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Annual Picnic
Monday, August 28, 6 p.m.
Aliso Beach 

September Board Meeting
Saturday, September 2, 9 a.m.
Home of Darrylin Girvin

Annual Picnic at the Beach 
Set for August 28 

Our annual picnic is scheduled for 
Monday, August 28, at 6 p.m. at Aliso 
Beach. We’ll provide the traditional 
hot dogs for grilling over the fire and 
makings for s’mores. Bring a dish to 
share that will serve 6–8 and whatever 
you want to drink (alcohol and glass 
are prohibited on the beach) along 
with your own dishes and utensils. 
Sunscreen and/or hats and beach chairs 
are recommended. Parking is available 
immediately adjacent to the beach for 
$1 an hour (exact change). 

Design Review on Coast 
Inn Project Continued to 
September 20

The Design Review Board hearing on 
a modified proposal for remodeling 
the Coast Inn has been postponed to 
September 20. It’s too early to tell 
what the new proposal—supposedly 
reducing the scale and impact of 
the project—will include, but in 
the meantime Village Laguna has 

written the board to express concerns 
that the proposal goes beyond what 
is recommended by the Secretary 
of the Interior’s standards for the 
rehabilitation of historic buildings. In 
particular, those standards specifically 
mention rooftop decks, declaring that 
“constructing a rooftop addition that 
is highly visible, which negatively 
impacts the character of the historic 
building, its site, setting, or district,” 
is “not recommended.”  

Downtown Parking 
Structures Return to the 
Council’s Agenda 
At the Council’s July 25 meeting, 
staff presented information on 
seven possible sites in the City for 
the addition of a public parking 
structure, and Councilmembers 
agreed to pursue further assessment 
of the locations considered most 
attractive: 777 Laguna Canyon Road 
(from the Art-A-Fair through the 
Bartlett Center), 331–397 North 
Coast Highway (the whole block from 
Cliff Drive to Jasmine Street), 696 
South Coast Highway (the Holiday 
Inn), and 361–363 Third Street (the 
Presbyterian Church parking lot and 
the two adjacent lots). Construction 
in three of the four locations would 
require public-private partnerships, 
and the public parking spaces would 
all be underground, at least two levels 
down and sometimes three. To pay for 



them, staff is proposing bond issues secured by existing 
and future parking revenues. 

All of the locations except the Third Street one are 
associated with major development proposals (hotel 
and retail uses on the Coast Highway sites and 
student housing in the Canyon).  Of the locations 
within the Downtown Specific Plan boundaries, at 
least the Canyon one would appear to require the 
combination of parcels to create a single large one— 
a move prohibited by the DSP (to keep develop- 
ment small-scale) but recently endorsed by the 
Planning Commission.

The proposal was unexpected, partly because for 
some time it has appeared that the Council and 
the public were on the same page about parking—
with peripheral parking plus transit being judged 
preferable to any new attempt to accommodate more 
cars in the downtown. Perhaps for this reason, the 
public input was limited but, not surprisingly, almost 
entirely critical. Councilmembers were at pains to 
explain that creating more parking for visitors would 
free up parking for residents and that the City would 
be attempting to persuade the Coastal Commission 
to allow residents-only parking in neighborhoods 
in exchange.  Questions are being raised about, 
among other things, the likelihood of this result 
and the nature of the trade-offs involved in public-
private partnerships (given the City’s experience with 
Treasure Island Park, where in exchange for the park 
it ended up paying for all of the deep excavation that 
the proposed hotel required). We can expect more 
discussion as this initiative proceeds. 

Council Signs onto Mayors’ National 
Climate Action Agenda
At the urging of local environmentalists, the City 
Council on August 8 adopted a resolution in support 
of the Mayors’ National Climate Action Agenda, an 
agreement among some 350 cities to limit global 
warming to less than 2 degrees Celsius—the point 
at which the worst effects of climate change become 
unavoidable. The City has had a Climate Protection 
Action Plan since 2009 and has taken steps to increase 
energy efficiency, promote green building practices, 
encourage alternative transportation options, and 
conserve water. The Environmental Sustainability 
Committee has produced a draft Sustainability 

Element for the General Plan that is awaiting 
consideration by the Planning Commission and is 
planning a lecture series and an informational display 
at Main Beach on the potential impacts on the City 
of sea-level rise. 

The resolution as proposed by staff was explicitly 
nonbinding, and the several dozen people who spoke 
at the meeting were unanimous in asking for further 
action such as adopting solar energy for City buildings 
and facilitating residents’ choice of sustainable energy 
sources. Councilmembers responded by modifying 
the resolution to include updating the action plan 
and directing staff to identify resources to help the 
City calculate its carbon emissions as a baseline for 
increased efforts to reduce them. The “citizens’ choice 
aggregation”  program for choosing energy sources 
is, we learned, already part of the City’s discussions 
with the electric company about undergrounding our 
utilities. 

Design Review Board Tables Rimrock 
Canyon Development
The elaborate compound proposal for Rimrock 
Canyon, originally scheduled for a hearing on July 17 
on modifications to conform to the General Plan, has 
now been tabled. Neighbors will be renoticed for a 
next hearing when it is scheduled.   

Coastal Commission Approves Artist 
Work/Live Project Again 
 

    
The 30-unit artist work/live project in Laguna Canyon 
approved by the Coastal Commission in January 2015 
and subsequently rejected by a judge as inconsistent 
with the City’s Local Coastal Plan returned to the 
commission on August 9 only slightly modified. 
Two units had been eliminated, and one unit had 
been newly designated “moderate-income” (adding 
to the original eight low-income affordable units).  

Photo simulation of original project



 

Renew your membership!

Name(s)
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone number
 
_____________________________________________ Email_______________________________________

I have enclosed my check for the following membership (I understand the amount is not tax-deductible):

Basic - $40/individual, $60/family

Supporter - $150/family 

Sustainer - $250/family (includes 2 Charm House Tour tickets)

Contact Treasurer Richard Picheny at 295-0545 or rpicheny@gmail.com to arrange for automatic monthly or quarterly payments. 
Mail to Village Laguna, PO Box 1309, Laguna Beach, CA 92652

Please send me my newsletter electronically instead of by mail.

The decks originally designed to cantilever over Laguna 
Creek were omitted. The setback from the creek continued 
to be measured from the centerline of the creek rather 
than from the top of the bank (as is appropriate for the 
blueline stream that everyone recognizes it is), with the 
applicant arguing that it does not appear on the City’s 
map of significant watercourses along with the City’s 
other blueline streams (because, it turns out, that map has 
not been redrawn since the area was annexed in 1989). 

In response to the court’s finding of no evidence that 
the project fit the Canyon Specific Plan’s requirement 
of being rural and small-scale, commission staff argued 
that since artist work/live structures are specifically 
permitted in the M-1-B- zone (where this one is planned) 
and explicitly allowed to be denser than is typical for 
the zone, the commission can assume that the City 
considered structures of this size appropriately rural and 
small-scale. 

In approving the proposal without discussion despite 
continued opposition from the neighborhood and from 
CANDO, Village Laguna, the Laguna Greenbelt, the 
Laguna Canyon Foundation, and Clean Water Now, 
the commission declined to use the discretion it had 
to make the watercourse setback wider. It did at least 
require a five-year-long habitat restoration plan for the 
creek as it crosses the property and a deed restriction for 
open space over the restored area.  One commissioner 
seemed to grasp some of the issues in recognizing that 
for the community this was a “difficult transition to 
something different.” The precedent-setting nature of 
the approval has alarmed Canyon-lovers from the start.  

The City Beautiful in the 1920s

In January 1925 the Laguna Beach Woman’s Club 
(founded in 1922) launched a campaign to make 
Laguna Beach “the Paradise of the Pacific.” At the 
kickoff meeting, Dr. William C. Minifie talked of 
Laguna’s “glorious natural scenery with its superb 
coastline of fantastic rocks, crystal coves, sandy bays, 
bold headlands, and curving beaches,” its “majestic 
hills,” and “the wonderful canyon drive by which the 
visitor enters Laguna.” The Woman’s Club secured 
the donation of 700 Monterey cypress trees to be 
distributed free for planting on Arbor Day that year, and 
the landscape architect Florence Yoch recommended 
planting “thousands of trees” and provided a list of 
trees that would do well in Laguna. Joe Thurston gave 
the city a 12–15-acre grove at the top of Temple Hills 
for a park. The Laguna Beach Garden Club (established 
in 1928) focused on planting trees, preventing existing 
trees from being cut down, and keeping billboards off 
the highway.  At the club’s urging, the City Council 
appointed a three-member Park and Tree Board and 
gave it “free rein” with regard to street trees and 
the vegetation in parks. Photographs of newly built 
houses in “the Laguna spirit” were often featured in 
the pages of Laguna Beach Life, and the Chamber of 
Commerce headquarters was designed by the painter 
Frank Cuprien to “harmonize with the natural beauties 
of the town” (Laguna Beach and the Greenbelt: Celebrating 
a Treasured Historic American Landscape, 2017).  
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Vidya and Kavita Reddy, sisters and 
Laguna residents, are proud owners 
of Buy Hand.  Their store at 1175 
South Coast Highway sells unique 
hand-crafted items, each with its 
own story.  From jewelry to fused 
glass art and clothing to knitted 
baby toys and candles crafted just 
for them to a small global fair-trade 
collection benefiting women’s co-
ops, their colorful products have 
something of interest for all.  The 
sisters left other careers to begin 
a business downtown in 2012 so that they might work 
together to support families, not factories, thus helping 
people who had fallen on hard times during the recession. 
About 60% of their products are created here in California, 
and this award-winning store has been recognized for its 
retail approach and its contribution to our village character. 
The sisters have been at this new location, which features a 
sunny patio, since February.  Their web site,  https://www.
lagunabuyhand.com, has examples of the kinds of things 
you may find there.  

My Favorite Local Business
by Kate Clark


