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Annual Picnic
Monday, July 29, 6 p.m.
Alta Laguna Park

August Board Meeting
Saturday, August 3, 9 a.m.
Home of Ginger Osborne

Annual Picnic Scheduled for 
July 29 at Alta Laguna Park
Our annual picnic is scheduled for 
Monday, July 29, at 6 p.m. at Alta 
Laguna Park. We’ll provide ham, 
chicken, rolls, potato salad, and 
nonalcoholic drinks. Bring a side 
dish or dessert to share that will serve 
6–8 and your own plates and utensils. 
Sunscreen and/or hats and something 
to sit on are recommended. Parking 
in the adjacent lot, off the end of Alta 
Laguna Boulevard, is free. 

We Welcome Village 
Entrance Phase I

On June 24 Ann Christoph led us on 
a tour of the completed first phase 
of the Village Entrance project, and 
consensus seemed to be that it looks 
very good. Verna Rollinger reports: 
“I was delighted with the parklike 
pedestrian feel. The new fencing along 
the channel is a big improvement. The 
number of parking spaces available 
on the site has gone up and down 
since the project began in 1995. 
Primarily because the corporation 
yard was moved to ACT V and the 
city purchased the Christmas tree lot, 
there are more public parking spaces 
available today. 

“The project is only half done. The 
area from the channel to City Hall 

will be completed in the fall. The new 
vehicle and pedestrian bridges have 
consumed about $1.5 million of the 
construction budget. I was saddened 
by the loss of some of our big trees 
and disappointed that the city doesn’t 
have plans to restore the sewer digester 
building for a beneficial community 
use. I applaud the decision not to 
build a $65 million parking structure 
that we had no way either to pay for 
or to fill for nine months of the year. 
It’s been a long time coming, but, 
all in all, the project is a welcome 
improvement.” 

Summit Follow-up Meetings 
Summarized

On June 19 over 50 people gathered to 
review the ideas and potential action 
items that were produced by the 
ground-breaking May 30 Summit.  It 
was agreed that an action committee 
be formed, and a dozen people were 
nominated for membership in the 
committee. On June 26 the Laguna 
Summit Action Committee met to set 
the top priorities for action based on a 
review of output from the Summit and 
the follow-up meeting.  These priorities 
included: (1) increasing our presence at 
City Council meetings and other city 
committee meetings so that our voice 
is heard, increasing accountability 
accountability and transparency;  



 

(2) considering organization of a ballot initiative for 
2020 that codifies building height requirements and 
requires a builder-funded ballot initiative for each 
proposed project that does not meet those requirements; 
and (3) supporting City Council candidates aligned with 
our vision of a vibrant Laguna Beach that respects the 
rights of property owners while respecting our heritage 
and the environment. On July 8 the committee met 
again to identify specific actions to move these priorities 
forward.  Other meetings are planned to ensure that 
actions are taken in a way that continues to engage the 
250+ people who have become involved in the Summit 
process and to educate the broader community.

 Charles Dickerson Wins VL Scholarship 

Annually since 1978, Village Laguna has awarded a 
scholarship to a Laguna Beach High School graduating 
senior who demonstrates leadership and involvement 
in activities protecting the environment and promoting 
humanitarian goals. This year’s scholarship went to 
Charles Dickerson. 

A top student as well as an avid photographer and a 
member of the cross-country and track teams, Charlie 
reports that nature has always been vital to his well-
being. A community-college class in environmental 
studies channeled this sense of connection toward 
the pressing issues of water pollution, and a course in 
advanced chemical research at the high school allowed 
him to build on this heightened awareness with real 
research on a “green chemistry” catalyst for removing 

pollutants from water. All this contributed to his aim to 
make a difference in the fields of chemical engineering 
and environmental studies. He plans to begin his studies 
at Irvine Valley College in the fall. 

Canyon Artist Work/Live Project 
Gets OK Despite Lapse of Permit

An artists’-work/live project in Laguna Canyon that has 
been controversial for good reason took another step 
toward realization last month when the City Council 
agreed to overlook the applicant’s failure to keep his 
conditional use permit up to date and allow him to 
proceed. Construction had been delayed by an appeal 
to the Coastal Commission and then lawsuits on both 
sides arising from the project’s violation of City policy 
limiting development in the Canyon to what is “small-
scale and rural.” When the Coastal Commission gave 
its final conditional approval, it was discovered that the 
project’s city permit had expired. 

City permits are for two years initially, with the possibility 
of a two-year extension and then a final year. The idea 
behind this is that a delay of more than two years in 
getting started may mean that the conditions under 
which the project was approved no longer apply by the 
time construction begins. In this case, the monitoring 
process was circumvented by staff’s apparent decision to 
simply move the goalposts. The Planning Commission 
was asked for an interpretation of “final approval” as 
the starting date for the applicant’s local permits and 
decided that it meant “final approval by the Coastal 
Commission.”  The City Attorney explained that the 
interpretation was specific to this particular case, but we 
wonder whether the 19 other projects that are reportedly 
waiting in line for Coastal Commission appeals will also 
be allowed to bypass the extension process, with the 
consequent loss of City oversight. 

Friends of the Canyon, which appealed the interpretation, 
highlighted the importance of this kind of oversight 
over time by pointing out that the approved project is 
inconsistent with the municipal code in a number of 
ways, some of them related to recent erosion of the 
creek channel and changes in FEMA regulations for 
development in the floodplain.  



 
Jane Janz Reports on  
Aufdenkamp Legacy 

Our Village Entrance walking tour raised questions 
about Lynn Aufdenkamp, whose work is commemorated 
there, and longtime resident and local historian Jane 
Janz has graciously provided the following answer:

“The Aufdenkamp family, Fred, Elloene, and ten-year-
old son Lynn, drove down Laguna Canyon for the first 
time in 1914.  They took one look, said ‘home,’ and 
moved into a tent on a lot at 255 Forest Avenue that 
they purchased for a dollar down, a dollar a month. 

They started the first movie theater in Laguna on that 
lot, with Lynn climbing a eucalyptus tree to hand-
crank silent movies.  

“Lynn grew up in Laguna, attending Laguna schools.  
He owned the first ham radio, from which he would 
provide a running commentary on baseball games.   
He became a licensed electrician.  In 1923 he married 
Laguna-born Thelma Farman, and they started Lynn 
Stationery, which eventually became Marriner’s 
Stationery.  He and Thelma formed a burlesque dance 
team and traveled the United States performing their 
comedy act, which was capped by an appearance at the 
Capitol Theater on Broadway in New York City.  They 
stayed involved in the family movie business with the 
crowning achievement of the present movie theater, 
which opened as the Lynn Theater.  

“Lynn devoted the rest of his life to the development of 
local and regional water resources.  He was a director of 
the Laguna Beach County Water District and a member 
of the board of directors of the Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California and was appointed by 
the governor in 1957 to the State of California Regional 
Water Pollution Control Board and honored by a 
Special Resolution of Commendation for outstanding 
service—all of this without pay.   The Laguna Canyon 
transmission line was constructed from 1970 thru 1971 
at a cost of almost 4 million dollars.  The dedication 
was celebrated with a ceremony on the grounds of the 
Festival of Arts and the line was appropriately named 
for Lynn Aufdenkamp, who had contributed so much 
to delivering safe water to the area.”  



A proposal by Peter Blake that the City abandon a system of 
pathways in Temple Hills to the adjacent property owners 
was approved by the City Council on July 9. Village Laguna 
had supported the Temple Hills Community Association in 
opposing the abandonment as a violation of General Plan 
policy. Neighbors pointed out that an alternative way to school 
and town when the road is blocked in a disaster was in the 
long-term interest of residents. The importance of the paths 
where houses may be as far as a mile from the intersection 
with Temple Hills Drive was also stressed, and a number of 
people spoke of having used them for years. The law requires 
a public benefit in exchange for transferring public land to 
private hands, and in this action a benefit is being taken away. 
Councilmembers, with Toni Iseman dissenting, voted with the 
handful of owners of lots adjacent to the pathways to abandon 
the ones not being used but will explore in later meetings 
the possibility of preserving the one linking Buena Vista and 
Temple Hills Drive, which is in use today.  
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