the way. Voyagers 
are encouraged to bring binoculars if 
they have them. Tickets are available 
for $60 per person by mail (Village Laguna, P.O. Box 1309, Laguna Beach, CA 
92652) or by PayPal on our web site (http://www.villagelaguna.org). 

Laguna Canyon Celebrated 
Both Outdoors and In 

The Laguna Canyon Conservancy invites 
us to celebrate 25 years of saving the 
canyon at the Nix Nature Center on 
October 25 from 3 to 6 p.m. There will 
be music by Live Oak Revue and a chance 
to win a "staycation" at the Ranch at 
Laguna Beach. Tickets are available for 
$30 each at the conservancy's web site, 
lagunacanyon.org. 

An exhibit at the Laguna Art Museum 
called "The Canyon Project: Artivism" 
documents, largely in photographs, the 
30 years of work in Laguna Canyon of 
the artists Jerry Burchfield and Mark 
Chamberlain, the most visible artifact 
of which was the Tell, a 636-foot-long 

mural made of individually donated 
photographs. Curated by Mike McGee, 
the exhibit will be on display from 
October 18 to January 17. 

Eucalyptus Added to 
Heritage Tree List 

A eucalyptus tree in the public right
of-way adjacent to 205 High Drive has 
been added, at the request of the owner of 
the property, to the City's list of heritage 
trees. The hearing on September 22 had 
been continued for a month to get the 
input of the neighbors, and in response 
to that input the project's arborist 
recommended some minor trimming to 
remove view concerns. The Council's vote 
was unanimous. This brings the list of 
heritage trees to 114. 



Staff Clarifies Status of City’s 
Treatment of Historic Resources 

The City’s decision last year to update the thirty-year-
old historic inventory has stirred up a small storm of 
protest from people who until now were unaware that 
their houses were historic resources. Owners of the 550 
or so properties on the updated list (whittled down from 
an original 850, some of which are now on the historic 
register and some gone), about 50 attended an April 
workshop and a second one on September 15 to demand 
removal from the inventory. An attorney representing 
some of them opined that the City’s handling of its 
historical resources “might not even be legal.” In response 
to this misunderstanding, City staff at the September 
workshop systematically laid out the development of 
efforts to preserve Laguna’s heritage in an effort to make 
it clear that (1) historic preservation is an important 
community goal of very long standing, memorialized 
in the 1981 Historic Resources Element of the General 
Plan; (2) that the framework for it is established in state 
and federal law; and (3) that the historic inventory was 
originally created and is being updated according to 
widely accepted criteria by trained professionals; and (4) 
that state law requires that possible damage to historic 
resources be evaluated and, if  necessary, mitigated. 

The protesting homeowners arrived convinced that 
having their houses included on the inventory prevented 
them from doing anything to the houses and dramatically 
reduced their value. Alterations of historic houses are, 
however, being made all the time, and “For Sale” signs 
sometimes include the words “Historic Register, Mills 
Act” as a selling point. Furthermore, one house for 
which the owner made the value-loss argument was later 
advertised in the papers as having sold the very day it 
went on the market for more than the asking price. 

In the past thirty-plus years, 300 owners of houses on 

the historic inventory have taken advantage of the listing 
to apply for inclusion on the historic register, which has 
allowed them to retaining nonconforming setbacks, 
receive waivers of fees, and under some circumstances to 
benefit from a substantial reduction in property taxes. 

Whether or not the revised ordinance that eventually 
comes out of this exercise will include a way of “opting 
out” of the inventory, according to the City Attorney the 
impact of development on a historic resource will have 
to be evaluated under the law whether it’s listed or not. 

Council and Planning Commission Look 
at Specific Plan Update So Far 

The City Council and the Planning Commission met 
in August to hear from MIG on the results of a year 
of work on the update of the Downtown Specific 
Plan. The urban planners reported public support in 
several workshops for their major ideas—among them 
building parking structures on Cliff Drive and behind 
Las Brisas, replacing the gas station on Broadway with 
a two-story mixed-use building (cultural center with 
retail below), moving the library to create a mini-park 
(“gathering place”) on the site, and eliminating the bus 
station in favor of stops along the street. The responses 
of the commissioners and councilmembers were mixed 
and largely noncommital. 

Planning Commissioner Roger McErlane wondered 
how the City would displace a prospering gas station 
to put a new building on Broadway and questioned 
the ideas of bringing 400+ new pedestrians (not to 
mention their cars) into a residential neighborhood and 
tearing down the library to gain a view. Anne Johnson 
liked the Cliff Drive parking lot but considered the 
library proposal “a terrible idea.” Other commissioners 
wondered what the consultants had to tell us about 
the retail mix and ways of encouraging resident-
service businesses (the answer being so far nothing). 
Toni Iseman pointed out that the idea of second stories 
and more housing downtown conflicts with the call for 
“vibrant” nightlife. Ocean Avenue at 11 p.m., she said, 
can seem like the New York subway. Steve Dicterow 
agreed on the need for a policy discussion of that 
unsettled issue. Kelly Boyd objected to the proposed 
elimination of parking lots on Ocean Avenue. Rob 
Zur Schmiede suggested that the feasibility of the 
proposals be examined soon, and Bob Whalen said that 
the provision of parking would have to be figured out 
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first and that he didn’t want to see the Village Entrance 
permanently devoted to parking.

Edison Receives Permit to Store 
Spent Nuclear Fuel at San Onofre

Public opposition to the storage of spent nuclear fuel at 
the closed San Onofre power plant is growing. The San 
Diego County Board of Supervisors, joining the cities 
of Laguna Beach, Laguna Woods, and San Clemente, has 
written the Department of Energy urging the removal 
of the radioactive waste from the plant site. Supervisor 
Dianne Jacob said that storing it on the bluff at San 
Onofre, where it is vulnerable to earthquakes, natural 
disasters, and terrorist attacks, poses a serious risk to 
San Diegans and millions of other Southern Californians 
(nbcsandiego.com, September 15, 2015).  

At the same time, the California Coastal Commission 
has just approved a permit for Southern California 
Edison to half-bury 75 spent-fuel storage modules on 
the site of the former Unit 1, now decommissioned 
and demolished. The commission’s staff pointed out 
that the fuel is highly radioactive and requires secure 
storage for thousands of years to prevent harm to 
humans and the environment. It also reported that the 
canisters proposed cannot be inspected for leakage, 
that similar canisters have demonstrated a tendency 
to crack in as little as 16 years, and that there is at 
present no way of transporting them off the site as 
federal law requires.  The commission therefore limited 
its approval to a twenty-year period, by which time it 
is assumed that “SCE will have developed the aging 

management strategies and the tools and techniques 
needed for monitoring and inspection of the storage 
casks which are necessary for ensuring the long-term 
transportability of the casks and the eventual removal 
of the [storage facility] from the site.”  

Arts Plan Workshop Stimulates 
Thinking about What’s Available

The consultants for the arts plan held a public workshop 
on September 21 to gather input for it. They’d been 
talking to people for a couple of months and recognized 
that in this community they didn’t need to make a case 
for the arts. Instead they saw their task as aligning 
arts planning with the other plans under way in the 
city, promoting coordination among arts organizations, 
and perhaps “partnering in the development of an arts 
facility.” Participants rotated among discussion groups 
around various themes, and local facilitators (apparently 
Arts Commission members) summarized the results 
at the end. Among the ideas that emerged were the 
need for low-income housing to help artists stay in 
the community; revolving displays of public art to 
keep it current; no art clutter in Laguna Canyon; more 
participatory art; lifelong learning opportunities in the 
arts; an artist-in-residence program; coordination of 
arts organizations’ calendars; more arts promotion; and 
purchase of the closed movie theater for performances 
and to save the building. Rather than supporting a 
cultural/arts center, participants argued for better use 
of the City’s many existing arts spaces. A draft plan is 
expected to be ready sometime this winter, at which 
point there will be another workshop to talk about it.



Longtime Village Laguna member Randy Lewis calls 
our attention to the screening this month of an award-
winning documentary by former Laguna Beach resident 
Christopher Upham. Entitled Return to Dak To, the  
film is about a return visit to Vietnam by the filmmaker 
and four fellow veterans of the Vietnam War 40 years 
after the fall of Saigon. It has been featured at a  
number of film festivals (Randy saw it in San Francisco) 
and shown at the National Gallery. The screening will 
take place at Seven Degrees (891 Laguna Canyon Road) 
at 7 p.m. on Thursday, October 29, for a suggested 
donation of $10. Those planning to attend are asked 
to respond to lehalopo@cox.net to ensure that there  
is adequate seating. 

FIRST CLASS MAIL
P.O. Box 1309 

Laguna Beach, CA 92652

2015 Board of Directors

Web site: www.villagelaguna.org

Johanna Felder, President
Verna Rollinger, Vice President
Kate Clark, Recording Secretary

Barbara Metzger, Corresponding Secretary
Richard Picheny, Treasurer

Ginger Osborne, Immediate Past President
Rosemary Boyd

Bobbie Chambers
Ann Christoph
Jackie Gallagher
Darrylin Girvin
Bonnie Hano

Bill Ives
Mary Ives

Roberta Kansteiner
Gary LeFebvre

Charlotte Masarik
Barbara Miller 

Phone: (949) 472-7503

My Favorite Local Business
by 

FIRST CLASS MAIL
P.O. Box 1309 

Laguna Beach, CA 92652

2015 Board of Directors

Web site: www.villagelaguna.org

Johanna Felder, President
Verna Rollinger, Vice President
Kate Clark, Recording Secretary

Barbara Metzger, Corresponding Secretary
Richard Picheny, Treasurer

Ginger Osborne, Immediate Past President
Rosemary Boyd

Bobbie Chambers
Ann Christoph
Jackie Gallagher
Darrylin Girvin
Bonnie Hano

Bill Ives
Mary Ives

Roberta Kansteiner
Gary LeFebvre

Charlotte Masarik
Barbara Miller 

Phone: (949) 472-7503

My Favorite Local Business
by 

FIRST CLASS MAIL
P.O. Box 1309 

Laguna Beach, CA 92652

2015 Board of Directors

Web site: www.villagelaguna.org

Johanna Felder, President
Verna Rollinger, Vice President
Kate Clark, Recording Secretary

Barbara Metzger, Corresponding Secretary
Richard Picheny, Treasurer

Ginger Osborne, Immediate Past President
Rosemary Boyd

Bobbie Chambers
Ann Christoph
Jackie Gallagher
Darrylin Girvin
Bonnie Hano

Bill Ives
Mary Ives

Roberta Kansteiner
Gary LeFebvre

Charlotte Masarik
Barbara Miller 

Phone: (949) 472-7503

My Favorite Local Business
by 

Return-to-Vietnam Documentary 
Will Screen October 29

 


