
20 1 8
         

newsletter

 

 

May
Established 1971    To preserve and enhance the unique village character of Laguna Beach

Charm House Tour
Sunday, May 20, noon 
Festival of Arts grounds  
sidewalk

June Board Meeting
Saturday, June 2, 9 a.m.
Home of Charlotte Masarik

Four interesting homes 
and an organic farm in 
Bluebird Canyon will 
be open on Sunday, 
May 20, as part of 
Village Laguna’s forty-
sixth Charm House 
Tour. (The photo at 
right shows the farm’s 
greenhouse.) The tour 
will begin at noon in 
front of the Festival 
of Arts grounds, and the last bus will 
depart from there at three. Coffee, 
lemonade, and homemade cookies will 
be served in the farmhouse garden. 
Walking shoes and sunscreen are 
recommended. Parking is available 
across the street from the Festival for  

 
$3 all day. Tickets are available for $50 
($60 the day of the tour) from our 
website (www.villagelaguna.org), by 
mail (P.O. Box 1309), or at Copy & 
Print Center, Cottage Furnishings, EGO 
Salon, Fawn Memories, Hotel Laguna, 
or Laguna Beach Books.   

Charm House Tour Sunday, May 20 

At our April meeting, Wade Brown, project manager for the City’s proposed 
utilities undergrounding, described the plan and the funding mechanisms being 
considered and fielded questions from members. The $135 million proposal 
envisions undergrounding the utilities on the Coast Highway and Laguna 
Canyon Road and on a dozen or so evacuation routes chosen because there are 
no alternative ways out of the areas in question. The funds would come from the 
combination of a one-cent sales tax ($80 million), a general obligation bond ($35 
million), and the City’s existing revenue as needed. The City Council is scheduled 
to discuss the matter again on May 22 before deciding whether to put it on the 
November ballot. Questions from the floor dealt with the possible effect of such 
a large debt on the City’s ability to fund other needed projects, the effect of the 
sales tax on business in Laguna, and whether a project with a narrower scope (say, 
confined to Laguna Canyon) might be a better alternative.   

Brown Outlines City’s Proposal for Utilities Undergrounding



Friendship Shelter Seeks to End  
Homelessness through Housing
At a recent luncheon thanking the volunteers who since 
2009 have been preparing dinners for the homeless 
at the city’s Alternative Sleeping Location in Laguna 
Canyon, Friendship Shelter staff reminded guests that 
the ASL has provided 150,000 bed nights and more than 
203,000 meals for our community’s most vulnerable 
residents and housed nearly 100 in permanent 
supportive housing. Director Dawn Price described the 
shelter’s recent efforts at ending homelessness through 
housing and invited the community to a forum on 
mental health and the criminal justice system at 5 
p.m. on Wednesday, May 16, at 7 Degrees. The panel 
will be moderated by NBC Dateline’s Keith Morrison 
and will include the journalist Pete Earley, commander 
Linda Healey of the Sybil Brand Women’s Prison, and 
the prison psychiatrist Ed Kaufman. There will be a 
cash bar and complimentary appetizers. Reservations 
for this free event are required and may be made on the 
shelter’s website, www.friendshipshelter.org. 

Arts Commission Proposes Major 
Sculpture for Village Entrance 

Some of the proposed landscaped area on the Village 
Entrance site—hard-won through careful design and 
agreement to give up some two dozen parking spaces—
has unexpectedly been allocated to the Arts Commission 
as the possible location of a major art piece. The above 
drawing shows the sites being considered, on either 
side of the driveway off Laguna Canyon Road (one 
of which was designed as a retention basin for runoff 
control). The outlines of cars in the parking lot east of 
the entrance give some idea of the size of these spaces. 
In sharp contrast, the examples of the work of the 

artists the Commission has in mind (the internationally 
known Mark Fornes, Arne Quinze, and Janet Echelman) 
are monumental, and so is the amount the Commission 
plans to spend ($180,000). Public input on the proposal 
at the hearing in April included concerns about scale 
and character and the importance of keeping the focus 
on the restored historic digester. Perhaps in response to 
these concerns, the City Council appointed a committee 
of two (Whalen and Boyd) to work with members of 
the Planning and Arts Commissions to develop design 
guidelines and eventually review proposals.  

Coastal Commission Rejects Appeal 
of Blufftop Demolition Permit 

An 86-year-old house on the blufftop in South Laguna 
that had been identified by three separate analyses as 
probably historic came a step closer to destruction last 
month. The City Council, hearing an appeal in January 
of the Design Review Board’s denial of a permit to 
demolish the house and replace it with a 6,899-square-
foot house with a pool, was persuaded by the applicant 
that the house was uninhabitable and declared it “not 
historic” to facilitate the demolition. A neighborhood 
appeal of that decision to the Coastal Commission 
took place in April, and Village Laguna supported the 
neighbors with testimony at the hearing. We argued 
that a peer review of the report on the house’s condition 
might have suggested ways of saving it; that the bluff 
edge should have been identified so that the applicant 
could assess whether a house acceptable to him could 
indeed be built in the remaining space; that demolition 
without replacement could produce a cliff-edge vacant 
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I have enclosed my check for the following membership (I understand the amount is not tax-deductible):

Basic - $40/individual, $60/family
Supporter - $150/family 
Sustainer - $250/family (includes 2 Charm House Tour tickets)
Please send me my newsletter electronically instead of by mail.

*Contact Treasurer Richard Picheny at 295-0545 or rpicheny@gmail.com to arrange for automatic monthly or quarterly payments.
Mail to Village Laguna, PO Box 1309, Laguna Beach, CA 92652

 lot that would be problematic for years; and that the 
proposed revegetation of what was described as a 
50% slope was likely to be difficult and might not be 
sufficient to protect the bluff edge over time. The Coastal 
Commission voted unanimously to deny the appeal but 
placed a number of conditions on the project (including 
the removal of the existing gunite coating of the bluff 
face and the limitation of all activity to the property 
itself ) and reminded the applicant that the location of 
the bluff edge remains an issue. 

Laguna Bluebelt Coalition  
Partners to Reduce Pollution

The Laguna Bluebelt Coalition (of which Village 
Laguna is a founding member) will receive a grant from 
Moulton Niguel Water District aimed at cooperatively 
reducing urban runoff pollution to Aliso Creek and 
Laguna Beach’s world-famous protected ocean waters. A 
memorandum of understanding entered into with the 
district, OC Public Works, OC Coastkeeper, and the 
cities of Aliso Viejo, Mission Viejo, Laguna Hills, Dana 
Point, and Laguna Niguel aims at collaboration on a 
pilot education and remediation project to reduce urban 
runoff in Aliso Creek.

The routine irrigation of golf courses, greenbelt roadways, 
parks, and homes in South Orange County sends excess 
fertilizers, chemicals, and road contaminants into nearby 
creeks that flow to the ocean, carrying viruses and 
pathogens that are not removed by standard wastewater 
treatment directly to Laguna Beach’s fragile tidepools 
and kelp forests. The partnership effort will investigate 
the Briarglenn Homeowners’ Association subwatershed 
in an effort to reduce summer urban runoff as a pilot 

demonstration project. If successful, the partners will 
move on to other known point sources monitored by 
OC Public Works and the San Diego Regional Water 
Quality Control Board. Mike Beanan of the Coalition 
describes the partnership as emerging from members’ 
persistent efforts to identify sustainable solutions to 
ocean pollution. For more information, contact jinger@
lagunabluebelt.org. 

Historic Preservation Task Force 
Members Announced

At a meeting on March 20, Councilmembers Toni 
Iseman and Steve Dicterow interviewed some three dozen 
applicants for membership of the task force to revise the 
City’s historic preservation ordinance and selected 11:  
Marilyn Alexander, Jeffrey L. Benedick, Ann Christoph, 
Steve Fairbanks, Patrick Gallis, Norm Grossman, Becky 
Jones, Michael LaRiche, John Loomis, David Raber, and 
Dan Rosenthal. The first meeting of the task force is 
scheduled for May 31. 

Landscape Element to Undergo 
Editing and Return to Council
When the Landscape and Scenic Highways Element 
reached the Council in mid-April, Councilmembers 
adopted the staff’s recommendation that they reject the 
Planning Commission’s  suggestions with regard to the 
format of the document but otherwise make essentially 
all its other edits (including the suppression of the 
information on trees as ember-catchers but presumably 
not the proposed changes that would conflict with the 
General Plan).  



City Council review on March 27 of the feasibility of a 
number of traffic improvements on Coast Highway between 
Broadway and Legion Street led to unanimous approval of 
a package including (1) lengthening the left-turn pocket 
at Coast Highway and Broadway, (2) eliminating parking 
in front of Main Beach Park, (3) leaving the no-left-
turn rule at Laguna Avenue unchanged, (4) lengthening 
the left-turn pocket at Legion Street, and (5) creating 
pedestrian scrambles at Forest Avenue and Laguna 
Avenue. Councilmembers asked staff for reconsideration 
of one other proposal, the elimination of the crosswalk 
at Ocean Avenue, and evaluation of the idea of making 
Ocean one-way for its whole length. The idea of closing 
lower Park Avenue permanently was dealt with separately, 
when substantial opposition to the idea appears to have 
persuaded Councilmembers to postpone a decision until 
the improvements (estimated to take two years) are in place 
and working. Meanwhile the funds remaining from the 
trial plaza project will be used to develop design options 
for a plaza, permanent or semipermanent.
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