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November General Meeting
Monday, November 27, 7 p.m. 
Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship
429 Cypress Drive

December Board Meeting
Saturday, December 2, 9 a.m.
Home of Jackie Gallagher

Holiday Party and Election
Monday, December 18, 6 p.m. 
Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship
429 Cypress Drive

Update on Implementation 
of the Cultural Arts Plan 
In March 2016 the City Council 
adopted a Cultural Arts Plan designed 
to enable working artists to have 
thriving careers based in Laguna 
Beach, expand the availability of 
arts offerings, enhance the city’s 
artistic identity and reputation, and 
develop cultural leadership. The 
implementation plan for the first two 
years includes, in addition to hiring 
of staff and building community 
among artists, feasibility studies 
(funded by the Arts Commission’s 
Special Programs Budget and the 
General Fund) for an artist live/work 
project and a mixed-use facility. The 
City’s cultural arts manager, Siân 
Poeschl, will join us at our November 
meeting to give us an overview. We’ll 
meet on Monday, November 27, at 
7 p.m. at the Unitarian-Universalist 
Fellowship, 429 Cypress Drive. 

Council Proposes Permits for 
Removal of Private Trees
When Ruby’s Diner removed several 
trees a while back, the weekend 
operation was well under way before 
anyone was able to determine that 
they were in fact part of an approved 
landscape plan whose alteration 

required prior Design Review Board 
approval. If a permit had been 
required, observers could quickly have 
determined that the operation was 
unauthorized and the trees might have 
been saved long enough for the owner 
to make the case for their removal 
and the community to express any 
concerns about it. The City maintains 
2,647 trees along streets and in parks 
and recognizes a public interest in the 
many others that are in the public right-
of way but are left to be maintained 
by the adjacent property owners. The 
current Council’s commitment to 
Laguna’s trees has produced detailed 
formal procedures for the removal of 
public trees, heritage trees, design-
reviewed trees, and private trees in the 
public right-of-way that are at risk of 
failure, but none of these procedures 
includes a permit. After reviewing a 
set of options, Councilmembers voted 
unanimously to pursue an ordinance 
requiring permits for removing trees 
in these categories and expanding the 
private category to include healthy trees. 

Save the Date for the 
Holiday Party! 
December 18 has been chosen for our 
annual holiday party and election of 
directors for 2018. 



Laguna Gets Ready for Action on  
Army Proposal for Aliso Creek 

At our meeting last month, Derek Ostensen talked 
about the Army Corps of Engineers’ massive proposal 
for Aliso Creek, which would remove five miles of 
sensitive riparian habitat, raise the level and alter the 
course of the creek, create 47 dams and armor the 
creek banks, and dump 300,000 cubic yards of dirt in 
our wilderness park. The rationale for all this is creek 
instability, which is a problem because there are sewer 
pipes close to its banks. When the Corps’s proposal 
was last a matter of public discussion, in 2007, 
Village Laguna and others opposed the channelization 
of the creek and argued that a better solution would 
be to move the sewer lines. Our letter to this effect 
is one of the appendices to the current environmental 
impact report, but there is no indication that the 
engineers have read it. Again, since 2011 a $6 million 
multiagency project has removed 4 million pounds 
of invasive arundo from a twenty-mile-long stretch 
of the creek, and the photos that Derek showed at 
the meeting indicated that the riparian habitat has 
rebounded dramatically. The environmental impact 
report does not comment on this work. 

The following evening, the City Council voted 
unanimously to hire a consultant to prepare detailed 
comments on the proposal that “reflect the City’s 
environmental interests as the community located at 
the bottom of the Aliso Creek watershed.” The Water 
Quality Improvement Plan committee has been tasked 
with working with staff, the consultant, and interested 
community members in developing a local alternative 
plan, and this group has already met.

At the same time, the Laguna Canyon Foundation and 
the Laguna Greenbelt have hired a consultant to draft 
a letter from a coalition of environmental organizations 
including Village Laguna, and Village Laguna has 
contributed $2,000 from the issue-response budget to 
help pay for it. Contributions to this effort can be sent 
to the Laguna Canyon Foundation, P.O. Box 4895, 
Laguna Beach, CA 92652.

Finally, Village Laguna has appointed a committee to 
prepare a response to the proposal to be submitted to 
the Corps of Engineers by November 28. Members who 
would like to respond individually can find the report 
online at http://www.spl.usace.army.mil/Missions/
Civil-Works/Projects-Studies/Aliso-Creek-Study/ and 
direct their comments by e-mail to Deborah.L.Lamb@
usace.army.mil.  

Laguna Canyon Foundation Set to 
Handle Rehab of DeWitt Property 

The long-envisioned restoration of Laguna Canyon 
Creek through the City open space formerly known 
as the DeWitt property (between Anneliese’s School 
and the Sun Valley neighborhood) took a step closer 
to realization in September when the Laguna Canyon 
Foundation was awarded a contract to design and build 
the project. An initial study prepared for the City in 
2003 indicated that, among other environmental 
benefits, restoration could increase channel capacity and 
reduce the frequency of flooding in that reach, and the 
2011 Flood Mitigation Task Force Report recommended 
that it be pursued. Bob Borthwick’s 2015 Laguna 
Canyon Creek Restoration Plan identified the nature trail 
proposed by the initial study and the removal of the 
dirt piles along the road as recommendations for the 
central reach of the creek. The City Council’s support 
of the concept led to discussions between Borthwick 
and staff on a plan of action, and a $500,000 grant 
from the California River Parkways program, with 
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additional funding from the City’s Open Space Fund 
and from a private donor, eventually made it possible 
to begin work. Removal of invasive plants, dirt, and 
debris, revegetation with native riparian species, and 
the introduction of interpretive signage are planned.  

Council Schedules Workshop on Historic 
Preservation Ordinance 

The Planning Com-
mission has finished 
its consideration 
of the draft revised 
historic preservation 
ordinance, recom-
mending approval of 
a document that in 
the opinion of almost 
everyone involved (albeit for different reasons) 
remains seriously flawed. The commission’s final 
product abandons the historic inventory that for 
more than 30 years has determined eligibility for 
the City’s historic register, leaving the assessment 
of a house’s historic character to be determined 
on a case-by-case basis as homeowners bring their 
development projects to the City Hall counter. 

In the face of an angry crowd that, at this fifth 
commission hearing on the ordinance, appeared 
to have been learning about the City’s longtime 
commitment to historic preservation for the first 
time, commissioners were at pains to explain that 
the program has been in place for decades, that the 
ordinance is designed to be more user-friendly than 
the existing one, and that state law now requires 
consideration of the possible environmental 
impact of development on any structure that might 

be historic. Several of them also mentioned the 
importance of Laguna’s intact older structures to 
its unique character. Alone among commissioners, 
Sue Kempf opposed the ordinance, saying that 
historic preservation should be entirely voluntary.

The City Council has scheduled a workshop to 
familiarize itself with the issues for Saturday, December 
16, from 9 a.m. till noon in the Council Chambers.  

Village Entrance Project Back on the 
Agenda December 6
The Village Entrance Project, last seen in May, will get 
yet another look at a joint Planning Commission/City 
Council meeting on December 6 at 6 p.m.  The last we 
saw of it, we joined others in successfully defending 
the greener of two possible designs (called Concept 
4B) against staff’s efforts to return to an earlier plan 
that retained all of the existing 397 parking spaces. 
Reiterating its earlier willingness to give up 25 spaces 
in favor of more landscaping, the Council voted (4-0, 
with Kelly Boyd absent) to “bring the proposed project 
to the Planning Commission with direction to move 
toward Concept 4B, with the goal of maximizing the 
amount of available parking space by using compact, 
bicycle, and motorcycle spaces where feasible and also 
maximizing the ‘green’ edge along Laguna Canyon 
Road.” There is no record on the City’s web site of 
any Planning Commission consideration since then, 
so perhaps this joint meeting is intended to take its 
place. We look forward to learning the reason for the 
delay and will be present to make sure the focus on 
aesthetics isn’t abandoned and to make one more pitch 
for giving the historic sewer digester the restoration 
it deserves.  
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The Kitchen in the Canyon (845 Laguna Canyon Road) 
got started when Patrick Di Giacomo, a graduate of 
Laguna Culinary Arts, decided to retire from financial 
advising after 30 years and open a catering business. As 
it expanded, other members of the family, all residents 
of Laguna Beach, joined him in this family enterprise. 
Daniela Di Giacomo greeted my friend and me with a 
wonderful smile when we went there for a casual birthday 
lunch not long ago. 

The space is light and airy, contemporary, with outdoor 
and indoor seating. It reminded me of Paris and the many 
new cafes in the Marais. It has a clean, modern vibe, casual 
and cozy. The menu offers many items for breakfast and 
lunch (8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday). The 
French toast, made on a brioche, is outstanding, and so is 
the Kitchen Omelet. Since it was a birthday, we decided 
to try some pastries. I ordered the cinnamon bun (a 
shout-out) and my friend selected a brownie (more than 
delicious!). The Kean coffee is another plus. The prices are 
amazingly affordable. We stayed until closing. Would we 
return? In a heartbeat! 

My Favorite Local Business
by Jahn Levitt


