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Established 1971    To preserve and enhance the unique village character of Laguna Beach

In Lieu of the
March General Meeting
Workshop on Cooking
Winter Vegetables
Saturday, March 24, 10 a.m.
Community Garden Park
Eagle Rock and Coast Hwy

April Board Meeting
Saturday, April 7, 9 a.m.
Home of Ann Christoph

In place of our usual 
general meeting this 
month, board members 
are recommending 
that members join 
them at a workshop on 
cooking winter garden 
vegetables at the South 
Laguna Garden Park 
on Saturday, March 
24. Guest chefs Patrick 
DiGiacomo and Robert 
Villanueva of Kitchen 
in the Canyon will be demonstrating, on 
a camp stove in the garden, the creative 
preparation of root and cruciferous 
(cabbage, broccoli, brussels sprouts) 
vegetables. Gardeners are pleased that 
the City Council has just committed a 

 

second contribution of $250,000 to a 
reserve toward the eventual purchase of 
the property. The event is free (though 
contributions are welcome) and begins at 
10 a.m. at the garden, on the corner of 
Eagle Rock and Coast Highway.  

Workshop at the Garden Park to Serve as Our March Meeting

The Laguna Bluebelt is accepting submissions to its annual photo contest in 
celebration of the seventh anniversary of Laguna’s treasured Marine Protected 
Areas. The prizes will include a helicopter ride for two, two nights’ lodging and 
dinner for two at The Ranch, stand-up paddling, a local dive trip for two, a massage 
or facial, dinner for two at Brussels Bistro, and gift cards from La Sirena Grill. 
Entries will be accepted in one of two categories, professional and amateur, and 
may be uploaded to the contest web page, contest.lagunabluebelt.org, until April 
6, 2018. Photos submitted must have been taken within one of Laguna’s Marine 
Protected Areas between March 6, 2017, and April 6, 2018. Emphasis will be 
placed upon photos shot either over or under water that celebrate a healthy ocean 
environment and respect for our Marine Protected Areas. Contest winners will be 
honored at an exhibit and artist reception on June 8 at Laguna’s Forest and Ocean 
Gallery. Complete contest rules and guidelines are available at lagunabluebelt.org.  

Photo Contest Celebrates Marine Protected Areas



Landscape and Scenic Highways 
Element Goes to Council April 10
After a final hearing on February 21, the Planning 
Commission’s recommendations on the revised 
Landscape and Scenic Highways Element will be 
going to the City Council on April 10 virtually 
unchanged. Commissioners Whitin and McErlane, 
in statements prepared in advance, abandoned their 
original idea of having the format drastically revised 
to emphasize graphics rather than text but still 
insisted on a complete reorganization and editing that 
staff estimates could require as many as 400 hours to 
accomplish. The other commissioners confined their 
remarks to agreement with several speakers who said 
that fire safety should be paramount—at issue being 
a section with photographs showing trees surviving a 
wildfire when houses did not and even, in one local 
case, protecting houses from burning.  Village Laguna 
argued in vain that this section should be retained, that 
the element was consistent with the rest of the City’s 
General Plan Elements and shouldn’t be torn apart 
and put back together differently, and that, with all 
the information that’s available already, we don’t need 
to hire outside consultants to prepare an urban design 
master plan. We will be making these arguments in 
person at the Council hearing next month and hope 
that they will be better received there.   

Aliso Creek Coalition Drafts  
Locally Preferred Alternative 

The environmentalist coalition formed to oppose the 
Army Corps of Engineers’ proposal to channelize Aliso 
Creek has come up with a “locally preferred alternative” 
that would have the following features:

1.  Removal from the project scope of stream reaches  
 that are stable and/or aggrading and improving in  
 habitat quality.

2. Elimination of (1) large-scale removal of habitat and  
 wildlife, (2) excavation, grading, and contouring of  
 the creek bed and banks, (3) raising of the streambed  
 with fill, and (4) disposal of a large amount of  
 excavated soil in the Wilderness Park.

3. Restriction of the area subject to infrastructure 
 protection measures to 0.5 to 1 mile of the creek and  
 employment of the least impactful measures possible, 
 including natural grade controls and incorporation 
 of functional habitat.

4. Remodeling or replacement of the failed drop  
 structure near the park entrance.

5. Elimination of paving of the east-bank SOCWA  
 maintenance road.

6. Funding and implementation of a restoration plan 
 that builds on the habitat restoration successes 
 achieved in the creek since 2012, including ongoing 
 treatment of invasive species and revegetation with  
 native species.

7.  Design and implementation of features that enhance 
 the habitat values and the scenic and recreational 
 features of the Wilderness Park.

While the draft plan doesn’t envision, as has Village 
Laguna from the beginning, getting the sewer pipes moved 
out of the park, it otherwise covers all our concerns and 
has the advantage of broad support including that of our 
city. Members are encouraged to write Supervisor Lisa 
Bartlett urging her to reject the Army Corps’ proposal in 
favor of the coalition’s preferred alternative. Her address 
is County of Orange, 333 W. Santa Ana Blvd., Santa 
Ana, CA 92701, or Lisa.Bartlett@ocgov.com. 

Short-Term Lodging Units Approved  
on Appeal
Overturning an administrative denial early this month, 
the City Council (on a 3–1 vote, with Iseman opposed 
and Zur Schmiede abstaining due to a conflict of 
interest) allowed the conversion of eight apartments 
in a residential zone on the North Coast Highway to 



 

Renew your membership!
Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone number _____________________________________________ Email_______________________________________

I have enclosed my check for the following membership (I understand the amount is not tax-deductible):

Basic - $40/individual, $60/family
Supporter - $150/family 
Sustainer - $250/family (includes 2 Charm House Tour tickets)
Please send me my newsletter electronically instead of by mail.

*Contact Treasurer Richard Picheny at 295-0545 or rpicheny@gmail.com to arrange for automatic monthly or quarterly payments.
Mail to Village Laguna, PO Box 1309, Laguna Beach, CA 92652

short-term rentals. Because the risk of depleting our 
limited rental housing stock is one of the reasons for 
our new ordinance limiting short-term lodging to 
nonresidential zones, a decision like this was unexpected. 
Perhaps related is that none of the tenants who will soon 
find themselves living in what amounts to a motel (or, 
indeed, living elsewhere) were present at the hearing to 
comment on the change. The new ordinance is on hold 
pending efforts to get Coastal Commission approval 
of the change to our local coastal plan. We’ve recently 
learned that the period in which the City can sue the 
commission on the issue has been extended till August 
and that there will be public hearings before a decision 
is made in this regard.  

Revised Second-Unit Ordinance 
Reviewed and Found Wanting

On March 6 the Council reviewed the proposed 
revision of the City’s second-unit ordinance to meet the 
requirements of recent state legislation. The legislature 
is determined to increase the number of housing units 
in the state, on the assumption that it will be easier for 
vulnerable populations (seniors, students, low-income 
workers) to find homes if there are simply more units 
available “at or below market rates.”  Accordingly, it 
has removed much of the discretion from the approval 
process for construction of what are now called “auxiliary 
dwelling units” (ADUs). While the law requires that 
applications for ADUs be approved ministerially (by 

staff over the counter), it permits cities to establish 
development standards for such units such as maximum 
size, height, and even architectural compatibility.  
Laguna Beach Seniors is enthusiastic about the 
contribution the state law could make to its “aging  
in place” program, and in response to this kind of  
input the Planning Commission had recommended 
enlarging the maximum size of a unit from 640 to 
750 square feet, allowing greater lot coverage than in  
the existing ordinance as an incentive for builders,  
and permitting ADUs on smaller lots if they were 
deed-restricted as affordable. Councilmembers  
resisted those ideas and expressed concerns about the 
difficulty of keeping such units affordable and the 
effects of the multiplication of second units on the 
character of the community and on public safety. Staff 
was directed to try to resolve some of their concerns 
and come back with another version of the ordinance as 
a first (rather than the second that would otherwise be 
expected) reading.  

Historic Preservation Task Force Draws 
Dozens of Applicants

The application period for membership of the task 
force for revising the historic preservation ordinance 
ended February 28 with a total of 39 submittals. 
Councilmembers Iseman and Dicterow have scheduled 
interviews for March 20.



Rumor had it, 
a week or so 
ago, that the 
Penguin Café 
(981 S. Coast 
Highway) was 
in imminent 
danger of clo-
sing, and we 
are happy to 
report that that isn’t the case. This seems a good time, 
nevertheless, to call attention to this old-time Laguna 
place and encourage those who don’t know it to drop in 
for breakfast or brunch sometime soon. Family-owned 
and operated for over 40 years, it’s open from 7 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. every day and serves food that earns warm 
appreciation for a very reasonable price.   
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Penguin Cafe Still in Business 


