
May

20 1 7
Established 1971    To preserve and enhance the unique village character of Laguna Beach

Charm House Tour
Sunday, May 21, noon
Festival Grounds Sidewalk

June Board Meeting
Saturday, June 3, 9 a.m.
Home of Charlotte Masarik

Charm House Tour Sunday, May 21  

Six homes in the neighborhood 
of Wood’s Cove will be open 
on Sunday, May 21, as part of 
Village Laguna’s forty-fifth 
Charm House Tour. Kate Clark 
is shown above in front of one of 
the houses with Eveline Dennis, 
who has attended forty-three of 
the tours and will be honored 
for that at our after-tour party. 
The tour will begin at noon 
in front of the Festival of Arts grounds. Parking is available across  
the street for $3 all day. Tickets are available for $50 ($60 the day  
of the tour) from our web site (http://www.villagelaguna.org),  
by mail (P.O. Box 1309), or at Copy & Print Center, Cottage 
Furnishings, Ego Salon, Fawn Memories, Hotel Laguna, or Laguna 
Beach Books.   

We Celebrate Earth Day in the Dilley Preserve  

On April 22 we gathered at the 
Dilley Preserve at eight in the 
morning to get a little closer to 
Nature in honor of Earth Day 
with a hike to Barbara’s Lake. 
Wildlife sightings included 
mallards and a grebe on the 
water, a red diamond rattlesnake 
on the road, and wildflowers—
owl’s clover, monkeyflower, 
golden yarrow, Mariposa lily, school bells, lupine, 
sage, and more—along the way.   



Planning Commission Addresses 
Revised Historic Preservation Ordinance 

It was hard to tell from the public comment on the 
proposed revision of our historic preservation ordinance 
on April 19, from planning commissioners’ discussion 
of it afterward, and from the report of all this in the 
press that the ordinance is a serious attempt to make 
it easier and more attractive for homeowners to comply 
with existing state environmental law and General Plan 
policy. The hearing was the thirteenth in the past year 
and a half, and, as has become routine for these meetings, 
more or less the same homeowners, responding to 
inflammatory anonymous letters and ads, were present 
to express their conviction that this is a new attempt to 
rob them of their property rights. Staff’s repeated efforts 
over the months to correct this notion have fallen on 
deaf ears.  

Here are some of the facts: The state of California requires 
that the City evaluate the environmental impact of 
development on historic resources, and it specifies that 
any house older than 45 years, whether listed as historic 
or not, may be such a resource. Our City’s General 
Plan calls for preserving historic structures and the 
neighborhoods of which they are part, and we’ve had 
a program of historic preservation for nearly 30 years. 
Almost 300 houses are on our historic register, and 
many of them benefit from significant property tax relief 
as a result, in addition to contributing to the special 
character of our town that we all value.

The draft ordinance improves on the existing ordinance 
by increasing the benefits of listing on the historic 
register and calling for a special, less stringent set of 
local guidelines to be applied to alteration of houses 
rated “C” (for “contributive”) on the historic inventory 
(one of which is shown above). It commits the City to 
bearing the cost of historic assessments. It spells out the 
kinds of alterations that are considered “insubstantial” 
and therefore won’t interfere with any development 

plans. It increases transparency by requiring disclosure 
of a house’s historic status at the time of sale.  

The Planning Commission has asked for more staff 
analysis before it gets down to the business of looking at 
the draft in detail, so another hearing has been scheduled 
for June 7. 

Beautification Council’s Forum Offers 
Food for Thought about Trees 
The Beautification Council’s Earth Day tree forum, 
“Branching Out,” produced a lot of useful information 
about trees and the part they play in Laguna Beach life. 
Eric Jessen talked about the historical development of 
our local landscape, illustrating with early paintings 
by Joseph Kleitsch. He identified two early waves of 
introduction of exotic plants—one by the Spanish 
explorers (including palms) and later one in connection 
with shipping along the coast (bringing Monterey cypress 
from northern California and eucalyptus from across the 
Pacific)—and pointed out that the people who settled 
here were quick to plant trees to shade their houses. 
When he hears the complaint that the eucalyptus “isn’t 
a native,” he says, he’s tempted to say, “Neither are you!” 

The City staff members responsible for caring for our 
community’s trees talked about how they do that, and 
a pair of arborists discussed proper pruning (removing 
no more than 25% of the tree canopy in a given year 
and never topping) and deep-root watering. Another 
specialist pointed to the law against disturbing active 
birds’ nests and went on to explain that, while safety of 
course comes first, the selective retention of dead trees has 
its benefits--providing food and protection for wildlife 
and returning nutrients to the soil.  Video clips showed 
that properly maintained trees protect homes from fire 
by trapping flying embers (as happened during the 1993 
fire on Fairywood Walk and Canyon Acres).   

The Kleitsch paintings are on exhibit (as “The Golden 
Twenties”) at the Pasadena Museum of California Art 
(490 E. Union St., Pasadena) through August 6. A list 
of trees organized by preferred location is available from 
https://selectree.calpoly.edu.

Downtown Specific Plan Update 
Under Discussion
For the past several months the Planning Commission 
has been considering the recommendations of MIG, the 
City’s consultant, for an update of the Downtown Specific 
Plan. Public input submitted in writing in advance is 
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being incorporated, with staff comments, into the staff 
report for each of the series of meetings. Village Laguna 
has been working on revisions with a committee from the 
Chamber of Commerce, and so far commissioners and this 
ad hoc committee have agreed in rejecting a number of 
MIG’s suggestions, including the “green street” on Ocean 
Avenue, infill development and popup retail businesses on 
the Ocean Avenue parking lots, “branding,” and an “iconic 
gateway” at the Village Entrance.  The policy limiting 
enlargement of buildings has been reaffirmed, along 
with most other existing policies aimed at preserving the 
downtown’s village character and identity as an arts colony. 

For the May 3 meeting, on the topics of municipal 
services, hazards, and view preservation, the ad hoc 
committee has recommended policies on sidewalk and 
building washing, building maintenance, consolidation 
of trash receptacles, enhanced lighting on Forest Avenue, 
tree preservation, and scramble intersections. Upcoming 
meetings will deal with a second review of the parking 
management proposal (May 17), urban design (June 
7 and June 21), and downtown uses, intensification, 
parking, housing, the Civic Art District, and the 
Central Bluffs (July 19 and presumably thereafter). All 
of the materials are being posted online (http://www.
lagunabeachcity.net, then click “Government,” then 
“Community Development,” then “Downtown Specific 
Plan Update” and the links to the various meetings).  

Laguna Stands Out among Neighbors in 
Liquor Licenses and DUIs

Our friend John Thomas has assembled some striking 
figures on liquor licenses and DUI arrests for Laguna and 
neighboring cities. The number of licenses per thousand 
residents (column 1) and the number of DUI arrests per 
thousand residents (column 2) in 2014 were as follows:

Irvine   1.46   2.2

Huntington Beach 2.02   3.5

Dana Point  3.39   4.1

Newport Beach 3.84   5.5
Laguna Beach  5.52 13.0

(https://www.abc.ca.gov/datport/AHCity.asp;  
http://www.ots.ca.gov/Media_and_Research Rankings/). 

According to the Laguna Beach Police Department, the 
number of DUIs rose in 2015 to 389 but was back to the 
2014 figure, 304, in 2016. 

Alternative Sleeping Location Staff 
Reports on Contacts in 2016 

Mia Ferreira, program manager for Friendship Shelter’s 
Alternative Sleeping Location, has sent us some summary 
figures for 2016: 501 individuals offered safe shelter, 22 of 
them moved to the shelter’s self-sufficiency program and 17 
placed in permanent supportive housing, 94 on a waiting 
list for housing, and 23,965 dinners served by community 
volunteers. Supportive services now include weekly 
support groups, veterans’ outreach, case management, and 
attention to health and mental health issues. 

“Under the Flight Path” Forum 
Scheduled for May 15 in Laguna Niguel

Orange County Supervisors Lisa Bartlett and Todd Spitzer, 
the City of Laguna Niguel, and John Wayne Airport are 
cosponsoring a community forum on the new aircraft 
flight paths and associated noise impacts  in South Orange 
County. The forum will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
Laguna Niguel City Hall, 30111 Crown Valley Parkway, 
on Monday, May 15. For more information, contact James 
Dinwiddie (james.dinwiddie@ocgov.com).  
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Greg MacGillivray has shared with us a research paper 
that his firm commissioned entitled “Preserving Laguna’s 
Architectural Heritage,” in which Michael Gil makes 
the case for a vigorous defense of the aesthetic unity of 
Laguna’s downtown and Coast Highway commercial zones 
as follows:

 “Laguna’s traditional architecture grounds all of us who 
live here by providing a link to our heritage. Further, in 
connecting each of us to the past, it connects us to each 
other, laying the foundation for a vital community. . . While 
the possibility of retaining Laguna’s links to history should 
be the only inducement required to spur the community to 
action, further motivation can be found in the substantial 
body of evidence documenting the economic and cultural 
value derived from the preservation by the city of distinct 
local character.” 

Gil cites studies from across the country that show that 
historic preservation increases tourism, as travelers 
increasingly seek “unique locales where they can experience 
lifestyles different from those they know at home,” and 
increases property values.   

Reasons for Preserving Laguna’s 
Architectural Heritage


