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July General Meeting
Monday, July 25, 7 p.m.
Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship
429 Cypress Drive

August Board Meeting
Saturday, August 6, 9 a.m.
Home of Barbara Metzger

Survey Results Lead Council 
to Pursue Higher Bed Tax

The responses of  543 residents to a 
survey focused on possible ways of  
spending money in the City and ways 
of  raising that money have persuaded 
the City Council that an increase in 
the transient occupancy or “bed” 
tax would be likely to receive voter 
approval in November. Respondents’ 
top priorities for the use of  additional 
funds were protecting beaches from 
pollution, fire protection, maintaining 
emergency response times, and 
undergrounding utilities. The results 
indicated that a 1% increase in the sales 
tax would also pass, but objections 
from downtown merchants seem to 
have led the Council to reject that 
alternative. A subcommittee was 
appointed to meet with the hotel 
owners to determine the size of  the 
appropriate increase before the July 
26 Council meeting. The purpose 
of  the increase is being described 
as funding “police, fire, and marine 
services and other city services such 
as public works, water quality, and 
community services.”

There are some questions  
that we’d like to see answered as the 
proposal proceeds to the ballot. First, 
what exactly are the unmet needs that 
this increased funding would satisfy? 
Second, is the description of  the 
proposal consistent with the possible 

funding scheme for undergrounding 
utilities citywide that we saw last 
March? That would have involved 
not just an increase in the TOT  
but all of  the following: an increase 
in the sales tax, a utility tax, a special 
tax of  $600 per year on properties 
with utilities aboveground, and a 
general obligation bond of  $20 per 
$100,000 assessed valuation—the 
last two of  which would require a 
two-thirds vote.

For our July meeting, we’ve invited 
a panel of  residents who understand 
money—City Treasurer Laura Parisi, 
Jennifer Zeiter, and John Thomas—
to help us formulate the questions 
for Council members that may  
clarify the situation. We’ll meet at 
7 p.m. on Monday, July 25, at the 
Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship, 
429 Cypress Drive. 

Short-Term Lodging 
Subcommittee Receives 
Public Comment, Proceeds 
with Ordinance

Bob Whalen and Steve Dicterow, 
sitting as the subcommittee 
for a revision of the Planning 
Commission’s recommended short-
term-lodging ordinance on June 
21, received comment from thirty 
speakers—twenty of them opposed to 
the revision—and then directed staff 
to bring back an ordinance that met



their own specifications by July 14. Residents argued 
that short-term rental is a business and regulation is 
unlikely to be successful; that neighbors don’t want to 
be permanent watchdogs; that people are renting and 
then subletting short-term without their landlords’ 
knowledge; that rental housing is getting scarce and 
long-term renters are being forced out of town; that 
the presence of a short-term rental in a neighborhood 
lowers the value of the houses next door; and that 
allowing short-term lodging in residential zones 
violates the community’s implied social contract with 
all property owners.  Staff reported that enforcement 
of the version known as “homesharing,” where the 
owner is presumably in residence, was virtually 
impossible (tenants are often coached to say, for 
example, that the owner has just stepped out for a 
moment). The following cities prohibit short-term 
lodging in residential zones: Aliso Viejo, Anaheim, 
Carmel, Hermosa Beach, Huntington Beach, Irvine, 
Manhattan Beach, Ojai, San Clemente, Santa Barbara, 
Seal Beach, and West Hollywood, with Newport 
Beach prohibiting it in R-1 zones except with a permit 
predating 2004. 

At Village Laguna’s June 27 meeting, John Thomas 
reported that compliance with the rules is the problem 
in all of the cities he contacted and that the hosting 
platforms (of which there are 24) do not cooperate 
with cities in regulating the business.  Planning 
Commissioner Susan Whitin pointed to the research 
that had led the commission to reject short-term 
lodging in residential zones, mentioning among other 
things a study of the purported benefit to cities in San 
Francisco that found that for every 1,000 short-term 
rental units there’s a loss to the city of $250 million a 
year. Banning short-term rentals in residential zones 
is the easiest approach to enforcement. Ann Johnson 
argued that Laguna is especially vulnerable to disruption 
by the proliferation of short-term rentals because of its 
narrow streets, with their parking issues, its density of 
development, and its year-round tourism. She went on 
to stress the General Plan constraints, explaining that 
zoning protects everyone’s property rights. 

Buttons and yard signs saying “Protect Our 
Neighborhoods” were available at the meeting. If you 
want a sign, e-mail villagelagunafb@gmail.com with 
your address and someone will bring you one.   

Budget Adjustments for 2016–17 
Fund New City Projects

Finding itself with a surplus again at the end of 
the fiscal year, the City Council funded a few items 
from its wish list and others requested by the public 
in approving the city’s budget on June 28. Council 
members set aside $97,500 for an anticipated ballot 
measure and allocated funds to the restoration 
project at the Dilley Preserve ($125,000, to be 
matched), the Laguna Plein Air Painters’ Association 
($50,000, also to be matched), a Monarch butterfly 
way station ($5,000), wayfinding signage for 
downtown ($25,000), an additional tidepool 
docent ($8,000), the radio station ($20,000, to 
be matched), the Great Park wildlife corridor 
($15,000), experiments with traffic-flow programs 
($50,000) and an experiment with closing lower 
Park Avenue for three months to create a space  
for public events ($50,000). Although the idea  
of a new community pool received very little 
support (26%) in the recent survey, $15,000 was 
earmarked for conceptual drawings for a potential 
pool at Lang Park. A feasibility study for an arts 
center, another item ranking low in the survey 
(26%), received $125,000.  

Council Takes Steps to Allow Removal of 
Trees Without Owners’ Consent

In the course of modifying the view preservation 
ordinance at the request of the View Restoration 
Committee on June 14, the City Council was 
confronted with a conflict between the committee 
and staff and came down on the side of the 
committee. The issue was a proposed provision 
allowing removal of an offending tree without 
the owner’s consent. Staff argued that the law was 
“unsettled” as to whether this would be an illegal 
taking and advised against it. With the exception 
of Toni Iseman, who wondered why we would want 
to invite guaranteed litigation, the Council felt that 
drastic measures were necessary where tree owners 
didn’t care about their neighbors and refused to 
comply with the committee’s orders. A revision of 
the ordinance incorporating this new language is 
expected at the August 9 meeting.



Join us or renew your membership!

Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone number _____________________________________________ Email _______________________________________

I have enclosed my check for the following membership (I understand the amount is not tax-deductible):

 Basic - $45/family, $25/individual
 Supporter - $120 per family (includes 2 t-shirts)
 Sustainer - $240 per family (includes 2 Charm House Tour tickets and 2 t-shirts)

Contact Treasurer Richard Picheny at 295-0545 or rpicheny@gmail.com to arrange for automatic monthly or quarterly payments.
Mail to Village Laguna, PO Box 1309, Laguna Beach, CA 92652

Electronic newsletter? _______________________________________

Doug Reilly Dies after Long Illness 
Longtime VL mem-
ber Doug Reilly died 
peacefully at home 
last month after a long 
illness. Doug was born 
in New York City and 
spent most of  his 
youth in New Jersey, 
earning a B.A. in 
political science from 
Rutgers University, 

where he also completed graduate work in 
business and law. Moving to California in 1986, he 
worked for the cities of  Pasadena and Irvine and 
ran a consulting firm that provided financial and 
other services before going to work for the newly 
formed City of  Laguna Woods in 2000. During his 
more than sixteen years with the city, ultimately 
as assistant city manager, he took leadership roles 
in nearly every aspect of  its operation, completed 
numerous major projects, and helped obtain 
millions of  dollars in grant funding. 

Laguna was his home for most of  these years, and 
after joining the board of  Village Laguna in 1999 
he served terms as recording secretary, treasurer, 
and president and for a number of  years produced 
our monthly newsletter. A political activist from the 
time he was in high school, he was at the dynamic 
center of  all of  our local campaigns and also served 
a four-year term on the city’s planning commission.  
We miss him and will remember him fondly and 
with gratitude for all he gave us.   

Forum on Nuclear Waste at San Onofre 
Draws a Capacity Crowd 

A forum organized by Rita Conn of  Secure Nuclear 
Waste on June 8 brought a crowd of  Lagunans to 
the Council Chambers to hear activists talk about 
getting the spent nuclear fuel removed from San 
Onofre. Among the speakers were the lawyers who 
have sued the Coastal Commission and Southern 
California Edison over the decision to allow the 
spent fuel to be buried on site. They plan to argue 
that the commission’s requirement that the casks 
be inspected for leaks can clearly not be met.  
The mayor of  San Juan Capistrano, an expert on 
regional transit, the director of  a group known as 
Public Watchdogs, an emergency-room doctor, and 
a geologist all presented excellent arguments from 
their own perspectives against leaving the radioactive 
waste in the ground at San Onofre. The doctor 
pointed to “an obscene level of  unpreparedness” for 
a leak of  radioactivity. The geologist pointed to the 
vulnerability to erosion of  the site and argued that  
the proximity of  an earthquake fault that is not well 
understood would seem to justify the declaration 
of  a state of  emergency such as the one at Porter 
Ranch. Our City Council has taken a position on the 
need to remove the spent fuel and is working with 
other cities to pressure the Department of  Energy 
to make this happen. While the San Diego Board 
of  Supervisors is on record with regard to the risk 
to the public of  storage at San Onofre, the Orange 
County board is not. Speakers encouraged members 
of  the audience to call our supervisor, Lisa Bartlett, 
and ask her about this (714- 834-3550).   

. 
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scholarship for 2016 
was awarded to Kara 
D u n n e - D o m b r i n k 
(shown at right with 
Gary Lefebvre at the 
awards ceremony in 
June). Combining an 
interest in science with a deep connection to nature rooted in 
her childhood experiences, she hopes to study the potential of 
microorganisms to solve environmental problems. A summer 
workshop at UC San Diego studying the enzyme nitrogenase, 
which when grown in Azotobacter vinelandii produces 
ammonia, pointed her in the direction of a career of discovery. 
In addition to excelling in advanced placement courses of all 
kinds, captaining the girls’ soccer team, and dancing with 
the high school dance company, she has worked with an MIT 
InvenTeam at the high school on a mechanism for purifying 
bacteria-infested water in less than 10 minutes using UV light 
and hydrogen peroxide. She plans to continue her studies in 
biochemistry at Scripps College.   

Village Laguna Scholarship Goes to 
Kara Dunne-Dombrink 


