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Established 1971    To preserve and enhance the unique village character of Laguna Beach

November General Meeting
Monday, November 26, 7 p.m.
Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship
429 Cypress Drive

December Board Meeting
Saturday, December 1, 9 a.m.
Home of Rosemary Boyd

Holiday Party 
Monday, December 17 , 6 p.m.
Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship
429 Cypress Drive

Local Activists to Report on 
Hunger and Homelessness 
November 26
In recognition of national Hunger and 
Homelessness Awareness Month, we’ve 
invited Dawn Price of Friendship 
Shelter and Suriya Khan of the Laguna 
Food Pantry to update us on what 
they’re doing and how we can help 
them address these two important 
problems. We’ll meet on Monday, 
November 26, at 7 p.m. at the 
Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship, 
429 Cypress Drive. 

City Election Produces 
Mixed Results, Predicting 
Challenging Times
The reelection of Toni Iseman to the 
City Council with the largest number 
of votes is welcome news, but Village 
Laguna members will be dismayed to 
find her sharing the dais next month 
not with our Ann Christoph but 
with the two candidates endorsed 
and heavily financed by Liberate 
Laguna—Peter Blake and Sue Kempf.  
LL’s platform, an explicit attack on 
Village Laguna, is, of course, by 
extension, an attack on the General 
Plan that has historically helped to 
keep Laguna an authentic small town 
in the midst of suburbia. More than 
this, in supporting Blake’s candidacy 

LL has encouraged the incivility in 
politics that is now so common at the 
national level. 

The next two years are likely to be 
challenging for Lagunans who share 
our town’s traditional values, but 
there seem to be a lot of us, and it 
seems safe to say that we’re not going 
to go away quietly. Renewing your 
membership for the coming year 
will (1) help support the advocacy 
that will increasingly be needed to 
keep the City’s protective ordinances 
from being dismantled and (2) ensure 
that you’ll continue to receive the 
information you need to participate 
in that advocacy. There’s a return 
envelope attached to this newsletter 
to make it easier for you to do this 
right away. 

Save the Date!
Our annual holiday party and 
election of officers is scheduled for 
Monday, December 17, at 6 p.m. at 
the Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship. 
In addition to socializing and our 
usual sumptuous spread and the 
annual presentation of donations to 
local charitable organizations, the 
party will feature an art auction and 
an opportunity to acquire a holiday 
centerpiece crafted by a board member. 
Mark your calendar now! 



Historic Preservation Task Force Gets
Clarification of Direction

At a follow-up meeting on the direction of the Historic 
Preservation Task Force requested by Kelly Boyd and 
Bob Whelan, the Council considered alternatives for 
proceeding that included disbanding the task force and 
turning the ordinance over to staff to revise. The public 
input (which has been heavily in favor of abandoning 
the program throughout) was, predictably, generally 
comfortable with disbanding it given that the Council 
has promised a voluntary program. However, several 
members of the task force asked for an opportunity for 
input, and eventually it was agreed to give it to them. 
The motion adopted unanimously (with Zur Schmiede 
absent) was to (1) direct staff to begin drafting a voluntary 
ordinance and roadmap of steps that need to be taken 
in order to implement it, including any changes to the 
City’s Municipal Code, the General Plan, and CEQA; 
(2) direct the task force to have as many meetings as 
needed within the next three months to provide input 
to staff as to what they would like to see in the voluntary 
ordinance by way of incentives or other factors; and (3) 
return to the City Council with such a draft ordinance 
and roadmap of necessary steps. The task is likely to be 
complicated by the Council’s rejection of the law on the 
subject (namely, the City Attorney’s opinion that historic 
preservation cannot be wholly voluntary under CEQA 
because historic character is part of the environment). 

Fencing Chosen for Village Entrance  

Having finally persuaded staff and the Orange County 
Flood Control District that they were serious about 
not having chain-link fencing along the Laguna 
Creek channel at the Village Entrance, on October 
23 Councilmembers reviewed a number of fencing 

alternatives considered acceptable by the district and 
chose the one shown above. 

Concept for New Hotel on Cleo Street 
Unveiled for Planning Commission

The first of the many big development proposals 
associated with the principals of Liberate Laguna 
received an airing at a concept review hearing before the 
Planning Commission on November 7. Mo Honarkar, 
reported to have contributed $20,000 to the effort to 
elect Blake and Kempf and defeat Iseman and Christoph, 
is proposing to demolish the Holiday Inn at Cleo Street 
and the adjacent building and replace them with a 112-
room hotel with meeting rooms, a restaurant and pool 
on the roof, retail stores, and underground parking 
for more than 200 cars. The number of rooms exceeds 
what is allowed by the Municipal Code, and to solve 
this problem the applicant proposes that the code be 
amended. 

Thirty-four people commented on the proposal, all but 
ten of them (among them a group of friends jokingly 
referred to by the applicant as “Mo’s cheerleaders”) 
criticizing it for its dramatic intensification of use, 
insufficiency of parking, height and view obstruction, 
lack of neighborhood compatibility, and exacerbation of 
traffic problems in an area that is already heavily used 
by Ralph’s shoppers and suppliers. Village Laguna was 
there expressing all of these concerns and suggesting that 
some of them might be resolved by making the project 
smaller. In response, commissioners (with Sue Kempf 
absent) reinforced the public input (although several of 
them seemed willing to entertain a “compromise” on 
the number of rooms that might involve larger rooms), 
made detailed comments on the design, and indicated 
that an EIR might be required. 

The staff report on the project, with photos and a 
rendering of the proposed structure, is on the City’s 
website under “City Council Agendas.” 

Residents and “The City Beautiful” 
Yesterday and Today
At the Planning Commission meeting on the Cleo Street 
project last week, one speaker attempting to defend the 
project against charges of incompatibility with the 



 

Renew your membership!
Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone number _____________________________________________ Email_______________________________________

I have enclosed my check for the following membership (I understand the amount is not tax-deductible):

Basic - $40/individual, $60/family
Supporter - $150/family 
Sustainer - $250/family (includes 2 Charm House Tour tickets)
Please send me my newsletter electronically instead of by mail.

*Contact Treasurer Richard Picheny at 295-0545 or rpicheny@gmail.com to arrange for automatic monthly or quarterly payments.
Mail to Village Laguna, PO Box 1309, Laguna Beach, CA 92652

 neighborhood asked rhetorically, “Who decided Laguna 
is supposed to look a certain way?” The answer to that 
would be, more than in most places, “the community,” 
and this distinctive idea goes back to the town’s 
beginnings. 

The plein air painters had set the tone by helping spread 
the word about the beauty of Laguna, and early residents 
took every opportunity to preserve and enhance it.  In 
January 1925 the Woman’s Club launched a campaign 
to make Laguna Beach “the Paradise of the Pacific,” 
distributing 700 trees for planting on Arbor Day. 
Photographs of new houses in “the Laguna spirit” were 
often featured in the newspaper, and artists played 
key roles in city planning.  Anna Hills was on the first 
planning commission, and Frank Cuprien designed the 
first Chamber of Commerce building. The city’s first 
improvement project was a sewage treatment system, 
and in February 1931 the South Coast News printed a 
rendering of the proposed building with the headline 
“NEW LAGUNA SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT IS 
ATTRACTIVE IN DESIGN.”  The city’s first land use 
plan, adopted in 1940, included restrictions on building 
size, and its 1959 General Plan called for “keeping 

residential and commercial development in the central 
area low.”  When the planning commission proposed a 
maximum height of 50 feet in 1971, a citizens’ group 
circulated petitions for an initiative that would limit 
buildings citywide to 36 feet, and 75 percent of the 
voters said yes. 

In the course of the seventies, as development around it 
intensified, the city found additional ways of preserving 
its character, including a program for preserving heritage 
trees and a historic register that today includes some 300 
homes. Design review of proposed development was 
required as early as 1972 and extended to residences in 
1986. In the early 1970s Fred Lang led the South Laguna 
Civic Association in preparing the South Laguna Specific 
Plan, which led to the creation of the Village Green 
and the preservation of the hillsides.  The Downtown 
Specific Plan, adopted in 1989, was designed to protect 
the downtown’s small scale and variety of shops and 
services. These measures have been kept up to date over 
the years, and at the meeting for assessing the latest big 
development proposal last week it was apparent that 
community concern with “how Laguna is supposed to 
look” is alive and well.  



The annual review of applications for Mills Act contracts—
10-year agreements with the City to maintain properties 
on the historic register—has produced agreements with 
the owners of ten properties: 268–270 Cajon Street, 
2688 Glenneyre Street, 448 Myrtle Street, 1316 S. Coast 
Highway, 1296 Catalina Street, 2538 Glenneyre Street, 
415 Aster Street, 1428 Glenneyre Street, 31568 Catalina 
Avenue, and 2942–2944 Terry Road. The contracts 
qualify the homeowners for property tax reductions with 
the expectation that the savings will be used to maintain 
and/or rehabilitate the historic structures. The 78 such 
contracts that exist up to now are estimated to amount 
to combined homeowner tax savings of $283,000 in 
2018, and the projected future savings from the ten new 
contracts are estimated at $62,000 per year. 
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2018 Board of Directors

Web site: www.villagelaguna.org

Johanna Felder, President
Verna Rollinger, Vice President
Mary Ives, Recording Secretary

Barbara Metzger, Corresponding Secretary
Richard Picheny, Treasurer

Ginger Osborne, Immediate Past President
Armando Baez
Scott Borthwick
Rosemary Boyd
Jackie Gallagher
Darrylin Girvin
Cindalee Hall
Bonnie Hano

Gary LeFebvre
Jahn Levitt

Charlotte Masarik
Liz Toomey

Phone: (949) 472-7503

My Favorite  Local Business 
by Verna Rollinger
Ten Properties Added to Historic
Register with Mills Act Contracts


