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Established 1971    To preserve and enhance the unique village character of Laguna Beach

January General Meeting
Monday, January 30, 7 p.m.
Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship
429 Cypress Drive

February Board Meeting
Saturday, February 4, 9 a.m.
Home of Scott Borthwick

Rooftop Decks: Enough Already? 
Sentiment seems to 
be growing that 
the proliferation of 
rooftop decks, though 
attractive for visitors 
and a big moneymaker 
for their owners, is a 
threat to the aesthetics 
of the village and 
to their neighbors’ 
quiet enjoyment 
of their homes 
(see next page). For our January general meeting, we’ve invited local architect 
Morris Skendarian, Planning Commissioner Roger McErlane, and the 
Hotel Laguna’s Stefan Andersen to talk about the problem as they see it. 
We’ll meet at 7 p.m. on Monday, January 30, at the Unitarian-Universalist 
Fellowship, 429 Cypress Drive.

A brief item of business will proceed the exchange. The slate of directors we 
elected at the holiday party last month failed to mention that Johanna Felder 
was a candidate for a second two-year term. Members will have an opportunity 
to vote on that proposal at the January meeting.

On December 19 we welcomed representatives 
of a number of local organizations that help 
meet the human needs of the village and 
shared our usual sumptuous holiday spread 
in a festive setting. Checks for our annual 
donations were received by (from left to right 
in the photo) Mike Beanan for the Laguna 
Bluebelt, Hallie Jones for the Laguna Canyon 
Foundation, Kristin Points for Friendship 
Shelter, Pam Lawrence for the Laguna Beach 
Community Clinic, Bonnie Teder and Janet 

Waters for La Playa and the Day Workers’ Center, Korey Jorgensen for 
the Laguna Food Pantry, and Dustin Bainbridge for the South Laguna 
Community Garden Park.  Village Laguna president Johanna Felder 
(foreground) made the presentations. 

The December Holiday Party: Friends, Good Food, Gifts



Official City Election Results Reported 
December 13

At its December 13 meeting, the City Council accepted 
the County Registrar of Voters’ tally of the votes in the 
November 8 election: 

City Council: Bob Whalen, 7, 039; Steve Dicterow, 
5,452; Verna Rollinger, 4,959; Judie Mancuso, 3,851

City Clerk: Lisette Chel-Walker, 9,925

City Treasurer: Laura Parisi, 7,625; Anne McGraw, 
3,814

Measure KK (marijuana dispensaries): Yes, 4,002; 
No, 9,702

Measure LL (increase in bed tax): Yes, 10,508;  
No, 2,840

Total ballots cast: 14,419 

Proposal for Coast Inn Remodel Sent 
Back to the Drawing Board 

A remodel of the 24-room Coast Inn (1401 South 
Coast Highway) and the adjacent convenience store 
that would include three restaurants (one of them 
with a rooftop deck entirely above the City’s 36-foot 
height limit), a pool deck with a bar, a deli/liquor store 
and retail cottage, a conference room, a spa/gym, and 
a garage accommodating just 17 cars was met with 
a staff report raising a variety of concerns and with 
vigorous opposition from the neighbors at the Planning 
Commission’s December 14 meeting. Village Laguna 
pointed to the noise, lighting, and parking impacts 
of the proposal, the excessive height and mass of the 
building, and especially the impacts of the rooftop 
deck. The Commissioners were unanimous in seeing 
the proposal as “too ambitious” and “not village-
scale” and continued it to February 15 for significant 
modifications. 

Council, Planning Commission to 
Meet on Village Entrance February 1

The last time we heard about the Village Entrance 
project, in August, the consultants were funded for one 
last try at a plan the Council could embrace. Suggested 
modifications included rejection of the idea of a parking 

structure on the Christmas tree lot and moving the 
pathway away from the road. Meanwhile, there have 
been hints from both the consultants and MIG (the 
consultants for the Downtown Specific Plan update) that 
someone is contemplating an eventual building there. 
Now we learn that there’s going to be a joint meeting 
of the Council and the Planning Commission at 6 p.m. 
on Wednesday, February 1, to discuss the project. It’s 
unclear what the agenda will be, but whatever it is, it 
will be important for those who want to maximize the 
green space on the site to be present.   

Planning Commission Rejects Request 
for More Umbrellas at Skyloft 

Following a pattern 
that has become all 
too familiar, the 
owners of Skyloft (the 
Heisler Building’s 
second-floor and 
rooftop restaurant 

and bar), after something like a year of operation,  
approached the Planning Commission last month with 
a request for intensification of the use: more umbrellas 
and heaters on the rooftop deck, longer hours, and 
more musicians. The management of the Hotel Laguna 
presented multiple complaints from patrons unable to 
sleep because of the existing situation. Local architect 
Morris Skendarian argued that the City needs a policy 
for rooftop decks, which he sees as affecting the skyline 
views of uphill neighbors and compromising the 
architectural integrity of the buildings to which they’re 
attached. Commissioners were sympathetic to these 
concerns and declined to allow any more umbrellas or 
heaters or extend the restaurant’s hours.   

Council Signs Letter to Congress on 
Nuclear Waste Storage
Through the efforts of Rob Zur Schmiede and Bob 
Whalen, a coalition of eight coastal cities close to 
the shuttered but still dangerous San Onofre Nuclear 
Generating Station has been established to lobby 
Congress for the removal of the spent nuclear fuel from 
the plant site. At the Council’s December 13 meeting, 
it approved a supportive letter from the coalition to 
our U.S. senators and the congressional authors of two 
bills proposing interim storage of spent nuclear fuel 
off-site.  Zur Schmiede and Whalen were appointed to 
represent the City at meetings of the coalition.  



City to Acquire Hillside Parcels

To settle a lawsuit and keep the property undeveloped 
(with fire safety apparently being a concern), the City 
will purchase two parcels with a total of 12.8 acres 
on the hillside below Skyline Drive, one of which is 
considered a building site by virtue of its having had a 
house on it that burned down in 1982. The $1,632,000 
cost will be met by $400,000 from the Open Space 
Fund and $1,232,000 from the Capital Improvement 
Fund’s El Niño storm reserve. Debris on the site is to be 
removed before transfer of title to the City. 

Downtown Specific Plan Update 
Under Way at Planning Commission

The Planning Commission has begun its work on the 
update of the Downtown Specific Plan, devoting an 
hour or so of each meeting to a review of the consultants’ 
recommendation for modification of the document. 
The first two chapters are mostly descriptive, and 
Village Laguna and the Chamber of Commerce have 
offered corrections and additions. One policy matter 
that appears in Chapter 2 is MIG’s recommendation 
to abandon the district (Ocean Avenue) identified 
as “resident-serving.” Village Laguna is arguing for 
retaining it:

“MIG seems to have misinterpreted the intent of this 
zone in pointing to the fact that resident-serving 
uses occur in other zones. The idea was not to confine 
resident-serving businesses to a sort of ghetto but to 
attempt to level the playing field for businesses that 
typically make less money by giving them a place where 
they would be preferred. Rents have historically been 
lower on Ocean than on Forest, and creating a resident-

serving district there was an attempt to preserve a safe 
haven for them. . . . 

Despite MIG’s assessment that the downtown serves 
most resident needs with the exception of specialty food 
stores and office supply stores, its own (albeit limited) 
online retail survey indicates that customers desire, 
among other things, more affordable clothing stores 
and stores with everyday goods (such as cookware, office 
supply, home goods). . . . The resident-serving district 
was the only thing the creators of the DSP could think 
of to encourage these uses, and in the absence of other 
incentives it appears that we still need it.” 

Artist Anna Hills on the Village, 1921
Toni Iseman noticed the following quotation from the 
early Laguna Beach artist and activist Anna Hills in  the 
recent exhibit of Hills’s work at the Laguna Art Museum: 
“Above all else we must hold clearly before our minds 
our ideal for the mental and spiritual development 
of the village life. We do not want commercialism to 
become the dominant idea—let industry and finance 
find other fields of activity and let this be a place of 
beauty dedicated to the fostering of the various arts, 
painting, literature, music.” 

Time to Renew Your Membership!
Annual membership dues are payable in January. 
The date on this newsletter’s mailing label shows the 
current status of your membership. If it is 1/1/17 or 
earlier, a dues payment is required for you to remain 
a member for 2017. Please clip the payment coupon 
below and mail it with your check in the attached 
envelope to Village Laguna, P.O. Box 1309, Laguna 
Beach, CA 92652.  

Renew your membership!

Name(s)  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone number _____________________________________________ Email_______________________________________

I have enclosed my check for the following membership (I understand the amount is not tax-deductible):

 Basic - $40/individual, $60/family

 Supporter - $150/family (includes 2 t-shirts)

 Sustainer - $250/family (includes 2 Charm House Tour tickets and 2 t-shirts)

Contact Treasurer Richard Picheny at 295-0545 or rpicheny@gmail.com to arrange for automatic monthly or quarterly payments. 

Mail to Village Laguna, PO Box 1309, Laguna Beach, CA 92652
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2017 Board of Directors

Web site: www.villagelaguna.org
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Verna Rollinger, Vice President

Kate Clark, Recording Secretary
Barbara Metzger, Corresponding Secretary

Richard Picheny, Treasurer
Ginger Osborne, Immediate Past President

Scott Borthwick
Rosemary Boyd
Ann Christoph

Jackie Gallagher
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Bonnie Hano

Mary Ives
Roberta Kansteiner

Gary LeFebvre
Jahn Levitt

Charlotte Masarik
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Quick action by City 
Council members last 
month prevented the 
destruction of a grove 
of eucalyptus trees at 
the Valido entrance 
(near West Street 
in South Laguna) to 
the Aliso and Wood 
Canyons Wilderness 
Park. Operating under a 
permit from the County, 
neighbors were having 
them removed, citing fire hazard and view issues and 
high maintenance costs, when City staff asked them to 
stop. Village Laguna has written the director of OCParks 
supporting the City’s effort to save the trees, arguing that 
they provide the context for the homesteading period of 
Laguna Beach history and serve as roosting spots for the 
owls often heard in the neighborhood.    

Removal of Trees at Valido Trailhead
Halted at City Council’s Request


