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Established 1971    To preserve and enhance the unique village character of Laguna Beach

August Board Meeting
Saturday, August 4, 9 a.m.
Home of Cindalee Hall

Annual Picnic
Monday, August 27, 6 p.m.
Aliso Beach

On July 17 the City Council voted to 
place a 1% increase in the sales tax on 
the November ballot. The tax would 
pay the interest on bonds to be issued 
later to support the $115–135 million 
cost of undergrounding the utilities 
on evacuation routes throughout the 
city. Public input was divided, with 
most of the opposition being to the 
tax itself. Village Laguna pointed to 
the constraints of the enormous debt 
on City projects over a period of 
thirty years and the possibility that 
in that time technology would make 

wires obsolete. Some supporters of 
the project, perhaps overlooking 
the bonding component, judged 
the cost reasonable and declared a 
technological fix either “fantasy” 
or “years away.” Reading the public 
input to favor some safeguards, 
Councilmembers opted for a special-
purpose tax (which will require a 
two-thirds vote) with a sunset of 
twenty-five years (which will limit 
bonds to twenty years and, by raising 
less money, probably reduce the 
scope of the project).   

Council Votes to Put Sales Tax for Undergrounding on  
November Ballot

The California State Lands Commission has announced the availability for 
public comment of an environmental impact report for the decontamination 
and dismantlement of above-grade structures associated with Units 2 and 
3 at the nuclear power generating plant at San Onofre and the disposition 
of offshore conduits and buoys and anchors. The draft EIR can be viewed 
on the commission’s website at www.slc.ca.gov (click on “All CEQA 
Documents”). Comments (identified as “SONGS Decommissioning Project 
Draft EIR Comments”) will be accepted until 5 p.m. on Tuesday, August 28, 
at CEQA.comments@slc.ca.gov or the California State Lands Commission, 
100 Howe Ave., Suite 100-South, Sacramento, CA 95825, attn: Cynthia 
Herzog. A public hearing will be held at the Oceanside City Hall (330 N. 
Coast Highway in Oceanside) on Tuesday, August 7, at 6 p.m.   

EIR for San Onofre Decommissioning Available for  
Comment through August 28



Charlotte Hoffs Receives Our  
2018 Scholarship  

The recipient of our annual scholarship for 2018 
is Charlotte Hoffs (shown with Ann Christoph 
at right). This is what she wrote about herself: 
 

“During the summers, I sleep outside. I lay a mattress 
on the deck, hang a mosquito net, and fall asleep to the 
sound of rummaging raccoons. I wake to the mourning 
dove’s coo, the tangerine sunrise peeling over the Aliso 
Creek mountains. This is my home—my natural 
habitat.The breeze and birdsong of my local wilderness 
first inspired me to be environmentally conscious. 
 

“Over time, my love of nature grew beyond my backyard. 
As I experienced the world—summited Alaskan glaciers, 
tramped through the Amazon jungle, cavorted with 
monkeys in Kyoto forests, climbed coast-live oak trees in San 
Francisco, ogled at neon fish in Mexico, braved the humid 
tropics of Vietnam—I forged a commitment to protect 
the global environment. Environmentalism is my passion, 
and our generation’s most important duty. My singular 
goal is to do everything in my power to save the planet. 
 

“I plan to pursue Sustainable Agriculture in college and 
fix our broken food system. The meat and dairy industry 
currently exploits one-third of Earth’s arable land, produces 
18% of all greenhouse gas emissions, uses 56% of all US 
water, is responsible for 91% of rainforest destruction, and 
is the leading cause of species extinction, ocean dead zones, 
water pollution, habitat destruction. My goal is to help 
the world transition from meat towards sustainable food.   
 

“My activism starts with my body. About 9 months ago, I 
decided to go vegan. My small, personal choice will help 
limit greenhouse gas emissions, water contamination, waste 
production, deforestation, food scarcity, and land shortages. 
My actions are a mere drop in the bucket, but progress starts 
with the individual. Many drops can create a sea of change. 
 

“Two years ago, I found a community of individuals as 
committed to preserving Laguna’s natural wilderness as 
myself: the Laguna Canyon Foundation. These tireless, 
compassionate, sunburned conservationists work with OC 
Parks to restore the Laguna Coast Wilderness Park. I worked 
hours by their side, learning how to weed invasive species, 
plant natives, seed oak trees, and cultivate restoration areas. 
I grew close to the staff at LCF and OC Parks, led volunteer 
groups, and contributed innovative solutions to ecological 
problems. I’d bring my plant bible, Wildflowers of Orange 

County, and check off different species as I found and 
identified them. I worked with staff to plan conservation 
projects, then put on my gloves and got to work. 
 

“Last summer, I took three eight-week Stanford courses 
in sustainability. My Energy Resources class explored the 
science, economics, and impacts of energy—from natural 
gas to coal to biofuels to geothermal. In Environmental 
Entrepreneurship, I developed green, innovative, profitable 
business models. My favorite class, Smart Cities, taught 
me to view cities as integrated systems—organisms. Cities 
can use data to live, grow, and coexist with the natural 
environment. I wrote a paper on how behavioral economics 
can reduce beef consumption. In researching consumer 
decisions, I met with a vegan mayonnaise company in 
San Francisco. I reached out to a Stanford psychologist 
to better understand consumer decisions. I earned 
straight A’s, a Stanford Environmental and Water Studies 
Certificate, and a new sense of direction. I realized that 
environmentalism was not just a passion, but a purpose. 
 

“I am currently leading an environmental research 
team under my school’s Advanced Chemical 
Research (ACR) program. We are investigating how 
molecules called TAMLs (tetra-amino macrocyclic 
ligands) can decontaminate polluted waterways. 
Our goal is to create a cheap, efficient molecule that 
can purify treated wastewater into drinking water. 
 

“This summer, I plan to work on a farm in Southern 
California. After college, I will buy a large tract of 
fertile land and operate my own organic, vegan, 
carbon neutral, water sustainable, fully automated, 
and sensor-optimized farm. I won’t do it for profit (I 
probably won’t make a dime). I’ll do it for planet Earth. 
 

“I don’t want to change the world. I want to preserve it.” 



 

Renew your membership!
Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone number _____________________________________________ Email_______________________________________

I have enclosed my check for the following membership (I understand the amount is not tax-deductible):

Basic - $40/individual, $60/family
Supporter - $150/family 
Sustainer - $250/family (includes 2 Charm House Tour tickets)
Please send me my newsletter electronically instead of by mail.

*Contact Treasurer Richard Picheny at 295-0545 or rpicheny@gmail.com to arrange for automatic monthly or quarterly payments.
Mail to Village Laguna, PO Box 1309, Laguna Beach, CA 92652

 
Final Plans for Village Entrance Omit 
Restoration of Digester 

We may have celebrated too soon when the City Council 
agreed last December to include restoration of the outside 
of the historic sewage digester tower in the final plan for 
the Village Entrance. When the project went out to bid last 
month, the plan for the digester was limited to the painting 
and patching proposed earlier, and even this work was 
treated as a “bid alternate.”

Restoration of the tower had been part of the plan for 
twenty-five years but had been rejected in the final stages, 
at the suggestion of staff (pointing to other uses for the 
money budgeted for it), in favor of painting and patching. 
At the December meeting, Kelly Boyd said that he thought 
the tower was a “kind of icon” and it was time to “bring 
it up to date,” and Steve Dicterow agreed with him about 
conducting the restoration that the public was asking for. 
Rob Zur Schmiede pointed out that the project already 
included a cleanup of the tower and said that he would 
support “taking it to another level.” The staff report for the 
Planning Commission’s review of the plan on December 13 
summarized as follows: “The exterior of the historic digester 
should be thoroughly restored (including the stairway).”

Restoration didn’t become part of the commission’s 
recommendations, however, because on the night of the 
meeting staff commissioners received a memo arguing that 
there was no budget for it and they could only recommend 
including it in the capital improvements program. 
Considering those recommendations at the final meeting 
on January 23, Steve expressed disappointment that the 
“redo” of the digester wasn’t included, and staff responded 
that Council’s direction had been “basically repainting.” 
Although Kelly backed Steve up, the eventual motion 
approving the plan didn’t include the digester, and this is 
presumably why staff was able to ignore the earlier express 

direction in preparing the bid documents. A hearing on the 
bids received is scheduled for August 7, and we will need to 
be present to encourage the Council to do the right thing. 

Cultural Arts Consultants Report on 
Proposed Mixed-Use Facility

The report of the consultants hired to assess possibilities for 
“creative placemaking” in Laguna includes the following 
comments on the idea of building a mixed-use cultural 
facility:

“Stakeholders are mixed about whether there is genuine 
need (demand) for additional cultural infrastructure 
(supply) in Laguna Beach. Among those who feel there 
is demand, opinions are mixed as to whether additional 
supply should be new or adaptive reuse of existing facilities.

“An assessment of the feasibility of a new, mixed-use 
cultural facility indicates that a 24,850 sq. ft. venue would 
cost approximately $20 million to build, and $2.6 million 
annually to operate. . . . The venue would likely operate 
at a deficit of approximately $1.5 million annually; there 
is no clear workable site option for such a facility; there 
may not be an adequate supply of cultural programming 
of the appropriate quality in Laguna Beach to meet targets 
for venue utilization and earned income, and therefore to 
justify the capital investment; there is no obvious candidate 
to operate such a venue, with the possible exception of 
the City of Laguna Beach. However, this scenario would 
require the City to invest substantially in programming, 
staffing and subsidizing the venue.” 

As an alternative to capital investment in a new, mixed-
use cultural facility, the assessment recommends exploring 
placemaking strategies using an expanded Civic Arts 
District, a more accessible Festival of the Arts site, the Main 
Beach cobblestones, and the Village Entrance site. 



At a public meeting in the high school library on June 27, 
CalTrans presented the details of its proposed widening 
of Laguna Canyon Road between the intersection with 
El Toro Road and the 73. The plan would (1) extend the 
second northbound lane by 1200 feet, (2) extend the second 
southbound lane by 900 feet, (3) add an 8-foot shoulder and 
bike lane on both sides, (4) install an articulated concrete 
block channel in the creek bed on the southbound side 
inland of El Toro Road, and (5) underground the utility 
lines outside the new shoulder on the northbound side of 
the road.

The Laguna Canyon Foundation points out that, on the 
southbound side, the widening would require an engineered 
1½:1 slope extending 40 feet into the wilderness park 
and move the merge location past the Willow parking lot 
entrance. This would result in the destruction of existing 
rock forms and habitat and the removal of up to 14 mature 
oak trees, and the steepness of the slope would make effective 
restoration difficult. Furthermore, the extension of the 
southbound lane would require users of the lot to cross two 
lanes of incoming traffic and a bike lane instead of just one. 

FIRST CLASS MAIL
P.O. Box 1309 

Laguna Beach, CA 92652

2018 Board of Directors

Web site: www.villagelaguna.org

Johanna Felder, President
Verna Rollinger, Vice President
Mary Ives, Recording Secretary

Barbara Metzger, Corresponding Secretary
Richard Picheny, Treasurer

Ginger Osborne, Immediate Past President
Armando Baez
Scott Borthwick
Rosemary Boyd
Jackie Gallagher
Darrylin Girvin
Cindalee Hall
Bonnie Hano

Gary LeFebvre
Jahn Levitt

Charlotte Masarik
Liz Toomey

Phone: (949) 472-7503

My Favorite  Local Business 
by Rosemary Boyd

CalTrans Reveals Plans for Widening of  
Canyon Road


