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August General Meeting
Monday, August 29, 7 p.m.
City Council Chambers 
505 Forest Avenue

Endorsement Meeting
Monday, September 5, 7 p.m.
Home of Johanna Felder 

September Board Meeting
Saturday, September 10, 9 a.m.
Home of Darrylin Girvin

Council Candidates to Speak 
at VL Forum August 29

Now that we know whose names will 
be on the ballot for the November 
City Council election, Village Laguna 
has scheduled what will probably be 
the first public forum of  the season. 
The forum will take place on Monday, 
August 29, at 7 p.m. in the City 
Council Chambers. John Monahan 
will moderate the proceedings. The 
event will be telecast on Cox Channel 
852.

On the following Monday, September 
5, members will meet at 7 p.m. at 
Johanna Felder’s, 2680 Park Avenue, to 
decide whether to endorse candidates 
and, if  so, which ones. To be eligible to 
vote on that night, members will need 
to be current in their dues payments. 
If  the mailing label on this newsletter 
has a date earlier than “1/1/17,” be 
sure to send your check or pay on the 
web site before September 5. 

Higher Bed Tax Headed for 
November Ballot

The discussion of the City Council’s 
proposed increase in the bed tax at 
our July general meeting focused 
on its character as a blank check. 
Panelist Jennifer Zeiter argued that 
every tax increase should respond to 
a demonstrated need and pointed out 

that the City is running surpluses 
every year and has a reserve of $11 
million. John Thomas was in favor of 
the tax increase, saying that tourists 
cost the City $20 million a year 
more than they contribute, but he 
too wanted to know how the money 
would be used. When Village Laguna 
asked to have the proposed uses 
enumerated at the Council meeting 
the next night, it was explained that 
if the ballot measure spelled them out 
it would require a two-thirds vote. 
Rob Zur Schmiede said that some 
cities have met residents’ concerns 
about where their money is going 
by passing a resolution spelling out 
the uses. No such action was taken, 
however, as the Council voted to place 
the increase on the November ballot.

Council Bows to Opposition, 
Bans STL in Neighborhoods 

After another lengthy 
hearing on the 9th of 
August, the City 
Council voted 
unanimously to 
adopt the Plan-
ning Commission’s 
ordinance on short-term 
lodging, which prohibits  
it in residential neighborhoods. 
Thirty-four of the 45 speakers 
at the hearing opposed the 
Whalen-Dicterow subcommittee’s



alternative, which would have offered the 
opportunity to rent one’s own home out short-
term twice a year, and the proponents of short-
term lodging judged this opportunity not worth 
the trouble.  The focus of much of the public 
comment was the threat to the community. Several 
of the speakers compared the opposition to short-
term lodging in neighborhoods to the anti-high-
rise campaign or the fight against the proposed 
international airport at El Toro. Steve Dicterow 
called the opposition “overwhelming,” and Bob 
Whalen said that the views of a “substantial 
majority” had to be respected. Rob Zur Schmiede 
praised the Planning Commission’s ordinance 
as balanced and reasonable and suggested that it 
might become a model for other cities. The 36 
existing permits will remain, but any other short-
term use in a residential neighborhood will be 
illegal and subject to abatement.

City Contracts for Engineering On 
Rehab of Flood Channel 

At its July 26 meeting, the City Council awarded a 
contract for engineering services for improvements 
to the Laguna Canyon flood channel from the ocean 
outlet to Beach Street. Repairing deteriorated 
portions of the channel, including the last 50 feet 
of the box culvert at Main Beach, and enlarging the 
box culvert at Beach Street (see photo) to increase 
capacity are expected to alleviate flooding in large 
storm events.  Options for increasing the capacity of 
the culvert under Coast Highway will be explored.

Downtown Recommendations Largely 
Found Wanting
The most recent workshop in the series on revision 
of the Downtown Specific Plan produced only 
one idea that met with approval from Planning 
Commissioners—pedestrian “scrambles” at corners 
on Coast Highway. The rest of the consultants’ 
bag of tricks, including archways across the street 
in four or five places, two-story retail-and-office 
buildings surrounded by surface parking on the 
two gas station lots, a parking structure under the 
lot at Las Brisas, and a parking structure tucked 
into the hillside at the Village Entrance (!), were 
judged impractical, irrational, or reminiscent of 
Irvine. Commissioners were also disappointed with 
the absence of any attention to Broadway and the 
inadequacy of the study of building heights.  

EIR for San Onofre Decommissioning 
Omits Concerns about Spent Fuel 

The California State Lands Commission received 
public comment in San Clemente on July 12 on the 
preparation of an environmental impact report for 
the decommissioning of the plant. The plan calls 
for storing the radioactive spent fuel rods on site 
until 2051 and includes the construction, with the 
Coastal Commission’s approval, of a new facility 
to contain them. Questions of nuclear safety and 
radiological issues will not be included in the report 
because the federal government has preempted all 
those decisions. The City has appropriated $15,000 
for professional consulting services in connection 
with the City’s response to the draft EIR when it is 
released to the public. 

Residents Comment on Consultants’ 
Laguna Canyon Neighborhood Study

A workshop on the future of Laguna Canyon on 
July 27 drew two dozen residents to see what the 
consultants had in mind for their neighborhoods. 
A common thread in many of their comments was 
deintensification. Several said that they didn’t 
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want to see any more parking at ACT V or the 
Canyon Acres corner, and one mentioned possible 
environmental constraints on intensification of 
the ACT V lot.  Downzoning of some of the M1A 
areas was generally favorably received. The idea 
of extending the boundaries of the Laguna Beach 
Annexation Area Specific Plan raised questions 
about how that would work. 

South Laguna Parcels Purchased for 
Open Space

Through the mediation of the Laguna Canyon 
Foundation, two five-acre parcels on the boundary 
with Laguna Niguel in South Laguna have been 
purchased by the City for preservation as open 
space. The property is valuable for its visibility from 
South Laguna, its rare southern maritime chaparral 
habitat, and its two blue-line streams. The purchase 
price of $93,000 will be drawn from the City’s Open 
Space Fund. 

Council to Consider Tree Removal 
Without Owners’ Consent

A revision of  the view preservation ordinance that 
will allow the City to remove private view-blocking 
trees without the owners’ consent will be on the 
Council’s agenda on August 30.  So far, public trees 
are protected from the view complaint process, but 
a formal policy in the works may change this. In a 
meeting last spring on the subject, staff  explained 
that public trees are trimmed to professional 
standards biannually and are not severely pruned 

or removed because of  view considerations. 
Potential hazard complaints often seem to be 
based on view obstruction, but in these instances 
the City normally pays for an arborist’s report and 
takes the action indicated. Several recent instances 
in which requests for removal supported by an 
arborist’s report were rejected had led staff  to ask 
for a more formal review process, and the Council 
agreed to have one developed. Despite the fact that 
Councilmembers had decided in February not to 
have a view complaint process for public trees, at 
Bob Whalen’s suggestion view considerations were 
to be included. 

In the meantime, the City-maintained tree 
shading the Urth Caffé has survived, for the 
moment, a request for removal. Peer review of  
the applicants’ arborist report indicated that 
the tree was old and insect-infested. After a 
meeting on the site to which members of  the 
public were invited, the Council decided to 
treat the tree and look at it again in September.  

Heritage Committee Workshop to Review 
Historic Preservation Ordinance

The Heritage Committee will hold a workshop on 
Thursday, August 25, at 6 p.m. on the latest revisions 
of  the new historic preservation ordinance.  A 
revised draft of  the ordinance and other information 
will be posted on the City’s web site by August 18 
(http://lagunabeachcity.net/cityall/cd/preserve/
historic resources.htm). 
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Natural Resources 
Agency has awarded 
the City a $500,000 
grant to restore five 
acres of riparian 
habitat along Laguna 
Creek.  The City open 
space parcel known as the DeWitt property, which extends 
from Anneliese’s School to Phillips Road, was studied for 
restoration in 2003, and its restoration was recommended 
by the Laguna Canyon Flood Mitigation Task Force in 2011 
as a way of reducing the frequency of flooding by enhancing 
the dissipation of energy and diminishing erosion.  It 
became part of the 2015 master plan for the canyon and 
creek prepared by Greenbelt members Bob Borthwick and 
Lance Vallery and endorsed by the City Council last year. 
Removal of the piles of dirt left by the roadside after the 
construction of the toll road (see photo), removal of invasive 
nonnative plants, and the creation of a loop nature trail are 
anticipated. 

City Gets Big Grant to Restore Five Acres in 
Laguna Canyon 
 


