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October
Established 1971    To preserve and enhance the unique village character of Laguna Beach

October General Meeting
Monday, October 22, 7 p.m.
Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship
429 Cypress Drive

November Board Meeting
Saturday, November 3, 9 a.m.
Home of Jackie Gallagher
2845 Zell Drive

General Election 
Tuesday, November 6
Your polling place

For a variety of reasons, the November 
6 City Council election matters to 
Village Laguna even more than usual. 
While contests between candidates 
with different ideas about what’s good 
for Laguna have been routine for 
decades, this election is different in 
that the loudest rhetoric is specifically 
aimed at Village Laguna and the things 
we care about.  

Our forum in the City Council 
Chambers on September 17 assembled 
eight of the ten declared candidates 
(missing were Connolly, Kempf, 
and the two candidates who have 
withdrawn from the campaign, Bates 
and Zur Schmiede). In past years 
many of the candidates would have 
mentioned village character, the sense 
of community, or the environment at 
least in passing. Not this time. The 
only instance of near-consensus was 
opposition to the sales tax increase for 
utilities undergrounding. Christoph 
talked about recovering community 
spirit, while Iseman stressed the threat 
of overdevelopment in the name of 
progress. Kinsman and Mancuso 
focused on spending, public safety, 
and infrastructure. Matthews and 
Merritt were critical of the Village 
Entrance project, with Merritt calling 
it a “botched facelift” and identifying 

what he sees as a significant loss of 
parking spaces. Through a spokesman, 
Kempf advocated for a revitalized, 
residential downtown with relaxed 
barriers to business, elimination of 
the historic inventory, and multiple 
parking structures around town. 
Blake vowed to “break Village 
Laguna’s stranglehold on the city” and 
challenged us to “pass the torch” to 
people with new ideas. 

Village Laguna members gathered 
on the following Monday at Johanna 
Felder’s to decide whether to endorse 
candidates and, if so, which ones. 
Focusing on the City Council race, 
members voted overwhelmingly to 
endorse Ann Christoph and Toni 
Iseman. Both candidates have been 
councilmembers (and, of course, Toni 
still is) and are longtime members of 
Village Laguna.

Beyond the change in rhetoric, there’s 
the money. The reports submitted 
to the state’s Fair Political Practices 
Commission have revealed that a 
new political action committee called 
Liberate Laguna and funded by a 
handful of big developers is spending 
big money on the campaigns of 
Kempf and Blake, apparently in the 
hope of getting rid of regulations that 
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developers find burdensome. At our next general 
meeting, Audrey Prosser and David Raber will tell 
us what they’ve learned about this effort. We’ll meet 
at 7 p.m. on Monday, October 22, at the Unitarian-
Universalist Fellowship, 429 Cypress Drive.   

Council Clears the Way for a “Roll-
Back” of Historic Preservation Program 

At a special Saturday afternoon meeting called to get 
legal advice to guide the new Historic Preservation 
Ordinance task force, the City Council listened to 
the testimony of a roomful of homeowners opposed 
to the City’s thirty-year-old historic preservation 
program and then voted to entertain the possibility 
of scrapping it. Defenders of the program were 
outnumbered, but appearances may be misleading. 
Historic preservation is an important component 
of the City’s General Plan, which has had a lot to 
do with maintaining the special character of our 
community that we all love. Over the years some 
300 property owners have voluntarily placed their 
homes on the City’s historic register, agreeing to 
preserve them and consequently benefiting from fee 
waivers for appropriate modifications, relaxation of 
some development standards, and tax reductions. In 
addition, more than 500 are living quietly in structures 
that have been designated historic apparently without 
complaint. What distinguishes the group of property 
owners known as Let Laguna Live! is that most of 
them would like to replace their historic structures with 
something that they are persuaded will be more valuable. 

The city attorney explained that under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) historic 
structures are part of the environment and impacts on 
them must be considered in any discretionary action. 
Councilmembers rejected this general understanding 
and adopted the interpretation put forward by Larry 
Nokes, the group’s attorney and spokesman: that the 
City is not obligated to consider possible historical 
status unless a property is already on the state or 
national register of historic places. 

The motion adopted unanimously also asks the task 
force to review the consistency of a revised ordinance 
with existing ordinances and the General Plan, which 
may sound normal but in the context is anything but. 
The discussion preceding the motion made it clear 
that Councilmembers would consider amending the 
General Plan—the blueprint underlying everything 
that happens in this community—in an attempt to 
“roll back” the program. This is the first time we can 
remember that a council has been willing to consider 
doing this to accommodate private development interests. 

Amended Accessory-Dwelling-Units 
Ordinance Becomes Law
At its October 9 meeting, the City Council adopted 
the revised ordinance on accessory dwelling units as 
amended in August. The proposed preclusion of ADUs 
in neighborhoods with impaired access was deleted, but 
that public safety concern is addressed by specifying 
that the state’s exemption of these units from local 
parking requirements will not be applicable to properties 
that lack a 28- or 36-foot-wide paved right-of-way in 
both directions to the intersection. The state law that 
would have gone beyond all this to prevent cities from 
specifying maximum unit size or minimum lot size for 
these units failed to pass.   

Caltrans Approves EIR for Canyon  
Road Widening
Caltrans has notified participants in its summer meetings 
on the widening of Laguna Canyon Road at the 
intersection with El Toro Road of its acceptance of the final 
EIR concluding that the project will have no significant 
environmental impact. Comments were received from 
410 individuals or agencies, and all of them are included 
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I have enclosed my check for the following membership (I understand the amount is not tax-deductible):

Basic - $40/individual, $60/family
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and responded to in the final report. Concerns about the 
impact to the Laguna Coast Wilderness Park produced 
commitments to protect the existing live oaks in place and 
have an arborist on site during construction to ensure this; 
to reduce the grading of the slope south of the intersection 
and  replant it with native vegetation to the satisfaction of 
OC Parks; and to add a 12-foot travel lane with an 8-foot 
shoulder in front of the driveway to the Willow Canyon 
Staging Area and pave the driveway apron to increase 
safety in ingress and egress across the project’s additional 
travel lanes. The final report is available online at http://
www.dot.ca.gov/d12/DEA/133/0P94U. 

Digester Repainting Dropped from 
Village Entrance Plans  

Mounting a last-ditch effort to do the right thing for 
the historic sewage digester at the Village Entrance, 
Toni Iseman and Rob Zur Schmiede asked fellow 
councilmembers on September 11 to consider 
reassigning the money set aside for simply repainting 
the building to the beginnings of a process for restoring 
it as they had agreed to do last December (and reneged 
on in August). City staff argued that such a process 
would be long and complex and would certainly cost 
significantly more than the $433,174 the contractor 
had estimated during the bidding process, and before 
long councilmembers were saying that it might end up 

costing a million and they weren’t about to spend that 
on a sewage digester. 

Public input reminding them of their own past 
commitments and those of past councils since the 
project began and of the fact that much of the necessary 
work has already been done—we already have in hand 
the original plans and photographs of the completed 
building, the necessary historical assessment (prepared 
for the EIR), and at least the outlines of a restoration 
prepared recently by a local architect—fell on deaf ears.  
In the end the motion, passed unanimously, was to put 
the $100,723 for repainting on hold till summer 2019 
for consideration of deletion or use in some other way 
and investigate the possibility of obtaining “grant funds 
or other outside monies” for a complete restoration and 
for removing the waste it still holds (which, like the 
history, was evaluated in detail for the 2004 EIR). 

Several members of the community took advantage of 
the reopening of discussion to express the opinion that 
there’s nothing historic about the building, to suggest 
that it be torn down and replaced with a skateboard 
park, and to complain about the cost of the overall 
project and the loss of parking spaces. Fortunately, after 
more than twenty-five years of planning and discussion, 
work is under way. Lagunans can satisfy their curiosity 
about what’s going on behind the green fences on the 
home page of the City’s website.



In the November 1978 issue of The Villager,  Jean Musick 
wrote, “The election next Tuesday is one of the most 
crucial since Laguna’s incorporation. One incumbent and 
ten aspirants are vying for the three council positions to 
be filled. Those elected will serve for four years—four 
years which will determine whether Laguna Beach retains 
those qualities which induced most of us to live here, 
or, instead, become a super-congested, super-urbanized 
beach resort with high-rise hotels jamming the ocean front 
and maxi-houses, apartments, and condominiums filling 
every buildable hill-site. . . . After careful consideration . . 
. Village Laguna has endorsed [the three candidates] most 
firmly committed to maintain our natural environment 
of trees, canyons, beaches, and unique ocean views; to 
guide the land-use of the remaining building sites with 
sensitive concern for the capacity of our streets; and to 
strengthen our protective moat, The Greenbelt, against 
the encroachment of rapidly expanding development. . 
. . Elected, they will give us a very good Council for the 
crucial years ahead.” 
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2018 Board of Directors

Web site: www.villagelaguna.org

Johanna Felder, President
Verna Rollinger, Vice President
Mary Ives, Recording Secretary

Barbara Metzger, Corresponding Secretary
Richard Picheny, Treasurer

Ginger Osborne, Immediate Past President
Armando Baez
Scott Borthwick
Rosemary Boyd
Jackie Gallagher
Darrylin Girvin
Cindalee Hall
Bonnie Hano

Gary LeFebvre
Jahn Levitt

Charlotte Masarik
Liz Toomey

Phone: (949) 472-7503

My Favorite  Local Business 
by Verna Rollinger
Forty Years Ago in The Villager


