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Established 1971    To preserve and enhance the unique village character of Laguna Beach

January General Meeting
Monday, January 28, 7 p.m.
Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship
429 Cypress Drive

February Board Meeting
Saturday, February 2, 9 a.m.
Home of Charlotte Masarik

Advocates for Homeless, Hungry Update Us on  
Their Efforts
At our November general meeting we learned about efforts to fight 
homelessness and hunger in Laguna. Suriya Khan of the Laguna Food Pantry 
made it clear why what it does is important: the average cost of housing 
in the county is $1800 a month, and so is the monthly minimum wage. 
The Food Pantry collects 4,000 pounds of food a day (the biggest single 
donor being Trader Joe’s) and distributes it to 500 needy people, about 
20 percent of whom live or work in Laguna, every week. The facility, at 
20652 Laguna Canyon Road, is operated by volunteers and is open Monday 
through Friday from 8 to 10: 30 a.m. Donations may be delivered there or 
to the US Bank. Peanut butter, cereal, soup, rice, and beans are especially 
welcome. The number to call to volunteer is 497-7121. 

Dawn Price of Friendship Shelter said that when the shelter was founded 
thirty years ago the program required sobriety, but the thinking has 
changed over time, and now housing is understood as the solution rather 
than a reward.  The residential program holds 30 people at a time, and the 
emergency shelter in Laguna Canyon sleeps 45 people a night and seats 
nearly twice that number every evening for a volunteer-provided dinner. 
Beyond this, 87 people are stably housed in apartments scattered around 
South Orange County and an additional 78 have found independent 
housing of various kinds with shelter staff ’s assistance. The number to call 
to volunteer or for more information is 494-6928.  

Seniors’ Lifelong Laguna Program is the Topic of  
January Meeting
The Susi Q Center’s Lifelong Laguna program is designed to coordinate 
available services that allow ageing in place, offering among other things 
home safety assessments and transportation options.  At our next general 
meeting we’ll hear from John Fay about the program. We’ll meet on 
Monday, January 28, at 7 p.m. at the Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship,  
429 Cypress Drive. 



End-of-Year Review and  
a Look Ahead

by Johanna Felder

Looking back at 2018, we see a number of things that 
Village Laguna can point to as possible happy endings:

1. A revised Downtown Specific Plan incorporating 
considerable input from our joint ad hoc committee 
with local businesspeople is expected to reach the 
Planning Commission for review early in 2019.

2. The Army Corps of Engineers’ Aliso Creek project, 
under heavy technical criticism from a coalition that 
Village Laguna is part of, appears to have stalled.

3. The Coast Inn project, on which we joined the neighbors 
in protesting its intensification of uses of the property 
and violation of the height limit, was rejected by 
Council, and no alternative has yet been proposed.

4. The Village Entrance project, much greener than it would 
otherwise have been because of improvements suggested 
by a joint Beautification Council/Village Laguna group, 
has been approved and is under construction.

5. The flawed revision of the City’s historic preservation 
ordinance has been abandoned and, at the urging of 
Village Laguna and practically everyone else, a task force 
has been set up to suggest remedies.

6. Toni Iseman has been reelected to the City Council, 
making it clear that candidates who share our vision for 
the City are still viable in Laguna politics. 

However, we’re of course deeply disappointed that our 
Ann Christoph narrowly lost to the Liberate Laguna slate, 
and we anticipate difficult times ahead for Laguna as we 
know it. The dozen big developers who make up Liberate 
Laguna are dedicated to destroying what they see as Village 
Laguna’s excessive influence on the City.  What they want 
is what they call “progress,” by which they seem to mean 
big development. The Cleo Street project that the Planning 
Commission heard last month is likely to be only the first 
of a number of projects that greatly intensify existing uses. 
To accommodate the proposed hotel’s greater size and 
height, the applicant proposes that the City just change the 
zoning code to allow it. 

Not satisfied with attacking our candidates and getting theirs 
elected, this “gang of twelve” has filed complaints against 

Village Laguna with the Fair Political Practices Commission, 
the City Attorney, and the IRS alleging a variety of errors 
in the reporting of our activities.  The most complicated of 
these allegations has already been examined by the FPPC 
and dismissed. We’re waiting for word about the rest and will 
keep you informed about what happens to them. 

Liberate Laguna is well-heeled and, for some reason, 
pretty angry.  Having a bit more money than usual in our 
budget for “issue response” would be helpful. If you can 
manage to renew your membership at a higher level this 
year in anticipation of, for example, our needing to hire an 
attorney down the road, I hope you’ll do that. 

Artist Jorg Dubin Appointed to  
Planning Commission
Full-time artist Jorg Dubin has been appointed to fill 
the Planning Commission seat vacated by Sue Kempf. A 
former president of the Sawdust Festival and Laguna Art 
Museum board member, he is noted for his 9/11 memorial 
in Heisler Park and, more recently, an environmental 
sculpture at The Ranch. He came to the attention of 
many of us during the November election, when he ran 
as an unofficial write-in candidate and attended forums 
in vintage European military uniform. He was quoted 
during the campaign as criticizing the “stagnation” at 
City Hall and as advocating development in Laguna 
Canyon for artists’ use. His application for the Planning 
Commission position speaks of bringing a “different 
perspective,”   “living in the 21st century,” and “thinking 
about the future.”  

Laguna Coast Wilderness Park  
Oral History Now Online
Video interviews conducted in the past year or so by 
OCParks resource specialist Laura Cohen with 34 
people associated with the establishment of the Laguna 
Coast Wilderness Park are now available for viewing 
online at http://vimeo.com/277176463 (click on the 
word “vimeo”).

Final EIR for San Onofre Closing 
Expected by March 2019
The State Lands Commission is finalizing the responses 
to comments on the draft EIR for the decommissioning 
of Units 2 and 3 of the San Onofre nuclear power plant. 
It is anticipated that the final report will be published in 



February and considered by the commission in March. 
To receive additional information and updates, visit  
http://www.slc/ca/gpv/info/CEQA/San_Onofre.html.  

Blake’s First Salvo Falls Short
At the first Council meeting of the new year, Peter Blake, 
fulfilling a campaign promise, launched the first of what 
he said would be a series of attacks on the City’s land-use 
commissions, boards, and committees. His main proposal—
requiring all five members of the Design Review Board 
(instead of just the three whose terms are expiring) to have 
to compete for reappointment next month—was rejected, 
but his fellow Councilmembers did agree to meet with the 
board and with staff to get some facts about the process. 

Forty-five people offered input on the idea, with 18 
describing what they saw as incivility, arbitrariness, and 
excessive costs and delays in the process and 27 arguing 
for continuity, the importance of staggered terms, and the 
benefits to the neighborhood and the community. Village 
Laguna pointed out that last August’s joint meeting of 
the Board and the Council produced a chart showing 
that in 2017, 75.7% of projects were approved on the 
first hearing and only 4.9% were eventually rejected. Of 
the 181 decisions the Board made in 2018, only 11 were 
appealed to the Council—7 approvals and 4 denials—and 
in only 2 instances (both denials) were they overturned. 
We argued that Board’s decisions are based on detailed 
criteria spelled out in the zoning code and that, contrary 
to Blake’s assertion that board members are not qualified, 
our present board includes two landscape architects, a 
realtor, a former real estate appraiser, and an engineer who 
works on sustainability issues. Our letter concluded: “The 

design review process allows creative development while 
preserving neighborhood character and views. We think 
that many Lagunans have had experience of its benefits 
and support it.  Any changes to the process ought to be 
carefully considered and based on facts.”      

Blake complained that “political activists” with personal 
interests at stake had “hijacked” his proposal. In rejecting 
his focus on the individual board members, Steve Dicterow 
said that the process takes too long and costs too much. 
Toni Iseman defended the board and said that the reported 
delays and costs have a lot to do with the fact that too 
many people are trying to do too much. A meeting has 
been scheduled with DRB members at 5 p.m. on February 
5 to discuss the situation, and this will be followed by a 
report from staff and a decision about next steps.  

Council Agrees to Remove  
Four More Downtown Trees
Four more downtown eucalyptus trees—one on Broadway 
near the tree that fell a while back and the others on 
Mermaid—were determined to be at serious risk of falling 
and scheduled for removal. Only one, at 346 Mermaid, is 
to be replaced. Bob Whelan said that he didn’t welcome 
becoming a “serial remover of trees” and asked what could 
be done to preserve the rest of them. Staff responded that 
the action plan to be considered in January would focus 
on improving the health of existing trees. Meanwhile, in 
August the Council finally authorized the replacement of 
30 of the downtown trees removed in recent years. The 
$50,000 budgeted for this effort was augmented by a 
donation of $30,000 from the Laguna Beach Urban Tree 
Fund established by Greg and Barbara MacGillivray. 



The new year, as usual, brings another biannual 
opportunity to get involved in our city’s government. 
There are openings this month on the Design Review 
Board and on the following committees: Recreation; 
Parking, Traffic, and Circulation; Heritage; 
Environmental Sustainability; View Restoration; and 
Housing and Human Services. What each of these 
committees does and when it meets are on the city’s 
website. Applications are due in the city clerk’s office 
by 5 p.m. on January 22. Interviews will be held 
in the Council Chambers on February 5 at 6 p.m.  
Application forms are available at the office of Lisette 
Chel-Walker, city clerk, and online. Lisette’s phone 
number, for further information, is 497-0705. 

Applications Due January 22 for 
Service on City Committees


