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August Board Meeting
Saturday, August 5, 9 a.m.
Home of Barbara Metzger

Annual Picnic
Monday, August 28, 6 p.m.
Aliso Beach

Historic Preservation Discussion Continues

At our June general meeting, Ann Christoph talked about the history of 
historic preservation in Laguna and spelled out what’s involved in the current 
effort to make the historic preservation ordinance easier to live with. (For 
those who missed it, her PowerPoint presentation is available on our web site 
[villagelaguna.org].) 

Updating of the historic preservation ordinance (adopted in 1989 and amended 
in 2006), a process now well into its second year, has been complicated by the 
vigorous opposition to historic preservation of a group of homeowners who 
have just realized that their homes are historic resources.  One of our local 
columnists has apparently heard that “Village Laguna’s current mission is to put 
every structure more than 50 years old on an historic list, meaning you never 
can change it, ever, its value destroyed.” Nothing could be farther from the 
truth, but this is an example of the kind of misinformation that dominates the 
testimony at every hearing on the subject.  (For the record: [1] The “list”—the 
historic resources inventory—was adopted by resolution by the City Council in 
1981. [2] It’s the California Environmental Quality Act [CEQA] that requires 
consideration of any structure over 50 years old as potentially historic. [3] 
Changes to historic structures can in fact be made. [4] Historic structures are   
being sold for market prices all the time. [5] What Village Laguna is arguing 
for is a solution that would ease the burden on homeowners without violating 
state law and the City’s General Plan.)

The Heritage Committee and the Design Review Board have approved a 
revised ordinance that would increase the incentives for preservation and reduce 
the difficulties by developing local guidelines for alterations to structures that 
have been rated “contributory” rather than “excellent” or “key.”  The Planning 
Commission, in contrast, is leaning toward simply declaring contributory 
structures “not historic” (which, however, would be a violation of CEQA) and 
excluding them from the historic register while at the same time proposing to 
grant them almost all the ordinance’s benefits and requiring a written agreement 
to preserve them.  (Commissioners seem comfortable with this contradiction.) 
Staff will be preparing another draft for consideration on September 6. Whether 
it will resolve any of the current draft’s many inconsistencies or meet the 
objectives of the revision remains to be seen.  



July Meetings on Current Issues 
This month is full of public hearings on issues of 
concern to Village Laguna. Here are a few of them:

July 13—Design Review Board hearing on draft 
Landscaping and Scenic Highways Element

July 19—Planning Commission review of (1) 
modifications to Coast Inn redevelopment proposal, 
(2) amendments to Downtown Specific Plan (Topic 9, 
Housing), and (3) final report on the Laguna Canyon 
study 

July 25—City Council hearing on (1) appeal of denial 
of short-term lodging application for 2599 Glenneyre 
Street; (2) purchase of replacement for City Hall 
pepper tree; (3) update on the Climate Protection 
Action Plan

July 26—Planning Commission review of draft 
Landscaping and Scenic Highways Element

July 27—Design Review Board hearing on 
modifications to proposed development off  
Cerritos Drive 

Save the Date for the Annual Picnic! 
The next time we meet as a group will be Monday, 
August 28, at our annual picnic on Aliso Beach. Watch 
for details in the next newsletter and save the date and 
the time (6 p.m. till dusk). 

Village Laguna Scholarship Goes to 
Alexandria Hinmon 
Alexandria Hinmon is the recipient of Village 
Laguna’s annual scholarship for 2017. Here is some 
of what she said about herself in her application:

“I have spent the majority of 
my life on or around the water, 
and I’ve grown up by the 
beach; it is my playground. I 
am a rower; I spend four hours 
each day on the water. I am a 
surfer; I have spent hundreds 
of hours observing the ocean 
from the top of a surfboard. I 
am a lifeguard; I have spent countless hours making 
sure people use the water safely. The waterways of our 
planet have been a significant part of my eighteen 
years. I have witnessed their plight, and I know that 

mankind is to blame. My goal for the future is to 
become a part of the solution to undo this damage.” 

While in middle school, Alexandria was a tidepool 
docent, and while in high school she developed a program 
for recycling batteries to help control the leaking of 
chemicals into our soil and oceans, distributing battery 
collection boxes to businesses, hotels, churches, and 
schools. As a freshman at UCLA next fall, she hopes 
to initiate such a program throughout the university 
system. She intends to major in microbiology, where she 
can participate in hands-on research on real-world issues. 

Our Judy Teverbaugh presented the award at the 
graduation ceremony in Irvine Bowl on June 23.

Friendship Shelter Launches Outreach 
to Downtown Homeless

Friendship Shelter has announced a ten-week program 
of outreach to the homeless in the downtown, with 
the goal of helping to connect them to local resources 
and responding to noncriminal issues involving 
them. Outreach staff will be on call Monday through 
Friday during business hours and will answer after-
hours or weekend calls promptly. The hotline number 
to call in the case of a homeless person in distress or 
in need of help or any noncriminal issue involving the 
homeless downtown is 949-339-6042. 

Historic Pepper Tree Fenced in for 
Safety at City Hall 

The picket fencing 
around the pepper 
tree in front of City 
Hall is there to 
protect passersby 
if it should fall. 
Two arborists 
hired to assess the 
health of a number of significant city trees have found 
that this one, planted in 1885 in front of the ranch 
house of homesteader George Rogers (see the Roy 
Ropp painting above, from the City’s collection), is 
90 percent hollow and likely to fall. The tree has, of 
course, already defied expectations of its demise. Back 
in the day, a new tree was planted nearby to take its 
place and then removed some years later when it went 



 

Renew your membership!

Name(s)
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone number
 
_____________________________________________ Email_______________________________________

I have enclosed my check for the following membership (I understand the amount is not tax-deductible):

Basic - $40/individual, $60/family

Supporter - $150/family (includes 2 t-shirts)

Sustainer - $250/family (includes 2 Charm House Tour tickets and 2 t-shirts)

Contact Treasurer Richard Picheny at 295-0545 or rpicheny@gmail.com to arrange for automatic monthly or quarterly payments. 
Mail to Village Laguna, PO Box 1309, Laguna Beach, CA 92652

Please send me my newsletter electronically instead of by mail.

right on living. This time, however, there seems to be 
consensus that it’s all but finished and can’t be left to 
drop on people and parked cars. The City Council plans 
to cut it back dramatically and plant a mature tree next 
to it, doing both on the same day in an attempt to 
spare residents’ feelings. More detailed plans for this 
undertaking will be aired at the Council meeting on 
July 25. 

Planning Commission Reviews Final 
Laguna Canyon Study Report
The Planning Commission has been holding hearings 
on the final report of the Laguna Canyon Planning 
Study and will look at it again on July 19. Some of the 
recommendations are as follows:

Expand the Laguna Canyon Annexation Area Specific 
Plan to extend from the eastern edge of Sarah Thurston 
Park to El Toro Road on both sides of the road.

Establish separate design guidelines and development 
regulations for Canyon Acres, Castle Rock, and Sun Valley.

Adjust allowable uses in the M-1B zone to create a 
lower-intensity buffer between the M-1A zone and 
residential uses. 

Ensure that development standards are consistent with 
the artists’ work/live ordinance.

Establish a maximum density limit to retain the 
character of the Canyon area and a sliding scale of 
maximum building heights depending on building 
siting, lot depth, and buildable area. 

Install a soft pedestrian path on the west side of Laguna 
Canyon Road.

Consider alternatives to the existing pedestrian crossing 
at the Laguna College of Art and Design.

Require City-approved master plans for Anneliese 
School and LCAD.

Landscape and Scenic Highways 
Element Debuts at Design Review 
Board July 13 

The set of policies guiding the preservation and 
enhancement of Laguna’s land-scape resources and 
its scenic streets and high-ways since 1995 has been 
revised and updated with the intention of its becoming 
an element of the General Plan. The topics covered 
by the Landscape and Scenic Highways Element 
include sustainability, neighborhood character, view 
management, scenic highways, streetscapes and parks, 
heritage trees and landscapes, fire safety, and landform 
stability. A hefty companion volume contains 
descriptions of the landscaping of Laguna’s various 
neighborhoods (divided into 12 areas, some with 
subdivisions) and recommendations for enhancing it, 
along with guidelines for pruning and maintenance, 
lists of recommended plants, and lists of heritage 
and candidate heritage trees. The two volumes, both 
illustrated, are worth looking at on the City’s web site. 
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Many of us remember 
Marriner’s Book Store on 
Forest Avenue. Krissie 
Marriner managed it until 
it closed in 1998, and for 
the past eight years she has 
been running Café Wyland, 
a kiosk at 509 South Coast 
Highway in front of the 
Wyland Gallery. It’s always 
nice to be greeted by Krissie 
and enjoy a hot or cold chai 
latté or a smoothie or cold 
drink and one of the café’s 
homemade treats. The 
bonus is the beach view on the back deck, a semiprivate 
balcony with tables and chairs overlooking the ocean. 
Stop in this summer and enjoy the brew and the view! 
Best prices in town!   

My Favorite Local Business
by Jackie Gallagher


